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Dolphin’s salute to HMS Norfolk as ... 
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rebels were given a clear message of 
intent* and morale among troops 
from the Economic Community of 
West African States Monitoring 
Group (ECOMOG) was lifted. 

The ship's Lynx helicopter was 
used to move medical supplies into 
the city* and several wounded peo¬ 
ple, including two nuns who had 
been shot, were evacuated, along 
with the Archbishop of Freetown. 

As the position of President 
Kahhah improved and that of the 
rebels weakened, public confidence 
and security grew, and Norfolk 
■ Turn to page 2 


Carrier cutaway 
to be repeated 


DUE to technical problems, our 
cutaway drawing of an 
Invincible-class aircraft carrier 
in the centre pages of our 
August edition was not repro¬ 
duced to our usual high stan¬ 
dard. To avoid causing disap¬ 
pointment to our readers we will 
repeat the feature in our next 
{October} issue. 


A ROYAL NAVY war¬ 
ship that grasped the 
opportunity to shape 
global events has 
been awarded the 
prestigious Wilkinson 
Sword of Peace. 

HMS Norfolk has won the 
honour for her involvement 
in the volatile arena of Sierra 
Leone following the advance 
of rebel forces into Ihe capi¬ 
tal Freetown in December 
1998 . 

The rebels, opposed to the 
democratic government, were 
mutilating, kidnapping and mur¬ 
dering the local population and 
destabilising the country. HMS 
Norfolk, as the closest British 
warship, was sent in to support 
the government and Common¬ 
wealth citizens. 

According to the citation, the 
frigate's arrival had an immediate 
impact, and "in essence, HMS 
Norfolk acted as a catalyst to help 
Freetown regain normal tty". 

Locals saw that the outside world 
was concerned at their plight, the 


• As if in salute following the announcement of the award to HMS Norfolk of the Wilkinson 
Sword of Peace , this dolphin (circled) escorts the frigate into Devon port during a routine exer¬ 
cise in August. The rare sight was captured in this picture, and in cfose-up on the right, by cam¬ 
eraman LWEM John McKnight shooting his pictures from an accompanying police launch , 
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new system to boost ship communications 


Queen 





SHIP to shore communication is 
being improved with the introduc¬ 
tion of a new HF modernisation and 
mutti-channelling outfit being 
installed in Royal Navy vessels and 
shore stations. 

The main exchange of information In 
major warships is by military satellite 
(SATCOM), but over half the fleet - 
minor war vessels and Royal Fleet 
Auxiliaries - have no permanent military 
SATCOM system. And for those that are 
fitted with SATCOM there can be times 
when it is unavailable, such as when the 
vessel is outside the satellite 'footprint 1 . 


The new system, Outfit SEZ, employs 
a much more robust type of waveform - 
'phase shift keying' - which enables 
much higher data rates to be used in 
shore-to-ship HF broadcasts. That 
requires a new type of modem to be fit¬ 
ted. 

Outfit SEZ also introduces a Time 
Division Multiplier (TDM) which com¬ 
bines up to four separate broadcasts 
into one new broadcast channel for 
transmission. When that is received on 
board ship, the signal will be processed 
by a TDM which will output the four sep¬ 
arate channels of data. 


To enable the processing of signal 
traffic at the higher data rates, ships 
that do not have a message-handling 
system will be fitted with an Intelligent 
Message Terminal (IMT) which will 
replace some teleprinters on board.. 

The changes will ensure a more capa¬ 
ble and f lexible system and will allow for 
growth In broadcast messages. Ships 
using existing shore transmitters will be 
capable of receiving HF radio signals, 
reliably, at greater ranges and much 
higher speeds. 

Outfit SEZ is being placed in seven 
first-of-class ships during dockyard fit¬ 


ting opportunities. Three vessels have 
already received it - RFA Gold Rover, 
HM submarine Trafalgar and the mine- 
hunter HMS Brocklesby. 

The other four will receive the fit by 
early next year. The system has also 
been installed so far in three shore com¬ 
munications centres at Plymouth, 
Whitehall and Inskip. The remainder of 
the Fleet will receive the system on an 
opportunity basis by 2004. Fleet 
Weapon Acceptance is planned for 
August 2002. 

Details are published In RN Defence 
Council Instruction 101/00. 


Veterans to Ren* takes a rain-check 

challenge 
pension rule 


HUNDREDS of ex-Navy people have grouped together to chal¬ 
lenge the Ministry of Defence rule which disallows them pension 
rights if they served for less than 22 years before April 1, 1975. 

On that date preserved pen¬ 
sions were introduced into the 
Armed Forces, whereby many 
people who had served far fewer 
than 22 years became entitled lo a 
pension, and in most of those 
cases, a terminal gram. However 
the provision was not backdated . 

Leading the campaign is ex- 
Navy rating Ned Parkinson of 15 
Ridgeway Close, Paulsgrove, 
Portsmouth, who served 12 years 
in the Service but who is not enti¬ 
tled to a pension. 

He said the veterans’ group 
comprised about 700 cx-Scrvice 
people, and their solicitors were 
seeking more to give the fight 
greater weight. It was expected 
that the case would go to the High 
Court this autumn. 


Bravery of 
Norfolk 
sailor 
under fire 


• WOM Charlotte Dawson and QM Date Magnus check for rain in Spain during a break in HMS Kent s 
trials programme in the South West Approaches. The Navy’s newest Duke-class frigate took breaks 
in Amsterdam and Santander during work-up. 


A SAILOR from HMS Norfolk 
who came under fire while 
operating one of the ship's 
seaboats In Sierra Leone has 
received a commendation for 
his bravery from Flag Officer 
Surface Flotilla, Rear Admiral 
Ian Forbes. 

LS Kevin Whiteley came 
under fire repeatedly while fer¬ 
rying passengers and medical 
stores ashore in Freetown in 
January last year. Calmly 
ordering his passengers to 
take cover while he was 
exposed to the danger, he suc¬ 
cessfully completed a number 
of journeys. Picture Chester Chronicle 


Council W to cash 
help for Navy Days 


PEACE PRIZE 


■ From front page 

assisted United Nations and 
European Union representatives 
in the transport and distribution of 
food and medical stores. 

She also acted as a secure, tem¬ 
porary home for the British High 
Commission. 

The citation notes: “Despite 
physical danger and the horrors 
witnessed ashore, the commitment 
of the ships company returned 
peace and a measure of security to 
the innocent people who had been 
so brutally assaulted, 

“The positive reaction of local 
people, which reciprocated the 
efforts expended by HMS Norfolk, 
inspired all the greater exertion. 

“In essence, HMS Norfolk 
acted as a catalyst to help 
Freetown regain normality. 

“Il is rare that the opportunity 
arises to shape global events. HMS 
Norfolk had that opportunity, 
grasped the moment and, by so 
doing, reaffirmed strong lies 
between two distant countries." 

The frigate is due to visit East 
Anglia on September 7-11 to 
receive the sword. She will berth at 
Ipswich, and ceremonies will he 
held at Ipswich and Norwich, 

■ Argyll bolds the fort - page 4 


CHATHAM Navy Days 
has lost the financial 
support of Medway 
Council for next year’s 
show. 

The decision by the councils 
Policy and Resources 
Committee has been made fol¬ 
lowing the failure this year of 
the three-day show to make a 
profit. 

Navy Nrws understands that the 
council made a grant of £2(1,(MM) on 
the understanding that all or part 
of it would be retunded out of the 
event's profits. 

But this year Navy Days at 
Chatham - held during the late 
May bazik holiday - was a wash¬ 
out. Torrential rain cut attendance 
to a little over half last year's figure 


of 102,000 visitors. 

Now the council has said it 
believes next years International 
Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth 
will compete with the Medway 
event organised by Chatham 
Historic Dockyard Trust, The local 
authority would prefer to sec Navy 
Days held every other year and has 
said it will consider helping to fund 
it again in 2(X)2. 

Chatham Navy Days Director 
Bill Fowler told Navy News that the 
event would go ahead as planned 
on May 26-28 next year. While 
Medway Council’s withdrawal of 
support was disappointing, it was 
only one of a wide range of spon¬ 
sors contributing a total of over 
1300,000 to the event. 

He fully expected the lost fund* 
mg to he made up by sponsorship 
from other sources, and that the 


event would recover the success of 
its first year. 

w Wc were very badly hit by the 
unusual weather this year," he said. 
“The approach roads to the 
Medway towns were flooded by 
atrocious weather, and there was 
also flooding in the dockyard itself. 
We were totally washed-out, and 
many other events in the area had 
to he cancelled because of the 
rain. 7 ’ 

Mr Fowler said the local author¬ 
ity was still providing massive back¬ 
ing to ihc Historic Dockyard and 
was contributing £4 million to its 
development. “We are grateful for 
that, for their help in the past and 
for the council giving us early 
notice of its funding intentions for 
next year’s Navy Days. 

“My only disagreement with 
them is that the festival ul 


best of 
Raiders 

MEMBERS of the Royal 
Navy Raiders parachute dis¬ 
play team were delighted with 
its contribution to the Royal 
Military Tattoo - and were 
pleased that their best perfor¬ 
mance was seen by a royal 
audience. 

Lt Cdr Phil Gibbs, who has 
more than 2,50t> jumps to his 
name, including 550 displays, led 
the eight-man team, six of whose 
members jumped into the arena in 
Guards 


1 lorsc 


Parade each 


n petit 

with us. That is being held at the 
end of August. El is complementary 
to our event and we maintain close 
liaison with the organisers in 
Portsmouth." 

Next years Chatham event 
would, he said, he of “vital impor¬ 
tance" to the dockyard as it would 
coincide with new developments 
including a new museum and the 
only working Admiralty-pattern 
steam railwa> r m existence. 

Also on view will be the 1886 
warship HMS Gannel which has 
now entered her new dry-dock as 
the first stage in a £1.6 million 
restoration 
Medway Council ; 

Lottery Fund, 


project supported by 
i unci I and the I heritage 


evening. 

The squad, the only RN Service 
members to participate on the 
ground, pul in around 4(1 practice 
jumps before the tattoo, gradually 
working up to the display descents 
at dusk from 2,500ft into a small 
drop zone surrounded by build¬ 
ings, high stands and a live audi¬ 
ence of around 13,000. 

One display was cancelled 
through bad weather, and two 
more days saw very tricky condi¬ 
tions, but all jumps were complet¬ 
ed without mishap - “a credit to 
the whole parachute team for the 
event," said Li Cdr Gibbs. 

One descent saw the team leave 
the RAF helicopter over 
Buckingam Palace in difficult con¬ 
ditions, but the following two 
nights were text-book examples. 

“This demonstration was con¬ 
ducted in the presence of the 
Queen, and it was a privilege for 
the team to perform so well that 
evening in her view." 

It was the first formal In- 
Service parachute display, and Lt 
Cdr Gibbs believes it was a valu¬ 
able learning exercise. 

Experts probe 
Merlin mishap 

AN INVESTIGATION was under 
wav after a lightweight panel fell 
from a Royal Navy Merlin heli¬ 
copter on to a beach in West 
Sussex. 

The panel, from the helicopter’s 
flotation gear, fell a mile west of 
Shorcham Pier on July 31. No one 
was injured and the incident did 
not affect the airworthiness of the 
helicopter, li is understood that 
there were few people on the 
beach at the time. 

The aircraft, from 824 Naval Air 
Squadron - the Merlin Training 
Squadron - was returning to RN 
air station Culdrose after taking 
part in an air show in Belgium. 

Trafalgar 2000 

EXETER Flotilla's Trafalgar Day 
2000 service will be held in Exeter 
Cathedral at 11.30am on Sunday. 
October 22, The Bishop of Exeter, 
the Rl Rev Michael Langrish, will 
preach, and the Commodore of 
Britannia RN College Dartmouth, 
Commodore Mark Kerr, will read 
a lesson. 

The collection will be shared 
between Lhe cathedral and the 
British Sailors' Society, 


Moving experience 
gets streamlined 


# A birthday cracker from HMS Drake y tiring a 21-gun salute to mark the centenary of Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother 


MOVEMENT OF Naval per¬ 
sonnel to and from post¬ 
ings abroad has been 
streamlined through a new, 
single agency to deal with 
the administration. 

For Draft Orders from the 
beginning of August, the RN 
Overseas Support Unit 
replaced the complex system 
whereby overseas tours involved 
six separate agencies provid¬ 
ing support for individuals and 
their families. 

The new unit collocates the 
Movements Officer, formerly at 
Centurion Building, Gosport, 
with an enhanced Overseas 
Unit Personnel Officer staff, the 
RNOSU occupying the first 
floor of Orion Slock, HMS 


Nelson, Portsmouth, 

It provides a single point of 
contact, arranges all relocation 
requirements, assists with the 
completion of documentation, 
co-ordinates passport and 
other travel documentation and 
provides all Own Way Passage 
authorisations. 

In addition, for those pro¬ 
ceeding abroad to non Self- 
Accounting Units {SAUs) the 
unit provides continuous pay, 
cash and movement advice; 
co-ordinates all overseas travel 
arrangements; and processes 
advances of pay. For those in 
SAUs it co-ordinates outward 
travel arrangements. 

Details appear in RN DCI91/00. 
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ON BOARD HMS Splendid somewhere off Plymouth, Defe 
Secretary Geoff Hoon pays dose attention to Executive C 
Cdr Paul Halton as he explains the diving procedure, Mr} 
was on a familiarisation visit to Devonport Naval Base, di 
which he also paid a call on the Royal Navy’s smallest sh 
survey motor launch HMS Gleaner, and the Type 42 destn 
HMS Nottingham, 


Kosovo 


R OYAL Marines from 45 Cdo will spend six 
months in Kosovo after taking over the role of 
Pristina Battle Group from the Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers at the beginning of this month. 

More than 8(1 Lund Rovers, that Headquarters 3 Cdo Brigade 


trucks and all-terrain vehicles, 
ambulances, forklifts and hulk 
fuel carriers are being moved 
from their base at RM Condor, 


hud assumed command of the 
British-led sector in Kosovo - the 
first time ii had taken a command 
role in the Balkans. 


move to 


Marines 


Condor’s 


Arbroath to the capital city of 
Kosovo - all marked in KFOR 
colours. 

As Navy News went to press they 
were being shipped from Dundee 
to Greece lie fore completing the 
journey by road, along with 120 
tonnes of equipment and stores. 

Several companies of 45 Cdo 
have been reorganised for the 
unusual deployment, known as 
Operation Agncola, and they will 
he supported by engineers, 
artillery and armoured vehicles. 

A total of 520 personnel from 
the Royal Marines, Royal Navy 
and Army were deploying in 
stages with advanced parties leav¬ 
ing early. 45 Cdo have been train¬ 
ing for (heir new role since June 
when they returned from Exercise 
Western Rumba in Belize, A 


Early bookings 
for Sea Fest’s 
‘exciting mix 
of old and new’ 

THE FIRST coach party has booked places for the 
International Festival of the Sea (IFOS) 2001 - 15 months 
in advance. 


spokesman said: '"Morale is high 
and we are eager to play our part 
in helping to provide a safe and 
secure environment for all in 
Kosovo. Tt 

Meanwhile it was announced 


Organisers of the event - the 
first of the Defence 2000 series 
which replaces the Royal 
Tournament - are confident 
that the success of IFOS 1998. 





V— aidP 


A TOAST to "the finest 
Service newspaper in the 
world" - given by Vice 
Admiral Sir Ian McGeoch, 
KCB, DSO, DSC at Navy 
News summer lunch party at 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth 
last month. 

Admiral McGeoch was 
one of the paper's founding 
fathers when it began life as 
the Portsmouth Navy News 
In June, 1954. (See also 
page 11) 


also held in Portsmouth, will 
be a significant factor when the 
gates open next August, 

Peter Workman, the Festival 
managing director, said: "'There is 
a whole different fed this time. 
Train companies are getting on to 
us to say 'How can we help you?’; 
last time we were asking them to 
lay on more trains." 

Launching the four-day festival 
on the deck of HMS Victory, First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce promised t4 an exciting mix 
of old and new. from coracles up to 
aircraft carriers, and lots of activi¬ 
ties around the dockyard, both 
serious and light-hearted" 

Next year’s IFOS, which is being 
sponsored by BAe Systems, will 
also feature contributions from the 
Army and the Royal Air Forcc.lt is 
expected to feature up io 50 mili¬ 
tary ships from around the world, 
in addition to Tall Ships and more 
than 70(1 classic and traditional 
craft. 

Islands with themes such as 
technology, ecology, marine sport 
and treasure will be scattered 
around the 300-acre site,and 
music, street performance and the¬ 
atre in the Heritage Area will cele¬ 
brate three great ages of seafaring 
history - Tudor, Georgian and 
Victorian. 

The IFOS website, expected to 
be available from this month, is at 
wwwfesti valofthesea. com 


Your annual 
report on 
demand 

FROM the end of next year, all 
Service personnel and civilian 
employees will have the right to 
see much of the personal data held 
on them by most organisations - 
including the MOD 
The Dal a Protection Act (1998) 
now covers paper records kept in 
ordinary files as welt as computer- 
held data. As earlier reported in 
Navy News, it came into force on 
March 1, 2tMK) when it covered 
brand new filing systems. 

But the true impact will not be 
felt until until October 24, 2(XH, 
when it wilt cover existing systems. 

[n common with the other 
Services (and indeed with most 
employers) the Naval Service has a 
very large holding of manual 
records to enable it to manage the 
careers of its personnel. 

The information likely to he of 
greatest interest to individuals is 
their annual reports. Before 
September 199K Naval Service per¬ 
sonnel were not routinely given 
copies of their completed annual 
reports although they should at 
least have been hriefed on the con¬ 
tents. 

In the spirit of the Act, it has 
been decided to provide copies to 
serving individuals on request 
before October 24, 2(X1L Retired 
personnel will be able to see theirs 
after that date. 

RN and RM offievers and other 
ranks who wish to have copies of 
their old reports will be able to 
apply dfirectly to the NMA 
Secretariat at 2, Victory Building. 
HM Naval Base Portsmouth PQ1 
3LS. 

Ratings who wish lo have copies 
of their old C264I reports will be 
able to apply directly to their Unit 
Pay Office or Divisional Officer, 
whoever holds their reports. 

The Naval Service Focal point 
for for Data Protection is Navat 
Personnel Secretarial 3, Victory 
Building, Tel 02392 727331. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Un Mineup Incident 
Diplomatique 

We have been able to embrace our French colleagues in FS 
Aconit into an inseperabfe and highly beneficial partnership' 

- Capt Timothy McCfement, Commanding Officer ; HMS 
Cornwall 

'C’est fa derniere fois que je vais pour un run ashore avec 
vous, Jack!' 

'Eh? Wassat? Merde sainte, fai un splittiri mal k la tete . . . 
Ou sommes nous, Jacques? 1 

'Nous sommes en prison. Jack - c f est ou nous sommes.’ 

Quot? Impossible!' 

'Oui! C’est vrai! Nous sommes dans fe slammer! tncarceres! 
Banged up! Jamais un dull moment avec vous. Jack, c’est pour 
sur, mats de tous las messes vous avez pot moi into, celut-ci esl 
le plus messy! Je vois ma carriere entiere descendue dans la 
toilette!’ 

'OK, OK, Jacques - spare moi fe sermon. Qu’est-ce que s'est 
pass#?’ 

Vous ne vous en souvenez pas. Jack?’ 

Non. Quelqu’un m'a frappe sur la tele, je crois ., .' 

H Ah. Oui, Eh bien - bier soir? L’Embassy Soiree? Does ga 
sonne une bell dans votre tiny mind. Jack?’ 

'Er, je regrette - non/ 

Nous etions les membres de la Garde d'Honneur, Jack, Et 
apres f nous sommes invites pour un few wets ’ 

'Un few wets, oui. . / 

'Vous avez eu beaucoup de wets, Jack. Et puis, nous 
sommes a la Grande Balle du - 1 

Yeah! C’est tout revenu ma intenant, Jacques! J’ai danse 
avec une formidable piece de totty! Elle etait une vrai goer! Et 
je I’ai dit: "'ll y a peut-etre quelque part privee ici ou nous pou- 
vons aller pour un morceau de vous know what, ma cherie?" 
Mais apres, c’est un total blank ., . Out etait elle, Jacques?’ 

'ENe 4tai1 la femme de I’Ambassadeur, Jack - et etle vous a 
frappd sur la tete avec son sac k main!. "Hey!" je I’ai a dit, “Cest 
mon ami Jack que vous avez laid out! Qu’est-ce que vous 
croyez vous etes playing at, madame?* Et elle m'a frappe aussi 
sur la t§te avec son sac k main, Ensuite. les flics sont arrives, 
Avec deux enormes chiens Alsaciens.' 

‘Oh merde , *, * 


Illustrations par 'TlMtf 
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Heroes of HMS Argyll rescue 58 people 
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and six cows 




RFA wins rare accolade 
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• HMS Argyll prepares to 
come alongside RFA Sir 
Perclvale, which is docked 
in Freeport. Ptctunt; John $wen. 


ROYAL Fleet Auxiliary supply ship 
Fort George has been awarded a rare 
commendation for her exploits on 
both the east and west coasts of 
Africa. 

The ship T with a standing complement of 
95 civilian RFA personnel, 24 civilian 
stores personnel and, for this deployment, 
90 or so Navy helicopter and support staff, 
was with the HMS Illustrious Gulf task 
group when she was ordered south. 

Two weeks of hectic activity followed off 
Mozambique as she helped the international 
flood relief operations, with aircraft of 820 
Naval Air Squadron and the ship's boats 
delivering more than 530 tonnes of food, 
fuel and other essential supplies to isolat¬ 
ed villages as Fort George operated in 
treacherous and often uncharted waters 


around the Beira peninsula. 

She rejoined the carrier group and par¬ 
ticipated in multinational exercises, acting 
as an anti-submarine helicopter carrier and 
fuel and stores ship. 

But again she responded to an emer¬ 
gency call when she accompanied 
Illustrious south to Sierra Leone, operating 
just over the horizon from Freetown, where 
they were joined by the five-ship 
Amphibious Ready Group, led by HMS 
Ocean. 

Fort George kept Navy ships supplied 
with regular 500-mile trips to Dakar in 
Senegal to replenish fresh water and food. 

The Commander-in-Chief Fleet's com¬ 
mendation - normally awarded to individu¬ 
als for outstanding service, and rarely 
awarded to a whole ship - cites: "Over a 
period of almost six months deployed, 


exemplary leadership and dedication to 
duty was displayed by the Commanding 
Officer (Capt Les Coupland) and ship's 
company of Fort George. 

"The ship never failed to meet any 
demand placed upon her, reflecting great 
credit on the skills and professionalism of 
everyone involved." 

RFA Fort George returned to Plymouth 
at the end of July, having spent 136 of her 
162 days away at sea. 

She had steamed 36,000 miles (the 
equivalent of almost twice round the 
world), issuing 33,000 tonnes of diesel and 
aviation fuel, 2,400 tonnes of solid stores 
and food, and carried out 67 abeam replen¬ 
ishments at sea. 

The Sea Kings of 620 NAS achieved 
1,100 deck landings, and transferred more 
than 2,000 loads of stores by air. 
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the fort 


WITH the media spotlight 
turned away from Sierra 
Leone and the Amphibious 
Reach Group long gone. 
HMS Argyll has been left to 
gel on with helping bring 
stability to the troubled 
West African state, writes 
Dennis Barnes of the A mix 
Mobile News Team . 

The Duke-class frigate had 
dashed to the area, steaming 
south at more than 25 knots to 
join other Navy vessels off the 
capital Freetown. 

she now cruises the coast 
between Freetown and Dakar, in 
Senegal in conditions I hat vary 
from roasting heal to sudden, 
heavy tropical storms. 

Locals have already hailed the 
RN sailors as heroes for their res- 
cue of 58 people and si* cows, all at 
risk from drowning, ranging from a 
sinking ferry, complete with cattle, 
to fishing boats capsized hv squalls. 

Argyll's buffer, CPO Neil Everly 
- at the helm of the ship's boat 
during rescues - said "The good 
side of this is dial no two days are 
the same - and we all look forward 
t o gel t \ ng regu la r mai I.". 

Th e s h i p's Co m m a n d i ng 
Officer, Cdr Rick Wellesley, is 
proud of his ship's company. "It is 
a difficult and vet important task 
that we have to do," he said, 

“The conditions ashore are not 
pleasant, and yet the men are per¬ 
forming brilliantly. They are even 
doing charity work in their days off 
in Freetown." 


OM David Keane concurred 
that things arc not easy: “The 
deployment is unlike any others 
that t have been on. There isn't 
much chance to get ashore, and 
when you do, you have to have an 
armed escort everywhere. But it is 
what we have trained to do," 

Sailors from Argyll are involved 
in two projects ashore, the more 
ambitious one being the building 
of a health clinic. 

“It was all a bit of a surprise," 
said LOM Kenny Boutd, "When 
we first arrived we thought we 
were going to do some minor 
repairs, but they expected us to 
huild the clinic." 

OM Paul Smith agreed: "It is 
amazing what you can design on 
the back of a tag packet. We just 
rolled our sleeves up and got on 
with it," 

The project will lake some time, 
hut children low to muck in, help¬ 
ing mix concrete and move blocks. 

Lt Cdr Mike Goldthorpc said: 
"The kids arc great, laughing and 
joking, even though they have 
almost nothing. The lads like 
working here even though it is hot 
because it reminds them of their 
children back home," 

Meanwhile, apart from occa¬ 
sional visits to the jetty, HMS 
Argyll continues to sweep the sea 
just offshore, a visible reminder to 
both locals and British troops that 
she will he there if needed. 

And as she works in the tropical 
heat, she gets through around 
36,000 litres of water per day - 43 
gallons per man - for everything 
from cooking and washing to air- 
conditioning. 

RFA landing ship Sir Pcret vale 
is acting as a logistics centre for the 
2nd Battalion the Royal Anglian 
Regiment, who are training mem¬ 
bers of the Sierra Leone Army. 

British troops use the RFA For 
rest and recreation, and most of 
their stores have remained on 
board for safely, making the tank 
deck ”a cross between Tesco’s and 
U&Q Warehouse", 

Shore leave is restricted, but the 
tedium is relieved every three 
weeks or so when she heads out to 
the open sea to make fresh water, 
giving the ship s company a break 
from the heat and mosquitos. 

• Cracking show: CPO Mike 
Parsonage keeps the children 
amused as he juggles with 
eggs at the health centre site . 

Picture: Kevm Capon 


• To the rescue: CPO Neil Everly steers the ship's boat away 
from Argyll on another mission to rescue fishermen in danger of 

drowning . Picture. John Skition 


• Team work: OM Paul Smith (right) and volunteer helper Gideon 
Mgobo check the level of the new health centre s foundations. 

Picture Kevin Capon 


• High-speed ship: Duke-class frigate HMS Argyll 
steams at 20 knots across Man o' War Bay near the 
capital Freetown during operations off the coast of 
Sierra Leone. The ship spends most of her time at 
sea, where she has rescued dozens of locals from 
drowning. Picture: John Skiiten. 
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AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 47 


Beech Traveller 


JUST OVER 100 of these five-seat aircraft 
were delivered to Britain under Lend- 
Lease during World War II, most of them 
serving in the communications role with 
Royal Navy squadrons. 

Known as the UC-43 in US Army service and 
GEM by the US Navy, the aircraft had been 
developed from Beech's first design which 
first flew in 1932. 

The most striking characteristic of the air¬ 


craft was the negative stagger of the top wing 
- which earned it the nickname of 
Staggerwing 1 . In British service it was known 
as the Traveller, and for a relatively brief time 
in 1944*45 served with ten Fleet Air Arm 
squadrons. 

The Traveller was powered by a 450hp Pratt 
& Whitney Wasp Junior engine giving a maxi¬ 
mum speed of I95mph and a climb rate of 
1 ,400ft a minute. Range was 700 miles and ser¬ 
vice ceiling 25 f 000ft. 
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Wesfbury ore building luxury 

2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes 

in the following areas: 

ISLE OF WIGHT, 
GOSPORT, 
WI5TBOURNE, 
DURLEY. 

PRICES FROM £75,000 TO £375,000 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 234777 (24HR ANSWERPHONE) 

www, westb u r y -h om es. c o. u k 

YOUR HOME is AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP YOUR 
REPAYMENTS ON A LOAN OR MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOANS SECURED UPON rT. 
Credil/debil 1 card rciervtifiotn occeatcd Prices earned al time of going to prim 
Picture shows q 'Royslon' house type, but is not necessarily recfeseolcilive of the designs available. 


• Keeping watch: HMS Anglesey, part of 
the Fishery Protection Squadron . is 
responsibte for conservation of fish stocks 
around the coast of Britain, ensuring fish* 
tng boats are keeping within European 
fishing taws. 


A lthough ihe ships 

of the Fishery 
Protection Squadron 
may not venture to far-flung 
ports, that does not mean 
they have an easy time util. 

Like her sisters in the Island- 
class, HMS Anglesey was 
based on the design for a sea¬ 
going trawler, and can stay on 
station in all weathers. 

Her remit takes her to the very 
edge of the British fishery' limits, so 
she can he up to 200 miles off¬ 
shore, summer or winter, helping 
watch over more than SO,000 
square miles. 

The ship’s company of HMS 


Anglesey have recently enjoyed a 
three-week period of leave after a 
long patrol to the west of Britain. 

As Navy News went to press, the 
patrol vessel was due back out to 
the west, a six-week stint w hich will 
include time in the tuna-fishing 
grounds, with two breaks in port, 
including a visit to Jersey. 

Next month the ship is due lo 
visit home' - she has Five days at 
Holyhead in Anglesey, when there 
will be a number of formal func¬ 
tions as well as community work 
and sports fixtures: the football 
team is due to play nearby RAF 
Valley in one such game. 

In the longer term, Anglesey 
also has a programme of training 
to undertake next spring. 


Although her primary' role is to 
enforce European and British law, 
in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Fisheries and Food, 
and help gather data on fishing 
patterns, the ship is also expected 
to carry out search and rescue 
tasks when required, and she has 
an environmental pollution control 
responsibility as well. 

That means that a number of 
the half-dozen of beers in Iter com¬ 
plement of 39 are required lo have 
a good understanding of fishery 
law', as they will be required to 
make regular hoardings hy sea 
boat to ensure that nets are the 
right size and that fishing vessels ~ 
not just British boats - keep to the 
rules. 


• A Beech Traveller at RN air station Dale in Pembrokeshire , 


First of name 
was a scourge 
of the French 

F OUR ships have carried the name Anglesey, or a 
variation on it. 

The first was the Anglesea. a fourth rate, which on com¬ 
pletion in 1594 was reckoned to be the first ship built hy the 
Plymou i h Doekyard. 

In the year she was built, the 44-gun Anglesea captured 
the French privateer St Louis, and the following year she 
and two other ships took on five French ships in the 
Channel, with Anglesea herself driving off a 56-gun war¬ 
ship. 

In 1712 she and HMS Fowey recaptured the 
Scarborough, a fifth rate of 32 guns which hud been taken 
by the French off the Guinea coast in October 1710. 

Anglesey was reduced lo a fifth rate in 1719, and was 
rebuilt at Chatham in 1725. 

She still had some miles in her, serving with Admiral 
Vernon in Porto Bello from 1739, but three years later she 
was sunk as a breakwater at Sheerness. 

The same year saw the second Anglesea appear, built at 
Hull, but 1 he fifth rate was to last less than three years, as 
she was captured by the French ship Apollon in eadv 1745 
off the coast of Ireland. 

The third Anglesea was another fifth rale, built at 
Liverpool, in 1746. but within 13 years she was used as a 
storeship, and she ended her days in the summer of 1764 as 
a breakwater in Mounts Cove 


Facts and figures 


Class: Island-class 

patrol vessel 

Pennant number: P277 
Builder: Hall Russell, 
Aberdeen 

Launched: October, 

1978 

Commissioned: June 1, 

1979 

Displacement; 1,250 
lorrnes 

Length: 60 metres 
Beam: 11 metres 


Draught: 4.5 metres 
Speed: 16 knots 
Complement: 39 
Main machinery: Two 
Ruston 12RKC diesels: 
one shaft 

Navigation Radar: 

Kelvin Hughes Type 
1006; i-band 
Weapons: 30mm gun: 
7,62mm light machine 
guns can be carried 


Heading home 
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Travel aid 
to widows 


YOUR readers may be interested 
Ut know that the Government's 
Grant-in-Aid scheme for war 
widows who wish to visit their 
husbands' graves overseas, which 
was due to end next March, will 
now run for a further two years. 

The Government extended 
Grant-in-Aid following a request 
from the Royal British Legion 
who, having exclusively run" the 
scheme for 15 years, believe there 
are many war w idows who have 
ye I to apply. 

Gran Lin-Aid enables war 
widows lo make a single 
pilgrimage for an eighth of The 
cost and the Legion's 
Remembrance Travel department 
has already made it possible for 
over 4,000 widows to visit 
cemeteries in some 40 countries. 

The RBL will continue to 
ensure that those widows visiting a 
grave for the first time are given 
p r i o ri ty. A nyone e Ise m ay "also 
apply but will be asked to pay the 
full amount. Call 01622 
716729/716182 for deiails. * Piers 
Storie-Pugh* Head of Remem- 
bra nee Travel, RBL 

Navy Club 
USA 

I AM the National Commandant 
of the Navy Club of the USA. We 
arc a 3300 member club of Navy, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard 
veterans who assist in community 
projects, veterans affairs and Navy 
recruiting. 

We are looking for a Royal Navy 
Liaison Officer who will be asked 
to provide a quarterly report to 
our National Staff on Naval events 
and general interest items. 

In return, wc will provide a copy 
of our Constitution and by-laws, 
minutes of our quarterly staff 
meetings and a copy of our 
quart c r I y ne wspaper, The 
QuttrterdccL 

We hold a yearly convention to 
elect new officers, set a yearly 
budget and enjoy the company of 
other veterans and June 2001 will 
see us in Springfield, Illinois. For 
more information, visit our 
we hsi t c a t h t pp;\\ navy cl ub usa.eo m. 
- Charlie Corbin, Mon tied lo, 
Indiana, 


Phantom typist 
of Drake block 
remembered 

A BIG thank you for i\ superb day oul in HMS Smiter - particularly to the bunting 
tosser,We were talking about the names of the accommodation blocks at HMS Mercury, 
the signal school near Petersfield. When he got to the fourth block, ‘Drake’, he said: “They 
told me not to go in there alone al night, as it was haunted.” 

Now - in about 1958 or 1959 fffSt Ml elf 


1 was on the middle watch at 
Mercury. We did our usual 
routine patrol about 2.30am to 
3am, the OOW, the duty RPG 
and myself. We were walking 
along ihe public road towards 
the fourth block when wc all 
stopped dead in our tracks to 
the sound of somebody typing, 
very loudly, 

Wc all heard the carriage being 
returned and the little befl 
dinging. We approached :he block 
and searched il from top to 
bottom, inside and outside. Not a 
thing! Everyone in the block was 
fast asleep, 

I remember doing the rest of 
the patrol and going hack to ltie 
block and looking again. Does 
anyone else know of strange things 
at HMS Mercury - or did our 
incident start a ghostly myth that 
has gone on for 42 years? - Bob 
Newman* Bournemouth 


Yeovilton 


THE YEOVILTON International 
Air Day article (July issue) 
brought hack memories of 60 years 
ago when I was in the rear cockpit 
of a Blackburn Shark biplane, the 
first Fleet Air Arm aircraft to land 
on the runway al HMS Heron, 

I was a young Air Mechanic 
First Class (Engines) and our 750 
Sqn was a training squadron for air 
navigators and air gunners. We 
were based at HMS Peregrine at 
Ford. West Sussex, which was a 
grass airfield, severely bombed by 
the Germans as they worked along 
the South Coast. 

Although Yeovilton was not 
ready, wc had to move urgently to 
keep our training programme 
going. There was no accom¬ 
modation for the ratings so wc had 


Stiff upper 
lip over US 
wordplay 

ENGLISH is widely regarded ns the richest and most versatile of 
languages. Why then, does the British Fighting man seek to 
impoverish his mother tongue so? Naturally, both the Americans 
and the RAF are to blame. Allow me to explain, 

Americans have the happy meaning beyond a martial context. 


to live in Army bell-tents in a 
nearby field - complete with field 
kitchen. 

As we landed or» the virgin 
runway and taxi-ed up to Ihe 
hangar, we saw the Master at Arms 
and the Chief Gunners Mate 
waiting to assist swinging the 
aircraft round to nark on the 
apron. This was suen an unusual 
sight to see nun-FAA men 
handling aircraft that my mate 
David Steele made sarcastic 
remarks and gestures - which 
unfortunately for him were heard 
and seen by said MAA. I Ihink he 
was probably the first man to be on 
Commander’s Defaulters at 
Yeovilton. 

A few weeks later a lone 
German bomber dropped a stick 
of 51101b bombs - the first landing 
80 yards from the tents where we 
were having a Saturday afternoon 
siesta. The only casualty was a 
civilian storeman who lost an arm. 
- E. R. Todd, Havant, Hants. 


knack of inventing new words - 
neoiogismx . Occasi on a I ly su eh 
words or even whole new 
expressions find their way into Ihe 
popular vocabulary: orient, down¬ 
sizing. envision t lawmaker, 

burglarize- 

Nowhere is this more apparent 
than in the business community - 
and because business is king in 
America it follows that adoption 
(adopt ivizat ion?) of business 
methods is a Good Thing Way To 
Go. 

Accordingly, the US Armed 
Forces - no" strangers to esoteric 
language themselves - have seized 
upon the business wav of doing 
things with alacrity, aplomb and 
gusto. 

Thus we now hear Americans 
talk of hanle-mtmagemenu batrie- 
space, collateral damage. "USNS 
Merrimack: the one-stop shop for all 
your war-ft gluing needs '* and so on, 

Alas* it’s not just the Americans. 
In an effort to preserve ihe 
impression of a common vision, we 
in Britain have adopted such 
neologisms whilst adding a few of 
our own: joimery, littoral warfare, 
blue-water, brown-water, grey water 
and a plethora of “purple" prose. 

Inevitably, the introduction of 
so much new terminology is bound 
to result in the odd casualty. To 
me. the most lamentable loss, one 
closest to alt our hearts, is the 
virtual disappearance of the word 
naval in an operational sense, 
usurped by the ubiquitous military. 

We still see naval in the 
organizational sense. Naval Home 
Command, for instance, but its use 
in terms of sea-borne power 
projection (another Americanism) 
has ail but vanished. Even naval 
doctrine is considered by the 
Maritime Warfare Centre. 

Until the First World War (or 
World War 1* as in Jaws 2 or Rocky 
IV ) armed forces around the world, 
especially those imperially 
disposed, had hut two arms: a navy 
and an army. A navy fought naval 
campaigns whilst an army fought 
military ones. 

As the two disciplines were 
entirely separate there was never a 
need to coin a word to describe a 
joint campaign. The two adjectives 
involved* naval and military* 
enjoyed equal status and had no 


The status quo endured. Then, 
during the First World War. the 
antecedent of the RAF. the Royal 
Flying Corps* was formed* 
Naturally enough, its campaigns 
were fought m the air, both over 
land and over sea. and so there 
evolved talk of air warfare. 

Now there were three adjectives 
but still none to describe a 
campaign involving more than one 
arm. The need to coin a new word 
became more pressing. 

Whilst the embryonic RAF 
fretled over what colour uniform 
would best complement its mess 
Curtains* the Army mounted a 
campaign hv stealth lo stamp out 
the word naval and impose its word 
as the generic term for 
militaiy/naval/air action and - by 
extension - assume the mantle of 
de facto Senior *Service. 

Consequently, you will 
now find that The Little 
Oxford English Dictionary 
describes the word military 
thus: of soldiers or the army 
or alt armed forces. 
Meanwhile* the word naval 
does not appear at all* Even 
my computer spell-checker 
insists on navel. 

All is not lost* however. Even at 
this late stage, if we were to coin an 
entirely new expression* perhaps 
taking the American model as an 
example* ihe Army may be 
compelled to retreat. Here's my 
s ugge si ion: In tendixeiplina ry 

sphere-based task-oriented non 
specialized pro-cttm-reactive stake- 
holding elemental. . Hmm. Sounds 
naval to me! - WO(CT) Steve 
Flanagan* HMS Drake. Devon- 
port. 

Other guardians of the English 
language should take a look at 
BUI Bryson's fascinating hook 
Made in America which is 
devoted entirety to neologisms 
and their origins, He reveals that 
a surprising number of supposed 
Americanisms are in fact pure 
English * and vice-versa. 

Would you believe that that 
supposedly quintessential British 
phrase denoting fortitude u keep a 
stiff upper lip h is American in 
origin? - Ed. (See Newsview. 
page 20) 


Letters to the Editor 
should always be 
accompanied by the 
correspondents name 
and address , not nec¬ 
essarily for publication . 
email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information 
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COULD I please express my sincere thanks and gratitude for a 
fantastic day when my wife and l visited HMS Invincible at 
Falmouth for the Families Day? 

Working in the public sector myself, I often deal with young 
adults who have very negative thoughts and attitudes* Visiting 
the ship, l can only give praise to everyone we spoke to in the 
crew. They were helpful, polite and positive in everything they 
said and did. - Name and address supplied 

I AM a 13-year-old pupil at Merchant Taylor’s School, Crosby* 
My uncle is a lieutenant commander in HMS Invincible and i 
was extremely fortunate to be allowed on board the ship and 
sail from Liverpool to Bristol as part of her Meet Your Navy 
programme. 

I consider that I had the opportunity of a lifetime, especially 
as the third day was a VIP Sea Day when the Navy 
demonstrates its true capabilities. Here I observed Nava) and 
air forces working together in exercises at. above and below 
sea level* I was truly amazed* I am sure I shall value the lessons 
I learned on board for a long time. 

I have enclosed my diary, “Notes from a Large Boat* 1 , 
together with photographs of my stay for your information. - 
Matthew Taylor, Formby, Merseyside. 

Matthews well observed diary of his time in HMS invincible was 
too long for us to publish - but his appreciative comments on the 
quality of the food would have delighted her chefsI - Ed 

• Matthew Taylor at the helm of HMS Invincible 




















































I WAS interested to read your piece on 
the video of the film of the novel by 
Nicholas Monsarrat, The Ship that Died of 
Shame. 

in, I think, 1945 an observant policeman 
on his nightly beat, at 3 a.m., in 
Stowborough near Wareham, noticed 
some lorries on the only road leading to 
Arne. 

This he found most strange as at 
Shipstall Point there was nothing, except 
about 30 abandoned American LCTs left 
with all their gear on board, the Arne 
peninsula being a battle range during the 
war No one lived there* 

The observant policeman alerted his 
headquarters in Wareham. The customs 
were called in and they laid an ambush* 
When the trucks returned they were 
found to be loaded with French wine and 
brandy. 

When the law arrived at Shipstall Point 
they found another LCT hard aground, 
with its crew, waiting for the tide and hid¬ 
den among the other LCTs. They arrested 
the crew and impounded the craft* 

It appeared that the LCT had collected 
her cargo from an ex-Navy MTB off 
Swanage but out of sight of land* This 
practice had been going on for some 
time* Using Poole Harbour with its then 
quiet creeks made the place ideal for a 
shallow draft craft which was hardly 
noticed among the other landing craft 
there* 

The MTB was very good for fast pas¬ 
sages and avoiding the few Customs cut¬ 
ters, particularly when under the White 
Ensign with the crew in uniform* 

The Customs relied mainly on "Coast 
Watchers" who patrolled the coastline. 
The port of Poole itself had only one 
Customs officer with one or two assis¬ 
tants who were responsible for the har¬ 
bour, the Imperial Airways flying boats 
and Hern Airport (now Bournemouth 
International Airport)* At times when 
arriving at Poole quay during the night 
and flying the yellow duster we had to 
wait until nine o’clock when the Customs 


office opened to get clearance* Of course, 
our "rabbits" were ashore long before 
then* 

The story went that some ex-RNVR offi¬ 
cers had bought the MTB and LCT as 
Admiralty surplus and had been making 
regular voyages to Cherbourg flying the 
White Ensign ostensibly to buy wine and 
spirits for the Wardroom in Pompey 
Barracks* 

Eventually they were all caught, the 
vessels brought alongside Poole Quay 
and the crews all landed with a long 
stretch in quod. 

When the film was being made the film 
company came to Poole to shoot some 
sequences with an MTB* They came to 
Poole Yacht Club and asked the then 
Commodore where were the best places 
to film - advice he was pleased to give in 
return for an unexpected but most wel¬ 
come cheque to swell the club funds* He 
was a Lt Cdr Hibbs, who had been in 
command of Coastal Motorboats in the 
Dover Patrol during World War I* - B,C. 
Broadley, Peyremale, Gard, France. 

The ship used in the making of the film 
was the Gay Dragoon, MTB PI 050. I was 
the Engineer at the time. There were 12 
Gay boats built between 1952-53, pow* 
ered by three VI2 Packard engines, each 
1,50Qhp giving about 40 knots. 

It was an interesting experience and on 
completion of the filming, which lasted 
six weeks with us, we departed for an 
exercise in the Baltic with the other Gay 
boats. 

1 heard many years later that another 
vessel used in the making of the film, an 
MTB converted as a cruiser which was 
used as a base for the film stars, Richard 
Attenborough, George Baker and Bill 
Owen, was later purchased by the broth¬ 
er of comedian Jimmy Edwards and sank 
in the Mediterranean under unusual cir¬ 
cumstances. - N. D. Ferns, Waterlooville, 
Hants 

# Gay Dragoon in 1955 
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Isn’t this a cash 
incentive that 
punishes POs? 

CONCERNING the £3,000 retention allowance being paid to all Leading Operator Maintainors in 
the Fleet, I have just completed my PGOM(AWT) course at HMS Dryad and I am a bit miffed, just 
like everyone else on the course, about how we are being punished for getting off our backsides and 
getting on with our careers and advancing up the rate structure* 


I cannot understand why we do 
not qualify for this payment* 

Would we qualify it we lost our 
rates, say, in a couple of weeks' 
time? 

We all know that in the Fleet 
there are quite a few LOMs who 
have just been silting back wailing 
for this payment to be paid, before 
going for promotion! - PO(AWT) 
S. K* Bartlett* RN air station 
Prestwick. 

Direc tor of Na va l Ma nn tn g 
replies: 

As explained in the announce¬ 
ment signal and in Draftys 
Comer, the FRl was intended to 
solve a specific, short-term prob¬ 
lem caused by the shortage of 
Leading Rates within the 
Wardare Department 

We must obviously target our 
money carefully at the precise 
point where our problems lie ■* 
This is the reason both for the 
stipulation on people being LRs , 
or ABs passed for LR and the 
length of service criteria. 

Any properly targeted measure 
wilt by definition. leave certain 
groups just outside of the rules. 

Financially of course, newly 
promoted Petty Officers have 
already gained through their pay 
increase and will continue to do 
so every month: this is the return 
for their hard work in passing 
their career course. 

Canadian 
Gun Run 

IT IS sad that the traditional field 
gun run has been deleted from RN 
activities - but it is still going 
strong in the Royal Canadian 
Navy. 

It is one of the main attractions 
at military functions and my com¬ 
ment is; “Cmon over - the weath¬ 
er's great." 

As a Sea Cadet. I was street lin¬ 
ing with a *22 rifle when King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
visited Canada in 1939 and two 
years later I was able to enlist at 


the age of 14 by making a slight 
alteration to my birth certificate. I 
was still in Navy- blue at 65* - Tom 
Sawyer, Oakville. Ontario. 

The RCN’s Gun Run was 
established in 1967 for the Tattoo 
marking Canada s centennial 
From 1980 to 1995 it was an 
annual feature of the Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo in Halifax. 
During the summer, the Gun Run 
team travels throughout Canada 
and has been seen by nearly 4 
million people to date It has 35 
members, drawn primarily from 
the ships of Maritime Force 
Atlantic. Final performances this 
year are at Toronto from 1-4 
September. Although the RN 
Field Gun competition that was a 
feature of the Royal Tournament 
has now ceased, it survives in 
other hands, with the RN 
Whitbreaa Backwoods competi¬ 
tion, this year won by HMS 
Heron. - Ed. 

Lucky shot 
for 127 


JULY'S issue noted the 30th 
anniversary of the demise of the 
Lot* recalling for ex-mat dots many 
a ‘nim' tale of when 'bubbly* was 
issued* no doubt* 

Late in 1943. landing troops at 
Termoli on 1 he Adriatic coast 
from LC1(L)I27. Jerry aircraft 
raked our craft with cannon fire. 

Excitement over and up spirits 
due, L'Sloker Gilhev went to the 
locker where the rum jars were 
stored, [ here the wily old rum 
bosun discovered a shell bad 
blown up one jar. 

To those of us gathered to see 
the damage, he opined to us mot¬ 
ley crew of 18-strong (also the 
average age) that said exploding 
shell could well have destroyed all 
14 other jars* Emptied* smashed 
with hammers, their contents filled 
every pan and kettle aboard, 
thereby making cooking an art of 
improvisation. 


At Malta the remains of the jars 
were wheeled in a handcart to 
HMS Phoenicia, declared dest¬ 
royed through enemy action and 
replaced. We flogged watered 
down samples to “dry' Yankee 
landing craft sailors, spliced the 
main brace every birthday and still 
had spare rum left months later 
while engaged in the Normandy 
landing on D-Day. 

For the record* L Stoker Gilhev 
was 62. a veteran of Jutland, while 
the youngest on board was OS 
Tim Foster* who was 15 when join¬ 
ing 127 in New York the previous 
year. D. Satherley* Warwick 

Lost from 
Theseus 

CONGRATULATIONS on your 
Korean War supplement, an excel¬ 
lent resume of the action that took 
place 50 years ago. 

There were in fact seven killed 
from HMS Theseus and a suitable 
memorial tablet was made and 
carved in our shipwrights shop. 
They were Lt Alan Beavan. Lt 
Geoffrey Cooles* Lt Allan Green* 
Fit Lt Denis Guy. RAF, Pilot HI 
Ralph Johnson. PQ John Wigley 
and NA Benie Wood. 

Several of our planes were shot 
down, crew mainly rescued by 
American helicopters, three from 
behind enemy lines. - L* A. 
Rad ice, Old Portsmouth 

All the Ds 
in one line 


REGARDING the new Daring- 
class destroyers, my father served 
in HMS Defender in the Med in 
1932-34. For the rest of his days he 
was fond of quoting “Duncan the 
Daring Defender of the Dainty 
Duchess Delight". Or was ft 
Diana**? - D. P. Watkins, Oxted* 
Surrcv, 
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CD SHOP 

EXPERIENCE MUSIC 
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www.towerrecords.to.uk 


TOWER RECORDS are about to open an 
exciting new store in Southampton's 
prestigious Wes! Quay Shopping Centre, 

REGISTER NOW to receive regular 
updates on the progress of the new 
store and to qualify for exclusive 
opening offers and giveaways. 

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO is go online ta 
www.towerrecords.co.uk, dick an the 
Southampton News link and enter your 
name and email address. 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE for the latest 
musk news, retard releases, album 
reviews, OVDs and track downloads. 
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• WREATH: The service at Piskarevskoye Cemetery held in 
memory of the 700,000 civilians and 400.000 military personnel 
who died in the 900-day siege of St Petersburg during WWIt. 


Legal Advice 

If you're in the ForC0S there's a fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 

• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 


Another veteran at the service was 
Frank Plank, a Telegraphist on the WWIl 
Dasher who is now Chairman of the HMS 
Dasher {1943} Association which provides 
mutual support and comfort to those 
affected by the tragedy. 

At a reception at TS Gannet after the 
service. Mr Plank thanked the CO , Lt Dean 
Bassett, and ship's company, Executive 
Officer CP0 Mark Mortimer. CMEA Tony 
Yeomans, RO Dean Arnott and LMEM Phil 
Dace, for making it possible for associa¬ 
tion members to pay tribute to those who 
perished in the disaster. 

In reply, Lt Bassett said: "it was an hon¬ 
our for the Ship's Company of the present 
HMS Dasher to be able to give something 
back to those who had lost so much." 1 

To take part in the Service, HMS Dasher 
broke off from a seven week URNU deploy¬ 
ment with HM ships Puncher, Pursuer and 
Blazer, which included visits to Holland, 
Germany, Denmark, Norway, Scotland, 
Wales and Cornwall, 

j A full report on the P2Q00 deployment 
will be published in next month s Navy 
News , 


• FINLAND: HMS Sheffield alongside at Kotka ; where the Finns 
worked hard to out-do the Russians in their hospitality . 


Saunas, white-water rafting and 
a very close liaison with the local 
military ensured a very successful 
and memorable visit. 

With the F2 chaplain embarked, 
there were also sombre moments 
as Sheffield's CO, escorted by a 
guard from the ship, laid a wreath 
at the memorial to mark the 
anniversary of the battle of 
Ruotsfnsalmi, the Finnish equiva¬ 
lent of the battle of Trafalgar, 

From Kotka, and following 
another short training period, 
Sheffield moved on again, this 
time to visit Klaipeda in Lithuania 
where they were again enthusiasti¬ 
cally received by the local citizens 
as the firM major British warship to 
visit the city. 

The crew helped redecorate a 
special needs school and donated a 
further 2,1)110 toys to a local 
orphanage and gave the children a 


guided tour of the ship. 

The British Chamber of 
Commerce, keen to promote 
UK/Lithuanian business links, 
hosted a beach barbecue and invit¬ 
ed 100 of the ship’s company. 

On the way home Sheffield 
spent a weekend in Den fielder in 
the Netherlands before replenish¬ 
ing food and fuel supplies and 
heading buck to Plymouth. 

CJr Lowe, said: "This Baltic 
deployment has been an outstand¬ 
ing success as well as hugely 
rewarding for all who took part, 
“Exercise RALTOPS 2000 
demonstrated the co-operation 
between NATO and the 
Partnership For Peace nations in 
the Baltic and goodwill and new 
friendships between ihc RN and 
Poland. Finland. Russia and 
Lithuania have grown with each 
visit, 11 


HMS DASHER sailed into the Clyde 
during her summer deployment to 
pay tribute to the 379 officers and 
men who were killed in her World 
War tl namesake. 

The wartime HMS Dasher was an 
Avenger-class escort aircraft carrier which 
sank in the Firth of Clyde on March 27 T 
1943, after a huge aviation fuel explosion 
and fire. 

It was the second worst Naval catastro¬ 
phe of WWIl but the strict secrecy sur¬ 
rounding the loss of the Dasher and its 
effect on convoy duties meant that many 
people did not get to hear about the 
incident until tong after the War. 

Only 149 men were saved from the 
terrible explosion and 57 years on people 
still have painful memories of the day. 

The current HMS Dasher, an Archer- 
class P20Q0 Patrol Craft, visited 
Ardrossan on her way back from Norway 
and embarked ten veterans and relatives 
of the men who died to take them out to 
the wreck of the escort carrier. 

When they reached the War Grave one 
of the survivors of the explosion, the Rev 


the Baltic 


Frank Myers, conducted a poignant 
memorial service as wreaths and flowers 
were thrown into the sea and a Sea King 
helicopter from 819 Naval Air Squadron at 
HMS Gannet flew past trailing a White 
Ensign, 


H MS SHEFFIELD is back in Plymouth after an 
eight-week tour of duty in the Baltic Sea and vis¬ 
its to seven different countries. 

The “Shiny ShcfY first port of call after leaving Plymouth was 
the Swedish capital of Stockholm where key officers and senior 
ratings took part in briefings for a major exercise, BA LTD PS 
200U. 


More than -UHH1 sailors from ! I 
countries were assembled for the 
start of the exercise, making it thc 
largcst military force ever to visit 
the Swedish capital. 

During the two-week exercise. 
HMS Sheffield operated with air¬ 
craft, submarines and over 4M ships 
from France, Germany, Sweden. 
Denmark, the USA. Poland, 
Estonia, Lithuania. Latvia and the 
Netherlands. 

The ship was placed in charge of 
one of four Surface Action Groups 
(SAGs), guiding the USS Ross, an 
American Arleigh Burke Class 
Missile Cruiser, the Polish ORP 
Kazuh and the French FS Second 
Mail re Le Bihan. 

As well as military operations 
they conducted Search and Rescue 
exercises, lowing evolutions and 
hoarding operations against 
embargo breakers. 1 

The exercise ended with a 
debriefing in Kiel which coincided 
with the international maritime 
festival there and England’s Euro 
2CKPC) football match against 
Germany which was watched on 
TV by the Ship's Company in 
good-natured high spirits. 

The village of Sterup, near Kiel, 
kepi up a tradition by inviting 
British sailors to sample their leg* 
endary hospitality and a parly of 
villagers were invited to the ship in 
return for their kindness. 

Before leaving Kiel, The Lord 
Mayor of Plymouth joined the ship 
to lake passage to Plymouth's twin 


city of Gdynia where the Ship's 
Company took full advantage of 
the opportunity to tour the sights 
during a rare visit to Poland. 

Sheffield's next visit, to St 
Petersburg, was a highlight of the 
deployment for many, ft was the 
first visit by the RN since 1998 and 
the ship was welcomed with open 
arms and a Russian military band 
on the jetty. 

While they were alongside, 
3,000 people queued in the 
rain to visit the ship and 
trips to the Ballet. the 
Hermitage museum, and 
coach tours around the city 
were fully subscribed, 

Sheffield's Captain, Cdr Tim 
Lowe, and a platoon from the 
Ship’s Company also attended a 
memorable wreath-laying service 
a I the Piskarevskoye memorial 
Cemetery which is the place of 
burial for the 7M0,ftiH) civilians and 
400,000 military personnel who 
died in the 900-oay siege of St 
Petersburg (known then as 
1 ,e n i ngra d) i n Wcir I d Wa r 11. 

And during the ship's stay at Si 
Petersburg, sailors visited a local 
orphanage to preseni toys collect¬ 
ed by ihe ship’s company from 
around the UK in the months lead¬ 
ing up to the deployment. 

After a few days at sea, Sheffield 
called at the historic Finnish town 
of Kotka, where the Finns worked 
hard to out-do the Russians in 
their hospitality. 


• SWEDEN: HMS Sheffield at Stockholm before BALTOPS 2000 


• BALTOPS 2000: Sailors man a GPMG during the exercise 


m SURVIVOR Frank 
Plank lays a wreath in 
memory of shipmates 
who died in HMS 
Dasher 1943. 


Dasher honours War dead 


Sheffield back from 


• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 



The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 



• FLY PAST: A Sea King from 819 
NAS trailed a White Ensign as 
Dasher (right) held a memorial ser¬ 
vice for the men who died in her war¬ 
time namesake , 
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one month’s free 
subscription 


free connection 
saving you £35 
inc. VAT 


more inclusive talk 
time and even 
lower call charges 


available to military 
personnel, their 
families and friends 


keep in touch 
around the world 
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the Nokia 321 Oe 
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0800 168 168 
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Connection is subject to status and a minimum twelve month contract. Free connection offer available on selected Talk Plans and Everyday 50 until 30 September 2000. 
This offer excludes upgrades and monthly charges start from £15.50 on Everyday 50. All prices include VAT. All phones are subject to availability. One month's free 
subscription available on Everyday 50, Talk 60, 150, 500. This offer closes 31 December 2000 
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VERY attractive female. 35, 
v.g.s.n.h. seeks genuine male far 
friendship, ala. Box Sept I 
STUNNING brunette 24 seeks 
sailor with hrilliant personality for 
friendship. Box Sept 2 
KAREN 34 wlim person who likes 
animals, sport and ice-hockey. 
Box Sept 3 

MAKIELLE, pretty brunette - 
young 45 - green eyes, feminine, 
nice personality seeks penpals. 

Box Sept 4 

WIDOW 61. cuddly, requires 
penpals with g.s.o.h, looks 
irrelevant, aJ,a. Box Sept 5 
LIN 45 widow, university teacher, 
looking for genuine male with 
g.s.o.h. for friendship. Photo 
appreciated. Box Sept 6 
1)1 A NE 28, dark hair hazel eyes 
seeks Naval penpal 30+. Bux Sep! 7 
SINGLE sailor 31 kind, honest and 
earing looking for similar n am red 
female, friendship relationship. 
Box Sept 8 

POXY, fun female 31 seeks 
male penpal for friendship/laughs. 

Box Sept 9 

YOU’VE gtit mail. Ca/ and Soph’ 
wltm servicemen for friendship. 

Box Sept III 

NEEIJ RESCUING? Debbie 32. 
redhead. seeks fun. honest, 
marine/sailor, with g.s.o.h, photo 
appreciated. Box Sept 11 
ATTRACTIVE, single mum 34. 
sec k s fun hi v i ng, pe n Tri end I i n 
fnendship/rclaiionship. Box Sept 12 
ALISON 3b slim, curvy, strawberry 
blonde, student in sports therapy and 
English. Bov Sept 13 
KATHY 39 attractive petite brown 
eyed brunette, likes (Heatre/cinema. 
dining out travel, Box Sept 14SUE 
45 divorced, two sons, own 
business, loves socialising/ writing. 
Box Sept 15 

Navy News 
Own Products 

It you are not satisfied with one of our 
own products sold through this paper 
simply return it to us unused within 14 
days and we will replace it tree ot charge 
or issue a lull relund (including postaget 
This guarantee dines nof 
affect your statutory rights 


PA late 2(Fs & Air Stewardess late 
30‘s seek two officers 30-35 
for co rresponde ncc/fri e nd sh ip. 

Box Sept lb 

I,ON ELY land locked female, wants 
some fellow sea loving people to 
correspond with. Box Sept 17 
JACKIE 33 g.s.o.h. seeks 
pen friends for letter, laughs and fun. 
Box Sept 18 

INTELLIGENT, attractive, bubbly 
blonde, 39 seeks Naval gent for 
correspondence. Box Sept 19 
SINGLE Asian female seeks single 
Asian male, 30-35, g.s.o.h, for 
friendship, a.l.a. Box Sept 20 
TALL, slim, single female, 
seeks male penpals 30+. Photo 
appreciated. Box Sept 21 
ATTRACTIVE divorced. Dorset 
Lady seeks lasting relationship with 
sincere, loving Naval man 40-55, 
Photo appreciated. Box Sc pi 22 


PERSONAL 


ATTRACTIVE LAWYER 34 

years (Leeds area) with bubbly 
outgoing personality enjoys outdoor 
life including walking, running and 
golf Seeks “dashing Naval officer” 
(30-42 years) for friendshi p/possible 
LTR, Photo appreciated. Box %8l 
ATTRACTIVE YOUNG 50 
something lady, blonde hair blue 
eyes. 5’2” slim/medium. Loves 
ri>m a nee, w i n i ng/d i n i n g, cou nir\ 
walks, holding hands, wj.t.m. 
romantic genuine, earing man, Photo 
appreciated. Box 9682 


NOTICE 

All advertisement submitted lor entry 
into the Navy New> Pen friend Column 
urv subjected to copy approval. 
Navy Mews re senes the nght in make 
any amendments which il considers 
necessary or u> edit copy which is m 
excess of the number of words paid for. 

Please note: We am take na 
responsibility far the nature or 
smote of the replies received. 

You must be over 18 
to advertise in this column. 



People in the News 



Trainee priest samples 
life with Commandos 


A TRAINEE priest from Wycliffe College, Oxford, got the 
surprise of his hfe when college authorities suggested he join the 
Royal Marines for his five-week summer parish placement. 


Since trainee priests arc usually 
sent to spend lime in parishes, Jez 
Fagan (29) didn't know what he 
had let himself in for. 

Under the guidance of the 
Commando Padre Pete Scott, Jez 
joined RM recruits in the PT pro¬ 
gramme, lived on Dartmoor under 
exercise conditions and attempted 
some of the Commando tests. The 
placement is believed to be the 


first of its kind in the military. 

Jez lost half a stone during 
his five weeks with the Royal 
Marines but he said it had 
been a fabulous experience. 

He said: "I am keen to attempt 
the Green Beret Course in the 
future to become a Commando 
Padre, but I will slock up with a lot 
of Mars bars next time! 



• Je 2 Fagan (left) with The Revd Pete Scott and two RM recruits. 


Helicopter team 

award for 
excellence 



• ROLLS ROYCE TROPHY: The award is presented to Cdr Rick 
Collins by Miss Sue Lyons„ Rolls Royce Managing Director 
Defence Europe. 



m CHAMPION AT ARMS: 
PO Nigel Raddie. 


Sherwood's 
crack shots 

CRACK SHOTS from 
HMS Sherwood made a 
big impact at the RIMR 
Rifle Association Skill at 
Arms contest at Bisley. 

Although just three of 
the Nottingham reserve 
unit's team of 11 had shot 
competitively before, their 
success was spectacular. 

PO Nigel Raddie won the 
Champion at Arms compe¬ 
titions for both pistol and 
rifle for the eighth year in a 
row. 

And the team from HMS 
Sherwood also won the 
Viscount Elvedon pistol 
team trophy, the Graham 
Challenge Trophy for 
SABQs and the Chamber 
Trophy for Tyro Pair 
Service Rifle. 

The team were also run¬ 
ners-up for the Duke of 
Westminster Trophy 
(SASO) and Cock of the 
Fleet. 


wins 


A viation experts at 
Gosport have won 
a top national 
award for engineering 
excellence. 

The Fleet la nds-based 

Mobile Aircraft Support Unit 
(MASU) outstripped lough 
competition from the FAA 
squadrons and ship's flights to 
win the Rolls Royce 
Engineering Efficiency Trophy. 

MASU is responsible for repair, 
transportation and salvage of all 
Royal Navy. Army and Royal Air 
Force helicopters throughout the 
world. 

They are also responsible for the 
design and development of modifi¬ 
cations to Naval aircraft as well as 
being the focal point for engineer¬ 
ing tools within the Royal Navy. 

The trophy was accepted on 
behalf of the 113 Service and civil¬ 
ian personnel employed at MASU 
by its Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Rick Collins, in the presence of 
Flag Officer Maritime Aviation, 
Rear Admiral Iain Henderson. 

Cdr Collins said: “I am extreme¬ 
ly proud to receive this prestigious 
award on behalf of the men and 
women serving on MASU for their 
sterling efforts in support of the 
operational capability of the Tri- 
Service rotary wing community and 
the enhancements to Naval aircraft 
tools. 


“To have won this award against 
the extremely lough competition of 
Squadrons and Unils of the Fleet 
Alt Arm is particularly pleasing 
and in my opinion well deserved. 

“We pride ourselves in being 
able to constantly meet the press¬ 


ing, unpredictable and immediate 
demands of the From Line 
Command, which clearly this 
award recognises. 

f The trophy will sit in pride of 
place in our display cabinet for all 
to see." 



SHORT Engagement Seaman Clinton Hume 
played a key role in the decommissioning of 
HMS Orwell, despite the fact that he'd been on 
hoard for only four months. 

The 17-ycaf-old from the Sea Cadet Unit TS 
Orwell in Ipswich used his seamanship skills to make 
a special rope which was fitted to the ship's bell for 


use during the ceremony, and the honour of lowering 
the White Ensign for the last time also went to 
Clinton. 

Another highlight of Clinton s time on board was 
the chance to show friends trom his former Sea C adet 
unit around the ship during the vessel's final visit to 
her affiliated town of Harwich (report on page 29). 


CLINTON RINGS THE CHANGES AT 
ORWELL’S DECOMMISSIONING 


# SALUTE: The White Ensign is lowered for the last time during the decommissioning of HMS Orweif . Picture la(Phot) fi 0 Ford 2 SL 
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IN BRIEF 


YORKSHIRE URNU 
Midshipman Mika-John 

South worth found himself a 
long way from home during a 
temporary attachment to ihe 
Estonian "navy. 

The Business student from 
Hull University arranged 
some work experience with 
the British Defence Attache in 
Helsinki at the end of a year of 
foreign study in Finland. 

And one of his assisgments 
was to assist the Estonian 
Navy’s Naval English tutor. 

□ □ □ 

THE CAPTAIN of HMS 
Grafton took the salute from 
680 pupils during a visit to the 
Royal I lospital School 

Grafton was visiting her 
affiliated town of Ipswich and 
Cdr Bob Sanguinctti was invit¬ 
ed to he guest of honour at a 
ceremonial parade at the 
school in Holbrook, Ipswich. 

The Suffolk boarding school 
has strong links with the Navy. 
It was founded at Greenwich 
in 1712 and it continues to 
offer signifleam concessions to 
the children and grandchildren 
of seafarers. 

□ U U 

CAPTAIN Derek Richards 
RNR has been elected Elder 
Brother of the charitable mar¬ 
itime organisation the 
Corporation of Trinity House 
London, 

Capt Richards, who recent¬ 
ly retired as Director of 
Amphibious Warfare Branch 
of the RNR and Head of List 
I RNR, is a Trinity House 
Deep Sea Pilot. 

Trinity House charities 
serve mariners hy providing 
support to those in need, ana 
funding education to advance 
seamanship and safe naviga¬ 
tion. 


□ Q □ 

THE HIGHEST marks in a 
final exam at HMS Raleigh 
earned OM Scott Boyd the 
Owen Cup. 

Scott (2D) from Darn ley in 
Glasgow, was presented with 
the trophy by Commodore Ric 
Chcadlc. Commander of 
Devon port Naval Base, 

The exam was taken at the 
end of his eight weeks basic 
training at HMS Raleigh and 
he has now moved on to spe¬ 
cialist training at HMS 
Collingwood in Fareham, 
Hampshire. 

□ U □ 

Tl IE FOOTBALL- Association 
has presented its highest hon¬ 
our to Bill Pearce, President of 
Culdrose FC. 

The FA's Gold Medal, 
which can only be awarded to 
an individual who has given 
more than 51) years continuous 
service to the game, was pre¬ 
sented by the KAs Life Vice 
President John Ryder, 

Bill began his fooihall 
career with Long Rt>ek AFC 
in 1948 and qualified as a ref¬ 
eree before nis 21st birthday. 
In 1952 he returned to 
Cornwall and refereed for 22 
years. He became linesman 
for RNAS Culdrose in 1974 
and he has carried out every 
office in the dub. After four 
years with Cornwall County 
FA he returned to Culdrose as 
General Manager in 1998. 
Today, even as President, Bill 
(below) can still be found 
making the tea at Culdrose 
every Saturday. 



Navy sets 

highest 

standard 


A ROYAL NAVY officer has set a new record by 
becoming the first student to achieve an ‘A 1 
grade on the Advanced Command and Staff 
Course at JSCSC Bracknell. 


More than 900 high calibre 
officers front all three services 
have completed the course but 
Lt Cdr Tony Radakin is the 
first to achieve the highest 
grading. 


The result recognises his out¬ 
standing professional excellence in 
joint military operations and he 
was presented with the SEMA 
Group Prize for Best Student by 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Julian 
Oswald. 


Phots develop nicely 



COMMODORE Hugh Edleston, Director of Corporate 
Communications Royal Navy, presented professional 
photographic qualifications to five sailors at the end of 
their 27-week course at the Joint School of Photography 
at RAF Cosford. 


He also presented certifi¬ 
cates of advancement to three 
of the course members, LA 
Phots David Husbands, David 
Walker and Angela Pearce, 
who are being posted to HMS 
Neptune and SFPU. The 
remaining two course mem¬ 
bers, LA Phots Jonathon 
Hamlet and Nigel Stevenson, 
take up posts at HMS Drake 
and HMS Neptune respectively. 


The Simon Gregg Memorial 
Trophy for top career photo¬ 
graphic student from all three 
services was awarded to LW 
Phot Susan Rose, now serving 
at HMS Drake, 

The Trophy was presented 
by Mr and Mrs Gregg, in mem¬ 
ory of their son who was killed 
in a motor cycle accident in 
1981 whilst training at JSOP 
RAF Cosford. 


High flyers get together 



• HIGH FLYERS: Lt Cdr Dave Mackay and Wg Cdr Mike Jenkins 


THE JOINT Harrier force passed another milestone when Wing 
Commander Mike Jenkins became the first RAF pilot to com¬ 
plete Hawk refresher training at the Royal Navy Air Station at 
Yeoviiton. 

To mark the occasion, Wg Cdr Jenkins, who is Commanding Officer of 
No.20 (R) Squadron, took to the skies in a T8 two-seater Sea Harrier 
trainer with Lt Cdr Dave Mackay, CO of 899 Naval Air Squadron. 


899 NAS and No. 2U (R) 
Squadron arc the Royal Navy and 
Royal Air Force Harrier 
Operational Conversion Units 
(OCUs). 

In the early days of the Harder, 
the RAF was responsible for the 
conversion of Naval pilots, but as 
the RAF and RN aircraft devel¬ 
oped differently the RN took over 


the responsibility of training RN 
pilots from Valley to the front line. 

As part of the Joint Force 
Harrier initiative, 899 NAS will 
move to RAF Wittering in 2003 
and the two 1 larder Operational 
Conversion Units will be collocat¬ 
ed for the first lime, offering 
streamlined and enhanced training 
for the Joint Force, 



TOP STUDENTS ; Lt Cdr Jonathan Worthington (left) Major Matt Holmes RM, Lt Cdr Tony Radakin 
and Lt Cdr SJ Singh. 


Lt Cdr Radakin, who was also 
praised for his altruistic contribu¬ 
tion to all apccts of the course, is to 
be Military Assistant to the Under 
Secretary of State for Defence. 

Another notable achievement 
was made by Royal Marines Major 
Malt Holmes who came third out 
of 321 students on the latest 
course. He has been posted in a 
top operational staff appointment 
within 3 Commando Brigade. 

'top overseas student was Lt Cdr 
S J Singh from the Indian Navy, 
who was presented with the 
Curtiss Prize by Air Marshall Sir 
John Curtiss, and a Herbert Loti 
Prize went to Lt Cdr Jonathan 
Worthington for the best essay on 
maritime strategy. 

The men had all successfully 
completed Advanced Command 
and Staff Course No 3, which was 
the last ACSC to be held at 
Bracknell as ihe college is moving 
to purpose-built site at 
Shriven ham. 


Icing on 

the cake 

RN CATERERING exper¬ 
tise provided the icing 
on the cake tor a 
Summer party thrown by 
Navy News at HMS 
Nelson. 

LCH McGuthrey and LCH 
Martin baked and 
decorated a huge cake to 
mark the launch of our web¬ 
site. Navy News Online. 

Our thanks go to the two 
chefs and their boss, CPO 
Chef Skinner who is 
pictured with the cake, and 
to Navy News staff Anne 
Young, Lisa Taw and Liz 
kParker 




At the Pub Estate Company Limited we’ve 
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The Pub Estate Company is an 
j equal opportunities employer. 
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Family Matters 





Youngsters 
flock to 


Women on 
course for 
success 

A GROUP of Naval wives has 
been presented with certificates 
after studying with the 
So u i h a m pi on Ci t y Col I egc 
Outreach Centre, based at the 
Royal Sailors Rest in Plymouth, 

The women gained recognised 
qualifications in a dm I nisi ration* 
book-keeping and information 
technology skills. 

Among the successful students 
was Jacqueline Brown, who col¬ 
lected a certificate in RSA Audio 
Tra ascription. 

Mrs. Brown, whose husband is 
based at I IMS Drake, is the moth¬ 
er of three young children, and has 
been sludying with the centre 
since 19%. "having begun in 
Portsmouth. 

"With three young children 
under four, if I can do it, anyone 
can,” Mrs Brown said, 

“IPs also an excellent place to 
meet people, and there arc other 
things you can do here, such as 
have lunch or do aerobics,’* 

The centre offers low-cost and 
flexible study hours, and there is a 
creche. 

Further information on courses 
beginning this month can he 
obtained from course co ordinator 
Shirley Pen on (11752 607646. 

Train for a 
return to 
employment 

A FREE course in Hampshire for 
Service dependants thinking of 
returning to employment has been 
so successful that the organisers 
have decided to repeat the project. 

Funded by Hampshire County 
Councils new adult learning pro¬ 
gramme, the new ten-week course 
at Crosslcy Centre, Rowner, 
Gosport, began on August 11 — hut 
those who miss the start date can 
still join, and further courses are 
planned. 

The course, run by Kerry 
Dedman. is designed to be friend¬ 
ly and relaxed and is also aimed at 
those who arc thinking of applying 
for college places. Many of the stu¬ 
dents on the first course held ear¬ 
lier this year have now entered 
employment or arc actively apply¬ 
ing for college courses. 

Those interested should contact 
Gary Keith, the Naval Community 
Worker at Rowner, on 023 925K 
0115, 


playscheme 

UP TO 50 children a day enjoyed a 
range of play and educational 
activities at a summer playgroup 
based in Helensburgh. 

The three-week Millennium Summer 
Playscheme at the Drumfork 
Community Centre, Churchill Square, 
was organised by Susan Heaney of the 
Naval Personal and Family Services 
and Rev Ian McFadyen from the Naval 
Chaplaincy Service. 

The first week was at Garelochhead, 
with the remainder at Churchill 
Square, and activities included football 
coaching, badge-making, sweet-mak¬ 
ing and arts and crafts. 

On the Wednesday of each week, the 
children were taken to the Time 
Capsule at Coatbridge, where they 
were able to go swimming and ice- 
skating. A party and disco rounded off 
each week. 

Other help was provided by the 
Royal Sailors Rest, Braeholm, who lent 
a minibus, and Church of Scotland 
minister Alistair Duncan. 

• Matthew Brown and Paige Barclay 
enjoy s ome era ft work at the 
Millennium Summer Playscheme. 


New name for 

THE TRI-SERVICE HIVE, offering informa¬ 
tion arid advice in Plymouth has marked 
its official re-launch with a day of celebra¬ 
tions. 

Formerly known as SWIFT (Support 
Welcome Information for Families Team), the 
new organisation offers support to personnel, 
single or married, and their dependants. 

The party at the Crown hill Family Centre, fea¬ 
tured a charity balloon race, a magician, and a 


HIVE of activity 

bouncy castle tor the youngsters. 

The HIVE can offer information on a wide 
range of subjects, from schools to dentists, e- 
mail and Internet facilities, support for new 
arrivals, and can be a focal point for communi¬ 
ty activities. There are more than 150 In- 
Service HIVEs around the world. 

Plymouth HIVE is particularly keen to hear 
from anyone who could become a volunteer. 
They can be contacted on 01752 768184, or by 
e-mail on HtVE@hiveptymouth.fsnetco.uk 


• SENIOR rates from HMS Westminster don't just support a good cause - they go and find 
out what it f s ati about. CPOs Mess members CPO Andy Nickerson (centre), CCs Les 
Fenwick, Mick Sanders and John Brenkley ; and CPOs Fraz Fraser and Nobby Matt visited 
KIDS, a charity in Fareham which works with children with special needs to present a 
cheque for £t,000 raised over the past 12 months. Les and Andy both have children who 
have been helped by KIDS. 


FAMILIES and personnel in the Falkland 
Islands now have their own HIVE to turn to 
for advice. 

The organisation, offering information and 
advice was officially opened by Brig Geoff 
Sheldon, the Commander British Forces 
Falkland Islands, whose initial idea led to the 
creation of the organisation. 

The office, headed by Gerry Thirsk, is situated 
in the reception area of The Village at Mount 
Pleasant, and is linked to the Internet, allowing 
those due to take up a post in the Falklands to 
find out about facilities before they arrive, such 


as schooling, sport and accommodation. 

Staff also hope it will be the first port of call for 
personnel seeking support in matters concern¬ 
ing future postings, benefit schemes, and links 
back to home units. 

The HIVE office - which took three months to 
set up, with the help of Mrs Sue Gates, Regional 
HIVE Co-ordinator in the UK - is open Monday to 
Friday between 11am and 1pm to offer help to 
anyone connected with the military. 

Information can also be obtained by ringing 
Mount Pleasant on 005 007 3263, or e-mailing 
fihive # ho tmait. com 


Rating brings 


least, he hopes so, as he has not 
heard from them since that 
day. 

Vladimir made his way to his 
uncle, who arranged for him to 
travel in a lorry to the UK, and he 
arrived in Southampton the day 
before his 16th birthday. 

Now he is trying to rebuild his 
life while waiting for his asylum 
application to be processed - and a 
senior Naval rating is helping with 
the process of normalisation. 

CPO(FS) Dave Bailey is sludy¬ 
ing for a diploma in social work at 
the University of Portsmouth, and 
as part of his course he was on 
placement at the children's home 
m the New Forest which Vladimir 
attended on a daily basis. 

"There was an initial lan¬ 
guage barrier - although his 
English has come on fantas* 
tic a My since he came to 
Britain in April - but he was 
just there, sitting in the 
home, while all the others 
were at school," said Dave. 

"I felt I had the ideal opportuni¬ 
ty to commit some time to him and 
to sit and talk. It’s at that stage you 
realise that language is interna¬ 
tional - if you take the time to lis¬ 
ten, you can communicate," 

At that point the family that had 
fostered him on a short-term basis 
could not continue, and social ser¬ 
vices stepped in. Vladimir's older 
cousin had made a separate jour¬ 
ney to England, and a room was 
found at the same house in the 
community in Southampton for 
Vladimir, as well as a place at a 
Local college. 

**1 maintained contact with him 
and wc built up a good relationship 


quite quickly,” said Dave. "Social 
services then decided they needed 
a befriender or advocate for 
Vladimir, and I offered myseir for 
the job as a volunteer, although 
they are normally paid. 

"The role is to be a voice, to 
ensure they are getting everything 
they need and are entitled to, and 
attending appointments and so on. 

"As he is a minor, it’s slightly dif¬ 
ferent, in that we are trying to help 
him return to normal life. So he is 
pari of my family’s life when he 
wants to be. 

"This is really a golden opportu¬ 
nity - the chance you do not come 
across very often.” 

In practice, that means Vladimir 
is picked up in Southampton every 
few days, has a meal with Dave, his 
wife Amanda and three-year-old 
son Luke, and gets his washing 
done. 

He hopes to spend more time at 
college - a new departure, as boys 
are regarded as men at the age of 
14 back in Kosovo, forcing 
Vladimir to readjust to becoming a 
youngster again after nearly two 
years working on his family’s small¬ 
holding. 

"Like any lb-year-old, he misses 
his family.” said Dave, "but now r 
it's a question of settling down to a 
new life. Even if they found his 
parents and sister, there would be 
problems in sending him back, as 
he is really scared.” 

Dave, who has served in the 
Navy for 17 years, said he will he 
there for as long as Vladimir needs 
support: "I shall do what 1 can until 
the day Vladimir says ‘I don’t need 
you any more' and that will be 
fine" 


* Sky-high: 150 balloons are launched by Sandy Bell , HIVE co¬ 
ordinator,, and Ros Tall, wife of Capt David Talt f Captain Base 
Personnel at HMS Drake . 


WHEN a group of armed 
Serbs set fire to his house in 
the middle of the night in 
February, 15-year-old 
Kosovar Albanian Vladimir 
Hasani did not have time to 
stop and think. 

He ran for his life, into the 
forest, and his parents and sis¬ 
ter made their own escape. At 


Information centre opened 
in Falkland Islands complex 


hope to refugee 
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The Royal British Legion is 
dedicated to help serving 
and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 


PROVIDES 

ONLY V 2 

THE FUNDS 
WE NEED 



...1,000 people are helped to 
visit war graves every year 

...over 300,000 calls for help 
are answered every year 

...54,000 people are helped 
with war pensions every year 

...5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 

...100,000 visits are made each 
year to the housebound or 
those in hospital. 




If you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, 
would like to make a donation 
or require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725 . 
Alternatively, visit our website 
@ www.britishIegion.org.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 219 279 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 
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• LW Linda Sturman operates the signaling tamp on the bridge 
roof of HMS Illustrious. Her day job is head of the Cardio¬ 
respiratory Investigative Unit at Trafford General Hospital. 



m OM(MW) Taft O'Donnell and AB Wren Esther Wakeman putt 
together during a weekend of Sea Training in UK waters. 



• Lt Dave Constant controls helicopter movements from RFA Fort 
George. When the ship was diverted to provide flood relief in 
Mozambique , he was on a plane from the UK within three hours . 


Royal Naval Reserve has 



As the Royal Naval 
Reserve embarks 
on a campaign to 
recruit 7SO new 
staff, Lt Heather 
Tuppen (left) looks 
at the increasingly 
important role of 
the RNR and its 
contribution to 
the success of 
recent operations 
and exercises at 
home and abroad. 


Reserves 
of strength 

S WEEPING changes are being made in the 
Royal Naval Reserve as a result of the 1998 
Strategic Defence Review. 

A recruiting drive has been launched to attract 750 new per- 
sound and funding for paid annua! training has been increased 
by 40 per cent. 


At the same lime, upper age 
limits have been increased to 40 
for ratings and 45 for officers and 
personnel with Regular Service 
experience and specific qualiftca- 
tions. 

The changes reflect the 
increasingly important part the 
RNR has to play in exercises and 
operations in the UK and alt over 
the world. 

During the latest major NATO 
exercise ’tanked Seas 1 the 
Commander of the UK Task 
Group, Rear Admiral Sieve 
Meyer, said: ' Royal Naval Reserve 
specialists are fundamental to m\ 
role and my role is fundamental to 
the Royal Navy." 

The Admiral s relatively small 
staff of eight Warfare Officers 
doubles in size with the augmenta¬ 
tion of RNR specialists for both 
exercises and recent operations in 
the Adriatic and in the Gulf. 

Specialists include staff from 
many hranches of the Royal Naval 
Reserve such as: 

J Naval Control of Shipping 
(NCS): RNR officers keep the 
4 ask Force Commander informed 
of merchant shipping movements. 

During Linked Seas there where 
NC S staff in I IMS Illustrious were 
led by Lt Cdr Carrie Hands and 
another team, led by the appropri¬ 
ately-named Li Cur Rod Drake, 
was deployed to a Spanish 
aircraft carrier, 

J Com mun teat ions: RNR 

Ratings from all over the UK. led 
hv CTO Liam McGee vor from 


Pictures: Dave Hunt 


HMS Scotia, helped to provide 
Maritime Communications 

between the ships and shore 
authorities at CINCSOUTHLANTI 
and seven RNR personnel were 
deployed on the Spanish LPD 
Galicia during Linked Seas. 

J Submarine Advisory Staff: 
RNR personnel who mate sure 
that submarines deployed with 
joint task forces can exchange 
informa tion securely, 

_l Public Affairs: Ex-RN officer 
and Communications. PR and 
Marketing graduate Lt Cdr Lindv 
Maeken/ieThilps w as attached to 
Admiral Meyers staff to escort 
journalists and advise on press 
relations during Linked Seas. 

J The Air Branch: RNR per¬ 
sonnel joined the Air Operations 
Cell which co-ordinated all mar¬ 
itime air activity during Linked 
Seas. 

J Allied Worldwide Navigation 
and Information Systems: RNR 
personnel ensured that unclassi¬ 
fied navigation warnings arising 
from military activity were passed 
quickly to merchant ships. 

In a realdtie crisis, such warn¬ 
ings can be anything from mine- 
laying activity, to shipwrecks or 
unexphnied bombs, 

Lt Cdr Richard Green acre (a 
software engine for BAe Systems) 
was on the AWN IS staff during 
I .inked Seas, I Ic said: "AWNIS is a 
skit) which is quite unique to the 



• LT Cdr Kevin Brigden briefs Harrier Pilot Lt Jamie Harms on the 
air picture during exercise Linked Seas . Kevin was a Naval 
Observer and his last job was as Training Planning Officer for the 
Merlin at ft NAS Cutdrose. He Is now qualified as an airline pilot 



• Lt Cdr Carrie Hands RNR , Staff Officer, Naval Control of Shipping 
(NCS) team, on the bridge of HMS Illustrious during exercise 
Linked Seas . She said: "This is my third major NATO exercise in 
this role and each time we continue to improve our methods." 


RNR and is invaluable in limes of 
escalating conflict and war where 
real dangers must be notified 
urgently, 

‘Exercising together on this 
scale, with so many international 
units involved, is excellent training 
for our branch." 

Training is a lop priority in the 
RNR and the Strategic Defence 
Review gave a 40 per cent increase 
in funds to make sure that 
Reserves are ready to deploy in 
times of crisis. 

One example of the RNR's flex¬ 
ibility came during the disastrous 
flooding in Mozambique earlier 
this year, 

RNR Air Branch Lt Dave 
Constant was sitting at home 
watching TV news about the 
floods w ? hen he received a call to 
see if he could join RFA Fort 
George as second aviation officer 
as the ship was diverted to assist 
with the disaster relief operation, 

Three hours later he was on a 
plane hound for Mozambique? 

• LIFESAVERS: Read about 
the RNR Medical Branch on the 
next page . 


Facts and 
figures 

j The Strategic Defence 
Review (SDR) of 1996 
called for an increase in the 
RNR number* from 3,100 to 
3,850. 

j New am limits for 
Reserve service came Into 
eftecl In dune. The upper 
age limit for rating* is now 
40 and age 45 For those 
with former regular Service 
or specific qualifications. 
For those seeking a com¬ 
mission, the age Ifonit is 45. 

J For more Information 
on the RNR write to the 
Personnel Office, 

Directorate of Navel 
Reserves, do NRTA, HM 
Navel Base, Portsmouth 
POI 3LS or contact your 
nearest Reserve Training 
Centre on 0345 300123. 



• Lt Lee Thome supervises a group of Minewarfare Reserves as they undergo training on one of the 
Royal Navy's minehunters. 



• Submarine Team: Lf Cdr Chris Hardinge RNR (left} is pictured with French Captaine Philllppe 
Dethomme and Lt Cdr Rick Donaldson in the Ops room of HMS Illustrious. He left the Navy eight 
years ago and Is now Director of a Defence Consultancy Service. He was awarded an MBE In the 
Queen s Birthday Honour s List for his specialist services to the RN in recent operations. 
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vital role in operations and exercises 


Argus goes into action 



• THEATRE: Surg Cdr Robert Wheeler 'operates' In RFA Argus 


I TS A SAD fact that ail 
battles mean that 
casualties are going to 
be taken, so prepara¬ 
tions for war must 
involve an plan for 
evacuation and treat¬ 
ment 

One of Britain's biggest 
assets in this area is the Primary 
Casualty Receiving Ship RFA 
Argus, which was developed 
and deployed in record lime 
during tne Gulf War 
The ship has proven to be a sue* 
ccssful, versatile unit and has been 
engaged in regular exercises with 
the Royal Navy and NATO allies, 
Argus saw the final activation of 
its hospital complex during the last 
major NATO exercise "Linked 
Seas' when more than 200 
surgeons and medical staff kept 
the facility fully operational for 
three weeks white realistic casual¬ 
ties were down on board by heli¬ 
copter. 

During the exercise, off the 
coast of Portugal, the regu¬ 
lar Royal Navy medical staff 
from Derrtford and Haslar 
hospitals were strength^ 
ened by a team of twenty 
from the Medical Branch of 
the Royal Naval Reserve, 

Specialists from the RNR are 
often called on in times of crisis 
and the reserves included both 
general surgeons and surgical 
nursing teams who have volun¬ 
teered for the stressful and haz¬ 
ardous job of receiving and caring 
for casualties in the immediate 
aftermath of a major sea and 
amphibious battle. 


Among them was Surg Cdr 
Robert Wheeler, who was granted 
leave to take part in the important 
exercise by Southampton City 
Hospital, where he works as a 
Consultant Paediatric and 
Neonatal surgeon. 

While he "operated’ on casual¬ 
ties which were stretehered in by 
Royal Marines bandsmen he was 
supported by two further reserves 
acting as theatre assistants. Naval 
Nurse Claire Snow, Theatre Sister 
at the Wessex Nuffield Hospital, 
and Lt Daniclla Cliffc, an 
Occupational Health Nurse 
Advisor at Dcrriford Hospital in 
Plymouth. 

At the next operating table, 
another RNR officer was at work - 
Surg Lt Cdr John Corson from 


HMS Calliope, Lt Cdr Corson has 
a wealth of experience in abdomi¬ 
nal and bowel surgery and when 
not on exercise with the RNR he is 
Consultant General Surgeon at 
City Hospital in Newcastle. 

ibeked away in a compartment 
deep inside RFA Argus, a fully 
functioning pathology lah was 
heing run with the help of Leading 
Medical Support Assistant Linda 
Hadcocks, a highly-qualified bio¬ 
medical scientist^ who usually 
works at Mayday Hospital in 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 

For POMSA Debbie Han. her 
task on RFA Argus was very like 
her civilian job, although the work¬ 
ing environment was very differ¬ 
ent. On the ship, Debbie was in 
charge of issuing medical stores. 


and at home she does a similar job 
for Boots The Chemist, 

During exercise Linked Seas the 
reserve training unit at HMS 
Da I ri ad a provided three RGNs 
who were enjoying their first expe¬ 
rience at sea. ftir Naval Nurse 
Amanda Harvey it was her first 
trip outside the UK and she was 
accompanied by keen volunteers 
Heather Pearson and Julie 
Lasse ter. 

And HMS Cambria was also 
represented - by Lt Eileen 
Munson, a locum midwife from 
the University of Wales in Cardiff. 

White the Regular and 
Reserve medical staff were 
hard at work their every 
move was watched by 
Senior QARNNS (R) officer 
Cdr Dawn Kenny and Surg 
Cdr Peter Small, who both 
acted as 'umpires’ during 
Linked Seas. 

Standing back from the action, 
it was the job of the two senior 
RNR Medical Branch officers to 
assess the overall capabilities of 
the ship and to offer constructive 
points for further development, 

Cdr Kenny said: “In December 
2000 this PCRS complex will he 
removed from RFA Argus and a 
new, purpose-designed complex 
will be installed with better equip¬ 
ment and a much larger area, 

“We have learned much from 
our experiences with the present 
arrangements and will apply all the 
lessons learned with the new unit. 

"1 am delighted that the skills of 
the Medical Reserve Branches arc 
clearly being recognised and we 
hope to become fully involved in 
augmenting the new PCRS in the 
future," 



• CASUALTY: Helicopters delivered a stream of cases with 
realistic injuries. 



• ASSESSMENT: Lt Eileen Munson and her assistants take 
charge of a patient in the hospitai complex In RFA Argus. 



Absent without leaving 

you short. 

Exclusive discounts for you and your family. 


For great savings on British Airways flights, look no further than the MoD Flightiine. And what’s more, if you recommend a colleague 
to the Flightline, every month between now and the end of November 2000, you have the chance to win a pair of Club World tickets 
to any British Airways destination. To book flights or for more information call 0141 226 4321. 
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Options 


i lciurn of 
the Saint! 


HMS SOUTHAMPTON is 
back in Portsmouth after a six- 
month deployment to the 
South Atlantic. 

The ship, which sai led on 
February ll to take up th c job of 
Atlantic Patrol lask (South) was 
based primarily in the Falkland* 
and she was the first destroyer to 
support Joint operations there 
since HMS Edinburgh’s 
deployment in 1998. 

I IMS Southampton provided a 
potent addition to the air defence 
capability in theatre and worked 
closely with the other Services 
based at Mount Pleasant. 

She took part in two major 
exercises, Cape Petrel and Purple 
Strike, providing integrated air 
defence of the region and shore 
bombardment to support ini ant r> 
and mortar live firing exercises. 

Away irom the Fa Ik lands. HMS 
Southampton has been closely 
involved in defence diplomacy in 
South America. 

She took pan in the Brazilian 
Fleet Review and visits to 
Montevideo and Fortaleza have 
further cemented firm relation¬ 
ships with the Uruguayan and 
Brazilian Navies, 

Several sailors also volunteered 
to deliver presents to the young 
occupants of a home for "street 
orphans in Rio where they helped 
with repairs and refurbishment. 

And lor another eight members 
of the ships company, there was a 
marvellous opportunity to set off 
on a ten-day adventurous training 
expedition in the Brazilian inlerb 
or. 

For the voyage home, the ship 
was joined by families and friends, 
and hy the Right Honourable Mr 
Gwyn Prosser. MP for Dover and 
Deal who was visiting the ship as 
pan of the Armed Forces 
Parliamentary Scheme. 



DEFENCE Secretary Geoff 
Hoon has condemned 
reports that have suggest¬ 
ed the Government plans to 
privatise Faslane Naval 
Base. 

He said: “Faslane is a 
Naval Base, It Is ridiculous 
to suggest that the MOD 
has plans to ‘privatise’ the 
base, 

"We are inviting industry 
to propose ways in which 
they might become Involved 
in a number of roles, partic¬ 
ularly engineering work, but 
that is quite different from 
privatisation.” 

□ □ □ 
OVER 100 years of dedicat¬ 
ed service by Naval Nurses 
is commemorated in a new 
display at the Royal Naval 
Museum at Portsmouth. 

The museunVs 20th centu¬ 
ry gallery now includes pho¬ 
tos, personal testimonies 
and memorabilia from dat¬ 
ing back to the foundation 
of the QARNNS in 1902. 

□ □ □ 

THE ANNUAL meeting of 
the Endurance Association 
will be held on board HMS 
Endurance at Portsmouth 
on September 28. For 
details contact Bill Baxter, 
17 Sherwood Drive, 
Exmouth, Devon EX8 4PX. 

□ □ □ 

THE BAND of Her Majesty's 
Royal Marines Scotland will 
perform at Manchester 
Cathedral on October 6 in aid 
of King George's Fund For 
Sailors. 

Tickets, costing £7.50, are 
available from Lt Cdr 
Williams, 87 Hulme Hal! RcL 
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire, 
SK8 6LF, 

y q □ 

MOD ENTRIES to the Plain 
English Campaign’s Inside 
Write 1 awards are due in by 
Sept 22. For details, contact 
Louise Airth at Main Building 
0207 218 8294. 


Pembroke joins NATO flotilla 


HMS PEMBROKE has had a busy 
schedule since commissioning at 
Portsmouth back in July. 

The day after the ceremony she sailed 
for a deep diving work-up off the coast of 
Cornwall and conducted a series of dives 


to 80 metres using the very latest CBDA 
rebreathing equipment. 

And as Navy News went to press, the 
ship was leaving her home port to join 
NATO's MCM Force North where her deep 
diving capability will be put to full use in 
ordnance disposal operations. 


New motors 
could save 
Navy a billion 

F UTURE warships and submarines could be powered by huge elec¬ 
tric motors which could save the MOD up to £1 billion in operating 
costs. 

The prospect took a step nearer reality on August 1 when the UK and France signed 
a £19 million contract to develop an electric propulsion technology demonstrator to 
investigate the benefits of electric motors. 

Alstom Power Conversion will build the 
demonstrator at Whetstone, Leicester, and if 
successful, electric motors will be considered as 
a power source for the Future Surface 
Combatant, the Royal Navy's next generation 
warship, the Future Attack Submarine, and 
two new aircraft carriers. 

Ships powered by electric propulsion 
would need fewer, more efficient 
engines, leading to a lower initial 
purchase prices and lower fuel, operat¬ 
ing and maintenance costs throughout 
their service life. 

And large machinery spaces will no longer 
be needed, allowing more space for weapon 
systems and accommodation. Ships will he also 
be more operationally effective, better places 
to live and work, and will be more stealthy. 

Defence Procurement Minister Baroness 
Symons said: 'The introduction of electric ship 


propulsion may be as significant as the change 
from sail to steam, 

it could mean the warships and submarines 
of the future would be more effective, would be 
better places for their crews to live and work 
on, and would be built and operated at a lower 
cost to the taxpayer. 

“The work now underway will place the 
Royal Nayy and the French Navy at the fore- 
fronl of this exciting technological develop¬ 
ment. 

The results of the Technology Development 
Programme will give us the information we 
need to use electric propulsion as the baseline 
against which other propulsion systems will be 
judged, 14 

If the prime contractors for the Future 
Surface Combatant, the Future Attack 
Submarine or the Future Aircraft Carrier wish 
to use an alternative they will have to demon¬ 
strate that their proposal is better,” 



• An Officer Cadet of the Pembrokeshire 
Yeomanry was one of the guests at HMS 
Pembroke s commissioning. 


Bilbao’s birthday 

HMS GLOUCESTER paid an infor¬ 
mal visit to Bilbao during the city's 
700th anniversary celebrations. 

A highlight of the visit was the pre¬ 
sentation of a plaque by 55 people who 
were evacuated from Spain during the 
civil war with the help of the Royal Navy. 

And a party of men, including the CO 
Cdr Paul Cook, visited the British 
Cemetery in Bilbao for a memorial cere¬ 
mony service conducted by the Rev 
Richard Madders. The ship is now back 
in Britain and will be berthing at 
Avonmouth on September 15 for a visit 
to the City of Gloucester. 



• RUNNERS-UP: Seahawk were second overall but they won the 
Bambara Trophy for Best Naval Air Command Band . It was 
presented to Band C/Sgt Reg Skeen by Mrs Dianne Davies , wife 
of the Commodore of HMS Cottingwood. 


Drake wins band battle 


MUSICIANS from HMS Drake are celebrating their most suc¬ 
cessful year ever after winning the Royal Navy Volunteer Band 
competition at HMS Colli ngwood. 

Ten loams descended on Collingwood, including three hands from 
Naval Bases, two from RN Air Stations, three from large training estab¬ 
lishments and two from I IQs in Northwood and Gibraltar. 


But the performance of the 37- 
strong band from Devonport 
earned them a range of trophies 
and the overall Best Band tide, 
Drake's volunteer hand is led by Lt 
Tony Wild, trained by Band C/Sgt 
Charlie Fleming and it has 
Constable Colin Dance of Devon 
and Cornwall Police (Exeter) as its 
Drum Major. 

The musicians, aged from 15 to 
70, are drawn from Serving and 
retired personnel from all three 
Armed Sendees, the Police. Civil 
Service and the local community. 


Constable Dance won the com¬ 
petition for Best Drum Major. 
HMS Drake was 1st Overall 
Marching Band, came second in 
the Drum Display and was also 
second in the concert performance 
competition. 

Their combined results earned 
them I he Challenge Trophy for 
Besi Overall Volunteer Band in 
the Royal Navy. 

HMS Seahawk came second 
overall and won a trophy for best 
Naval Air Command Band. 


LEGAL 


NAVAL lawyers have 
produced some outstand¬ 
ing results to outshine their 
civilian counterparts. 

Navy Barrister Lt Cdr Mark 
Emerton won the Sherwin 
Oliver Prize as the top student 
on the MAand LLM Business 
Law course and he is the first 
person ever to receive an LLM 
Masters Degree from 
Portsmouth University. 

And Lts Andrew Murdoch 
and John Pheasant have been 
outstandingly successful In 
their Bar Final Examinations at 
the College of Law, London. 

Lt Murdoch recorded the 
highest mark and was awarded 
the Criminal Litigation Prize, 
while Lt Pheasant came third 
In the exams and won the 
Evidence Prize as well! 

• Lt Cdr Emerton (left) Lt 
Pheasant and Lt Murdoch . 
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Destroyer 
calls at Cuba 

HMS CARDIFF took a break 
from operations in the 
Caribbean to visit the US 
Naval Base at Guantanamo 
Bay. Cuba. 

The Portsmouth-based warship, 
which is Atlantic Patrol Ship 
(North), look on the USN at soft- 
ball and a Jamaican at football, 
drawing 2-2. 

Cardiff's CO. Capt Neil 
Moiisetti, said: "We've had an out¬ 
standing time. Wc have been taken 
care of brilliantly and wed love to 
come hack. 

‘"And il we can't come hack, 
another ship from the Roval Na\^ 
will!" 

Top award 
for 846 NAS 

A SEA KING helicopter 
squadron based at the Royal 
Navy Air Station at Yeovil ton 
has won a top award for effi¬ 
ciency' for a record fifth time. 

The unit, 846 Naval Air 
Squadron, have won the Australia 
Shield and £500 for maintaining an 
outstanding operational capability 
in the last year. 

The Australia Shield was a gift 
from the people of Australia in 
1967 and the cash prize will be 
spent on amenities which will ben¬ 
efit the squadron as a whole. 

It was presented to the 
Comm an ding Officer of 846 NAS. 
Lt Cdr Richard King, by Flag 
Officer Maritime Aviation. Rear 
Admiral lain Henderson, at a 
gathering of the entire squadron. 

Record row 
by RM team 

THE GOSS Atlantic Row team, 
led by former Royal Marine Mark 
Stubbs, has set a benchmark hy 
completing the first trip from 
Jersey to Poole. 

Rowing in pairs in a 27ft sea 
scull, changing over every 91) min¬ 
utes, they covered ihe 91.5-mile 
course in jusl over !4hr 31 min. al 
an average speed of more than six 
knots, and have challenged others 
to atlempt to better their mark. 

As the first long-distance row by 
the team, including serving Royal 
Ca pi Mark Phillips and for me r 
RM Bcrnie Shrosbree, bolstered 
by three Jersey rowers and sup- 
purled by Condor Ferries, project 
leader Mark Stubbs was delighted 
hy the result. “It is a fantastic feel¬ 
ing to have achieved something 
that has never been done before 
he said. 

Memorial to 
MTR crews 

A MEMORIAL has been unveiled 
in Lerwick to commemorate the 
crews of two motor torpedo boats 
who lost their lives during World 
Warll. 

The plaque recalls the occasion 
when MTBs 626 and 686 were 
preparing to fetch back the drivers 
of We I man midget submarines 
which had been involved in an 
attack on German warships in 
Bergen. 

A Norwegian officer had been 
spotted and captured, so his cub 
league and two RN lieutenants scut¬ 
tled their craft and were smuggled 
into hiding by resistance workers. 

The MTBs were alongside Quay 
4 at Lerwick, loaded with an extra 
1,000 gallons of petrol in cans on 
deck as they prepared for sea, when 
the Norwegian MTB 626 caught lire 
and exploded, quickly enveloped its 
RN sister boa I in flame. 

One man died in MTB 626 and 
six were hospitalised with severe 
burns, while six men dies in MTB 
686, One of the injured died later in 
hospital 

Veteran submariners from Ihe 
UK and Norway gathered at North 
Ness were joined by Mrs Kathy 
McBain, daughter of AB John 
Gray, who was one of the victims. 

The plaque was presented hy the 
Shetland-Norwegian Friendly 
Society and the Coastal Forces 
Veterans Association. 
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Case sizes 1 l / 2 w 
diameter (37mm) 


MAKER TO THE ADMIRALTY 

The Ark Royal Pilot 
Watch a classic 
timepiece to honour 
a naval legend 






Automatic 25 jewel movement 
in a polished stainless steel case 

Luminous hands and numerals 


Screw down crystal back to 
display movement 

Water resistant to 50 meters 



* • qggi- * i: • r 


I n 1941, the escape of the Bismarck into the Atlantic could have spelled disaster 
for the convoys that were Britain’s lifeblood. In a celebrated encounter. 
Swordfish torpedo bombers from the carrier HMS Ark Royal, which relied 
upon Scwills Chronometer 39403 for navigation, made the crucial hits that 
slowed down the German battleship and led to her sinking by the Royal Navy 
In honour of her momentous contribution, this superb Pilots Watch has 
been named Ark Royal'. Similar watches were issued to many senior military 
personnel and the design has now become a classic. Today you have the 
opportunity to acquire an authentic replica of this noble piece of British history • 
a timepiece of rare precision and style. 


“My Ark Royal pilot 
watch is a jjood 
timekeeper and much 
admired, and 
the connection with 
my old ship (fives me 
enormous pleasure ”, 

Kx Naval lighter pikii 
HMS Ark Rural, 
later ([apt,tin and Admiral of 
Flagship HMS Ark Royal 


I ndividually made to 
order using rime- 
honoured Scwills standards, the “Ark Royal 1 offers you old fashioned 
standards of excellence. Ir features a beautifully intricate 25 jewel movement, 
which you can observe in action, thanks to the screw down crystal back* The 
movement is housed in a polished solid stainless steel case, and features winding 
crown protection lugs. 

In keeping with its naval pedigree, the Ark Royal 1 watch is water 
resistant to 50 meters, and has large luminous numerals and hands to 
facilitate night reading* On a black leather strap, the watch comes with 
a handsome navy blue leather 1 presentation box* Truly a timepiece to 
be worn with pride, by admirers of military precision. 

Only £27.50 per month 

Tills superb timepiece is available on 10 INTEREST 
FREE instalments of £27.50 or £275.00 in full. 
Post the coupon or telephone us today. 

Visit our web site: WWW. SC Wills. CO Ill 



HMS Ark Royal 
reproduced bv kind permission of WHgbl & Portsmouth 




AVAI 

FROM SEWILLS 

YOU NEED SEND 
NO MONEY NOW 

To order your ‘Ark Royal’ Pilots Watch 

CALL DIRECT ON 
FREEPHONE 


0800 731999 & 


Lines open 8.30am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri and 10.00am - 4.00pm Sar and Sun 

Or complete and return the coupon below to: 

Sewills Sales, FREEPOST (LV 7185), 

PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


UNIQUE 
10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

7 DAY 

MONEY BACK 
WARRANTY 


Ji 


TARV 2904 


I wish to order my Ark Royal 1 Pilot Watch. I understand that I need send no 
money now and 1 wish to pay by 10 INTEREST FREE monthly instalments" of£27,50 ! ] 
I wish to pay in hill £275*00 D (+£5 Packing, Insurance & Delivery) 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss_ 

Address_ _ 


Postcode 


"T 

) 


*(By Direct Debit Subject to status) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 



You may return your Ark RayaT within 7 days of receipt for any reason and have hill refund or replacement 
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WIN A 3 NIGHT MINICRUISE TO BILBAO 


r 


Send your entry with your name and address to: Navy News 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
- All entries must be received by 30th September 2000 - 

Crossings are subject lo concessionary availability. Meals and drinks will be charged accordingly. During NovemLn 
departures are only available nn Saturdays P&O Portsmouth Terms and Conditions apply, copies of which are available tn 
France and Spain 2000 brochure. All times stated are local and correct at the Time of going to press. Honk and travel up 
until 19 December 2000, this date is final and cannot be extended. Relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligibh 


• MiD Christopher Benarr ; 

Young officer 
saves lives 

A YOUNG Officer from HMS Cornwall 
was instrumental in the rescue of 15 
fishermen whose boat had capsized. 

MID Christopher Benarr spotted the 
shipwrecked men in the water and 
sparked a rescue operation which 
involved members of five different 
navies. 

The men had been in the water for 
more than 24 hours, and had nearly 
been run down by a supertanker in the 
middle of the night. 

The Commanding Officer of the 
frigate, Capt Tim McClement, said: 
“Christopher's actions were in the 
best traditions of the Service and 
rightly brought him praise.' 4 


Sailors sign up to 
help Russian orphans 


TASK group sailors have been 
lined up to help with an interna' 
tional charity project in Russia. 

As Navy News went to press, 
personnel from HM ships 
Cornwall and Newcastle were due 
to be in Vladivostok, home 


Russia's Pacific Fleet, lo help 
Mercy Corps run ti programme for 
Russian orphans. 

They are due to lend a hand 
with DIY tasks on one day, and 
welcome groups of children on 
hoard their ships the following day. 


P&O Portsmouth has joined forces with The Navy News to offer you the chance to 
win a 3 night MiniCruise for 2 Adults and 2 children to Bilbao, on the P&O Portsmouth 
flagship, Pride of Bilbao. The prize includes a four berth inside cabin. 

Our MiniCruise departs on Saturdays and Tuesdays at 20,00hrs throughout the year 
and returns on Mondays and Thursdays at 12.30hrs. Once onboard, why not sample 
the delights of our Les Routiers' approved restaurants. Try your luck in our casino or 
J while away the hours luxuriating in our swimming pool & sauna. As the sun sets, 
dance the night away with our resident cabaret in the Galax Bar to the sounds of the 
60’s. Once in Bilbao you have up to 4 hours to discover this wonderful city. 

To enter this amazing competition, simply answer the question below: 
Name two facilities onboard Pride of Bilbao? 


fThe Great White Whalel 

1:1250th scale model reminder of Falkland* Campaign 


The Falkland* 


Taskforce mudd 


of Canberra is 
hand cast in 
metal and 
meticulously 
hand punted, 
mounted on a 
wooden plaque 
with 

brass nameplate 

Model measures 8* long and is mounted on a 1 I*x2* wooden plinth 
Deduct £5,00 for waterline model 

To order your mmJd send your name, address and daytime idrphonc nuniherto: 

Angela Bowler, Sky (rex Ltd, l*ark House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, 
Leics, LEI I 3ED Teh 01509 233298 Fast 01509 210336 
x Email :skytnltd^compuAerve,Com E l lcasc illw up m 28 day* ddivrry g 


• Forming up: Ships of Navai Task 
Group 2000 approach Hong Kong. 
Leading the group is the French frigate 
FS A conit with HMS Newcastle (left) and 
Task Group lead ship HMS Cornwall 
white RFA Fort Victoria follows astern. 


• Familiar territory: The ceremonial 
guard in HMS Cornwall falls in as the 
Type 22 frigate enters Hong Kong in full 
Procedure Alpha. 


Ships visit port 
50 miles inland 


Allies stand 
side-by-side 

THE FRENCH frigate FS Aconit has an 
important role to play in Naval Task Group 
2000, and the unity of the group was 
reflected in a meeting on the La Fayette* 
class warship. 

Five commanding officers from task group 
ships gathered to commemorate General 
Charles de Gaulle's Call to Free French in 194U. 

The wartime predecessor of the current 
Aconit has a special place in French naval hist¬ 
ory, 

A corvette, manned hy Free French crewmen, 
she rammed and sank a U-boat in March 1943 at 
the height of the Atlantic campaign. 

A second U-boat destroyed a nearby British 
warship, but met the same fale as her sister as 
Aconit rammed her, too, after which the French 
ship scoured the sea and picked up 25 survivors. 

Aconit remains the only warship that can 
claim to have rammed and sunk two U-boats in 
tine day. 

The Commanding Officer of 
task group flagship 1IMS 
Cornwall, Capt Tim McCIcmcm, 
said: “We alt owe a huge debt to 
our forbears for their great sacri¬ 
fices and endeavours all those 
years ago, 

“It is right and fitting that this 
important date Is remembered hy 
the French Navy, and I and my fel¬ 
low British commanding officers 
are honoured and delighted to 
have been invited to share this spe¬ 
cial day with our fellow naval offi¬ 
cers in FS Aconit.” 

As the commanding officers cel¬ 
ebrated the occasion, their ships 
- Ihe other three being HMS 
Sutherland, HMS Newcastle and 
RFA Fort Victoria - sailed in close 
proximity. 


DESTROYER HMS Newcas¬ 
tle has squeezed 50 miles up 
the Salmon River to Flo Chi 
Minh City, becoming only the 
third Royal Navy warship to 
make the trip tn 30 years. 

Accompanied by the French 
ship FS Aconit. Newcastle success¬ 
fully negotiated the narrow, wind¬ 
ing river, only just over l (Kim wide 
at one point. 

The Commanding Officer of 


• tn memory: The commanding officers of HMS Cornwall and FS 
Aconit lay wreaths at Stanley Military Cemetery in Hong Kong. 


Newcastle, Cdr Steve Pearson, 
made the customary round of calls 
to local officials, and laid a wreath 
in memory of former President l lo 
Chi Minh. 

Cdr Pearson was also invited to 
start a charity fun run. organised 
by the British Consulate. 

More than UK HI people, aged 
between two and 70, ran to raise 
money for a local orphanage. 

Six of the top ten finishers were 
from HMS Newcastle, and they 
donated iheir prizes to an auction 
which added to the charity fund. 

Vietnam's top footballer, 
N'Chu, presented the ship with a 
signed football, and that loo went 
into the auction, which raised 
around 1MKHI. 

The ship also took time to mark 
the Queen Mother's 100th birth¬ 
day with a cocktail parly. 

Among the tourist sites visited 
by the ship s company was the tun¬ 
nel complex of Cu Chi, in a village 
50 miles from Ho Chi Minh City, 
where around 2lK)km of corridors 
dug out during the Vietnam War 
now form a museum and memorial 
for the conflict. 

The two European ships met up 
again with HMS Cornwall and 
RFA Fort Victoria as they headed 
for Hong Kong, with visits to 
Russia, Japan and America stilT on 
the schedule before they return 
home at the end of the year. 


Global reach, 
local touch 


SAILORS from lhe var¬ 
ious ships of Naval Task 
Group 2000 have been 
seeing a different side 
of life during their latest 
port visits. 

While destroyer HMS 
Newcastle has been in 
Vietnam (see below), 
group lead ship HMS 
Cornwall stopped off at 
Manila in the Philippines, 
where there was plenty of 
scope for making life a lit¬ 
tle easier for the less fortu¬ 
nate. 

One group undertook work 
at the Mother Theresa 
orphanage, including paint¬ 
ing, repairing sanitary facili¬ 
ties, replacing windows, scrub¬ 


bing out showers and toilets 
and improving electrical safe¬ 
ty* 

Ten of the team then 
bought a rare treat for the 
children - 46 Happy Meals 
from McDonalds - and boost¬ 
ed the orphanage's meagre 
coffers with a whip-round of 
£95 from their own pockets. 

Another group of 11 did 
repairs and painting at a 
home for disabled children, 
and again the volunteers 
clubbed together to donate 
cash - and even visited the 
local supermarket to buy a 
week's shopping for the chil¬ 
dren. 

A third group, of medical 
and dental officers, provided 
earc for the poor in a refuge. 

During the three days, 
more than 400 adults and chil¬ 


dren were treated, most of 
them living on the streets or 
on rubbish lips. 

The dental team extracted 
more than 200 teeth while the 
medics treated conditions 
ranging from scabies and 
tuberculosis to ear infections. 

They also gave support to 
the families of victims of a 
rubbish mountain slide. 

On the official side, the ship 
featured in a Defence 
Industry Day, showcasing 
British equipment and tech¬ 
nology' during a day at sea 
which was deemed a great suc¬ 
cess by the British Embassy in 
Manila. 

The ship's rughy team also 
managed to squeeze in a 
match against the Manila 
Nomads, winning 43-10. 
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Shoddy language 
- there just ain’t 
no excuse for it 

F ew people - not this writer, for sure - would dis¬ 
agree with WO(CT) Flanagan {Letters, page 6) over 
his claim that our language is being steadily infect¬ 
ed with American management-speak and psychobab¬ 
ble. 

It is worth noting, though, that as the anglophile best¬ 
selling travel writer Bill Bryson observes in his scholarly 
and endlessly entertaining study of American language 
and culture ‘Made in America' (Black Swan £7,99) quite 
a lot of it isn't. Made in America, that is. 

In fact, many so-called Americanisms are pure 
English in origin - even if they have fallen out of use in 
England itself. 

This applies to quite a few military terms, too - while 
some words and phrases we fondly assume to be home 
grown were actually born in the USA, 

The word conscript (noun and verb) I had always 
thought originated with the introduction of conscription 
into the British Forces in World War I. Yet apparently it 
was first used by the Americans in the War of 1812. 

For some reason I supposed shoddy was an English 
description of any item or practice of inferior quality. Bui 
no - shoddy was a manufacturing process employing 
recycled woollen fibres and used to make standard uni¬ 
forms (which quickly fell apart) for Union forces in the 
American Civil War. 

Having, in my youth, read the phrase + Kitroy was here' 
on countless pub loo walls, I supposed Kilroy to be a 
true Brit, No-one knows who he was, really - but he was 
most likely American, 

Possibly James J. Kilroy, an inspector of military 
equipment in Quincy, Mass, who chalked his name on 
countless crates of kit that were then dispatched far and 
wide. Or he may have been one Sgt Francis Kilroy of 
the US Army Air Transport Command, who had the 
same opportunity. 

On the other hand, the words to 1 Yankee Doodle , 

Dandy\ the famous song of the American Revolution, 
were probably penned by a Briton. The most popular 
tune of the day, it was sung by both sides, each lam¬ 
pooning the other with alternative lyrics. But the best- 1 
known version strongly suggests British authorship: 

Yankee Doodle came to town , ! 

Hiding on a pony | 

Stuck a feather in his cap 
And called it macaroni 

Macaroni does not denote pasta here, but a slang 
term for a dandy or fop. And the “feather* may have 1 

meant a piece of paper colonial soldiers, who often had i 

no uniforms, stuck in their caps so they could distinguish 
each other in combat 

Wars often didn't get their final names until long after 
they had been concluded. The American Revolution 
itself was originally styled the War for Independence or 
the War with Britain, Mr Flanagan prefers Second World 
War to World War II - the latter being Navy News style, 
partly because it takes up less space. 

In this instance World War II was a term commonly 
applied at the time (World War I, for obvious reasons, 
not being so-called until much later and known in the 
interim as the Great War ). 

But Roosevelt called the 1939-45 (or in his case 
1941-45) conflict the War for Survival and later the 
Tyrants War. For the Russians it was the Great Patriotic 
War. In 1945 it was the US Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson who opted for World War It - and his choice 
was formally adopted by President Truman. 


G oing off the military track now - but who cares? - 
how about these early Transatlantic phrases we 
have adopted as our own: to make the fur fly 
(1804); to whitewash (1808); having an axe to grind 
(1811 j: to keep a stiff upper lip (1815); to fly off the han¬ 
dle (1825); fo sit on the fence (1828); dose shave 
(1834); heli-bent (1835); stool pigeon (1836); to have a 
chip on one f s shoulder (1840); fo pull the woo/ over 
one s eyes (1842); hold your horses (1844); beeline 
(1845); to stub one s toe (1846); to face the music 
(1850); fo paddle one's own canoe and to keep one's 
shirt on {1854); to knock the spots off and stag party 
(1856); neither hide nor hair { 1857); fo knuckle down 
(1864): fo go haywire (1865); con man (1866); fo get in 
on the ground floor (1872); and fo be out on a limb 
(1897)? 

So there you are - we can thank the Yanks for much 
of our present-day usage. And much of it may be said to 
have enriched our language, language being in any 
case a continuously evolving means of communication 
Lately, though, some of the phrases that have seeped 
into common military parlance exhibit an Orwellian 
Ministry of Truth-style cynicism we should eschew We 
have pacification (meaning eradication), sanitizing oper- 
ation rwholesale clearance! and terminate with extreme 
oretudtce (political assassination), Most chilling of all is 
ethnic cleansing (localised genocide). This one is not 
down to the Americans, though - nor to the Bosnian 
Serbs, as is sometimes popularly supposed, it was 
coined by Russian observers ana was first reported in 
English in the July 9, 1991 edition of The Times 



SHIP-TO-COME TYPE SHAPES UP FAST 



• Triton on Mats In the Solent 




Vosper's 

double 

delivery 


M PROTOTYPE war- 
ship has per- 
formed so well in 
initial proving trials that 
she will be handed over 
to the Ministry of 
Defence two months 
early. 

The revolutionary tri¬ 
maran RV Triton, built by 
Vosper Thornycroft, has 
been fitting out and con¬ 
ducting machinery trials in 
the Solent area - making 
sure she is seaworthy 
before the main body of sci¬ 
entific programmes can 
begin. 

She was due to be handed 
over to the Defence 
Procurement Agency, and 
thence to DERA, the Defence 
Evaluation and Research 
Agency, at the end of August, 
two months ahead of the 
scheduled contractual date. 


Triton, a 90-mefre two- 
thirds scale version of a pos¬ 
sible future frigate or 
destroyer, will now enter an 
intensive period of trials last¬ 
ing more than a year. 
Trimaran business manag¬ 
er Mrs Claire Burt said: "I 
have been to sea in her for a 
day. and it was wonderful. 
It s nice to get to sea after all 
these years of planning." 

Mrs Burt said Triton would 
be based in Portsmouth 
throughout her trials, but 
after work up and crew- 
familiarisation this month the 
ship will be operating in a 
number of areas as she is 
tested for stability, sea keep¬ 
ing, Naval operations and 
speed, among other things. 
One of the trials will be a 
dry-docking in Rosyth. to 
ensure that she is tested in 
any situation likely to be 
encountered by a warship. 
Triton is expected to cross 


• HMS Ramsey is handed over at Portsmouth 



the Atlantic next summer so 
that the US Navy can take a 
close look at her, and she will 
then return to her home base 
in time for the International 
Festival of the Sea in August. 

It is thought that the 
Ministry of Defence trials 
programme will be complet¬ 
ed by early 2002, at which 
point she should become 
available for general-pur¬ 
pose trials 

Meanwhile Vosper has 
handed over its latest 
Sandown-class minehunter. 
HMS Ramsey, at a ceremony 
in Portsmouth Naval Base. 


The last RN ship to be 
launched in the last 
Millennium. HMS Ramsey is 
the tenth of 12 in the class, 
all to be built by VT, the pro¬ 
gramme continuing until late 
next year. 

At the same time, another 
VT Sandown, HMS Bangor 
was commissioned into the 
Fleet 

She was launched in April 
last year by Mrs List 
Spencer, wife of Second Sea 
Lord Vice Admiral PeLir 
Spencer - who returned ns 
guest of honour for the cere¬ 
mony* 






































TEL: 020 7723 8831 FAX: 020 7723 4702 


E-MAIL: reservations@nmhotel.org.uk 


Pictures Imperial War Museum 
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THE MERCHANT 
NAVY HOTEL 


Reproduced by kind permission of P&O 

Wine, Dine and Stay in Comfort at 

YOUR OWN PORT OF CALL 
IN LONDON 


Experience Our High Standard of Service 
And Fine Cuisine 

Open to all serving seafarers and their dependant 
families. Ex-Seafarers with more than 5 years service 
may apply for free Honorary Membership, 

19-21 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3LN 
Close to the West End of London and Paddington Station with its 
fast connection to Heathrow 


• Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
inspired the nation during the Battle of 
Britain and paid just tribute to The Few ' - 
among them Fleet Air Arm pilots such as 
those flying Sea Hurricanes (right) based 
at Yeovitton. But Churchill also knew it 
was the Royal Navy, operating thousands 
of war vessels, including MTBs like this 
one, that would keep Hitter at bay. 




SIXTY years after it was fought, the Battle of 
Britain remains controversial. In this country it 
is seen as a life-or-death struggle which 
blocked Hitler’s planned invasion; in Germany, 
it was reported recently that some of the 
Luftwaffe airmen who took part were dismissing 
it as an unimportant series of actions. And 
there is still debate as to when it started, when 
it finished, and whether it was as great a victory 
as ail that. Much of the debate has, however, 
tended to ignore the central role of the Royal 
Navy in making any Nazi invasion of Britain 
impracticable. In the following centre pages, 
Cdr David Hobbs seeks to put the record 
straight and argues that the battle was won at 
sea largely before it had begun... 
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%Cdr David Hobbs 
MBB, RN (retd) is 
Curator of the Fleet 
Air Arm Museum. 
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Options 

c ln Britain we underst< 
thoroughly ... it was 
which enabled us to i 
invasion with a stead} 


OLLOWING lightning 
successes in the 
West the German war 
machine took time to 
digest the fall of France, 
and Hitler's Directive 16 - 
which ordered the plan¬ 
ning for an assault on 
Britain - was not promul¬ 
gated until July 16, weeks 
after the last British sol¬ 
dier had been evacuated 
from the Continent. 

In hindsight, it was u naive 
document which failed to lake 
account of the crippling losses of 
surface ships suffered by the 
German Navy in the Norwegian 
campaign, h ordered the Army 
to land on a broad front from 
Ramsgate to west of the Isle of 
Wight, with the Luftwaffe doing 
the work of the artillery', and the 
Navy the work of the engineers. 

Five conditions would have to 
precede the invasion: the RAF hud 
to be eliminated, the C hannel routes 
cleared of mines, hath flunks of the 
crossing hud to be heavily mined to 
keep British warships away, heavy 
guns on the French coast were id 
"dominate the areas", and the 
British Home and Mediterranean 
Fleets were to he "pinned down*. 

Over two million tons of shipping 
were required to land the 30LMX1Q 
men, and their equipment, dial the 
Army assessed it needed lor the 
invasion- Hut after a year of block- 
title by the Royal Navy, Germany 
simply did not have that amount of 
shipping. 

It is to the planners' credit that 
they managed to gather 750,000 tons 
of merchant vessels and barges to 
carry a reduced force across the 
Channel - hut they lacked the war* 
ships to defend it. By mid-P>40 the 
operational German fleet amounted 
to four cruisers, eight destroyers and 
26 U-boats. 

The assembly of the mere ham 
vessels in pom far away from their 
normal tasks had a crippling effect 
oil German industry. The fleet could 
not be held in waiting indefinitely. 

By July 21. Grand Admiral 
Raeder, C-in-C of the German 
Navy, bad to admit to Hitler 
that be could not protect the 
crossing against interception 
by British warships. 

Meanwhile, the Germans’ shore* 
based, long-range guns had failed to 
dominate the propped area of oper¬ 
ations * in fact, British guns at 
Dover had more success in returning 
fire. And attempts to sweep the 
British mines were defeated by the 
Royal Navys control of the Channel 
right up to the enemy's coast. 

Every night hundreds - out of a 
total force of dose to 1.00(1 - patrol 
vessels searched the Channel hacked 
by destroyers. Further destroyers 
withdrawn from the Western 
Approaches suhmJ ready to reinforce 
them. Cruisers moved south from 
the Home Meet and, from August, 
the battleship HMS Revenge waited 
at Plymouth. 

Any claim that German aircraft 
could stop the warships from annihi¬ 
lating a German invasion fleet does 
not stand up to examination since 
the Luftwaffe was unable to stop 
British warships and even the 'little 
ships' from withdrawing the British 


Army from Dunkirk in daylight, 

The German invasion force was 
not ready until September and by 
then much of the crossing would 
have to be carried our at night when 
German aircraft could hardly find 
British warships, let alone attack 
I hem. At no time in 1940 did 
German aircraft prevent British con¬ 
voys from passing through the 
Straits of Dover, 

As a further example, in May 1941 
British destroyers utterly defeated 
German attempts to land troops in 
Crete bv sea, despite the casualties 
suffered by air attack. Neither did 
unopposed air attack prevent the 
Royal Navy from withdrawing 
Common wealth troops from the 
island when it fell to parachute 
troops. 

Throughout the period referred 
to as the Battle of Britain, the RN 
maintained in the threatened area 
one battleship, five cruisers. 45 
destroyers and about LfXX) MTB&, 
patrol craft, minesweepers and 
trawlers. Within hours they could be 
reinforced by the Home Fleet and 
the balance of the destroyer in the 
We st c rn Ap prone he s Com ma n d 
based at Plymouth. 

In modern terms, the Germans 
needed battlefield dominance' to 
defeat Britain in the autumn of 
1440. To reach Britain, that battle¬ 
field included the English Channel 
which was dominated by the world 1 s 
most powerful navy, 

Germany did not and could 
not have battlefield domi¬ 
nance. Hitler bad been defeat¬ 
ed, as so many bad been 
before, on the shore of conti¬ 
nental Europe by the Royal 
Navy. 

Yet Germany saw herself on the 
brink of victory. Poland, Norway, 
Denmark, Holland. Belgium and 
France had all succumbed only days 
or weeks after being attacked. The 
withdrawal of the British Exped¬ 
itionary Force from France marked, 
through Nazi eyes, the end of 
Britain's ability to resist, and it 
seemed prohahle to I tiller that we 
would consider our position and sue 
forpeace. 

That we did not was due to a num¬ 
ber of factors - the confidence 
inspired by Churchill's speeches, 
public acceptance of the Tightness" 
of our stand, the loyal support of the 
Dominions - and the confidence, 
too. of the Navy to control the sea 
approaches, and the growing confi¬ 
dence in the RAF to limit the 
enemy's ability to bombard from the 
air. 

Viewed against that background, 
the Luftwaffe's switch from attacks 
on military targets to attacks on 
Loudon and other cities can be seen 
not as an arrogant mistake, but as 
attempts b> terrorise and increase 
i he possibility of civil unrest. 

With the passage of lime, the 
Battle of Britain Has come to be 
t hought of us an air battle, I find this 
sad, as it detracts from the vital parts 
played by so many others in the 
Nation's defence. 

Air operations were of vital 
importance, however, and a number 
of key roles were undertaken by the 
Fleet Air Arm, These included the 
land-based fighter defence of the 
fleet anchorage at Sea pa Flow by 
804 and 808 Naval Air Squadrons, 
under the control of Fighter 
Command, since the RAF had insuf¬ 
ficient squadrons for the task. 
Swordfish of 8t2, 818 and 825 


Squadrons, with Albaeores of 826 
and 829 Squadrons, were attached 
to Coastal Command and operated 
from RAF stations. 

They carried out a wide variety of 
duties, many of which had not been 
foreseen when the crews were 
trained. They included mine laying in 
enemy harbours - known as "gar¬ 
dening". convoy escort, anti-subma¬ 
rine patrols, coastal reconnaissance, 
bombardment spotting for warships 
engaging shore targets, night bomb¬ 
ing raids on enemy t a reels, dive- 
bombing of German vehicles and 
other land targets, attacks on E- 
hoats and other light naval craft, 
photo-reconnaissance and rein¬ 
forcement of the Navy’s anti-inva¬ 
sion security patrols. 

Other squadrons were, for short 
periods, attached to Bomber 
Command and wcfc used lo bomb 
invasion shipping concentrated at 
Brest. 

In addition to the 
squadrons attached to 
Fighter, Coastal and Bomber 
Commands, the RAF narra¬ 
tive Air Defence of Great 
Britain states that the 
Admiralty lent 56 phots for 
use in RAF squadrons as 
replacement aircrew. 

They earned no small distinction 
and gained a number of aerial victo¬ 
ries. Eighteen of them were killed in 
action, a higher percentage than 
almost aity other identifiable group 
within Fighter Command. 

Total Naval air losses were 35 air* 
craft and 65 personnel, but the RN’s 
aircraft destroyed or damaged a 
wide variety of enemy installations. 
Over 300 mines were dropped. 
Naval fighters shot down four enemy 
aircraft and damaged three others - 
while an Albacore biplane managed 
lo destroy a Messersehmitt UN with 
rear gunfire. 

Hie whole nation can take credit 
for not cracking under the heaviest 
air bombardment ever mounted up 
to that time. Arguably, Britain 
became the first * Nation at War\ 
wherein everyone was in the front 
line. Civilians went about their busi¬ 
ness with courage and dignity, 
defeating German attempts to force 
Britain into a political surrender as 
surely as the Armed Forces defeated 
German attempts to subdue Britain 
by force, 

"Hie Army, despite losing much of 
its equipment in France, maintained 
a field force in being sufficiently 
large to oblige the Germans to land 
in strcnglh, compounding the prob¬ 
lem of seaborne invasion. 

The RAF. by continuing to 
oppose the Luftwaffe, inflicted the 
first defeat on a force that had, until 
(hen, gained a reputation for invinci¬ 
bility. It became clear that air power 
alone could not defeat an opponent, 
bui that the air formed an indispens¬ 
able part of joint military operations. 

The Navy, still the largest in 
the world, stood ready to 
defeat any attempt at 
seaborne invasion. Its ability 
to do so was manifest - so 
much so that the attempt was 
never made. 

In his history of the Second World 
War. Churchill got to Ihe heart of 
the matter: "In Britain, whatever 
our shortcomings, we understood 
the sea affair vcTy thoroughly . , , it 
was this, above all things, which 
enabled us to regard the menace of 
invasion with u steady gaze." 




• A Spitfire t, one of the best known combat aircraft in the world and an icon of 
the Battle of Britain ■ ■. 
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• LEFT: Grand Admiral Raeder, HitI 
confers with Army C-/n*C t Flelc 
Brauchitsch . Raeder could not must* 
for the 300.000-man invasion force th 
- since the war had started , too mat 
out of action, such as the wrecked 
pictured from a Fleet Air Arm alrcr 
The Norwegian campaign had also a 
of his surface warships, sunk or da 
the cruiser Koenigsburg (above), dc 
Skua dive-bombers off Bergen. 
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>od the sea affair very 
sthis above all things 
regard the menace of 

r gaze’ - Winston Churchill 





• LEFT: Fleet Air Arm ace S/Lt 
Dickie Cork (left) with his fellow 
pilot in 19 Squadron RAF, S/Lt 
Arthur Giles Blake, pictured during 
the Battle of Britain, Blake died in 
the battle, while Cork went on to 
become the FA As second highest 
scoring ace , achieving 13.5 ‘ kills’ 
before he, too, was killed - not In 
action but in a flying accident in 
Ceylon in 1944. In all, 58 Royal 
Navy pilots were lent to the RAF to 
bolster their strength during the 
battle. Picture FAA Museum 


er's Navy chief, 
I Marshal von 
enough ships 
e Army required 
1 y had been put 
vessels (below) 
aft over Narvik. 
?st Raeder most 
maged, such as 
stroyed by FA A 
Pictures: tWM 


• A Heinkel 111 bomber over London 's East End - the switch from 
military targets to raids on the capital was an attempt to create civil 
unrest and capitulation through terror bombing. Pxiur* * iwm 


• Naval personnel training on Spitfires with No 7 Operational Training Unit at RAF Ha warden in 1940. Excluding the 
RAF personnel, they are (back row hr) - S/Lts D. M. Jeram, A. G. Blake ♦ R. J. Cork, Mid P. J. Patterson and S/Lt F. 
Dawson-PauL Front row: S/Lts L H. Kestin, K, G, Bramah, R, E. Gardner and Mid M. A, Blrrell. Picture paa Mmmtm 


• This Messerschmitt 109 was brought down by fire from a Lewis gun during the 
battle - an extremely rare way to go for one of the most feared fighter aircraft in the 
world. Luckily for the crew of one Fairey Albacore torpedo bomber (like the one 
below) they managed to bring down an attacking 109 by fire from the rear cockpit. 


:h less familiar image - the battleship HMS Revenge, largest of 
se/s immediately available to counter any invasion. Picture* wm 


' LEFT: A Fleet 
it Arm Fairey 
ulmar - with 
ea Gladiators 
ley were used 
7 protect the 
*ome Fleet's 
ase at Scapa 
low. 
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B ECAUSE of her "second-hand" guns (taken from 
Outrageous and Glorious) HMS Vanguard is some¬ 
times seen as a second-rate ship. 


S INCE 1985 the Gallipoli 
Memorial Lxcturc at Holy 
Trinity Church, Eltham 
has been given by a succession 
of distinguished speakers - 
including Sir Edward Heath, 
the Duke of Edinburgh and 
Enoch Powell, 

To mark the test in the series, 
they have been published together 
as The Straits of War (Sutton 
£2(1) with an imreduction by Sir 
Martin Gilbert. 

1-ast year n fell to Admiral of the 
Fleet Sir Julian Oswald to speak on 
the naval aspects of the notorious 
1*115 campaign - il was, he noted, 
the first major modern amphibious 
campaign as well as being "the first 
that diu not depend to some extent 
on the wind for getting there !" 

“Because Gallipoli was the first 
it wav, understandably, the one in 
which a lot of mistakes were made 
- realising and learning from 
these has done much to help us 
achieve success in. tor example, 
Normandy and the Falkland 
Islands/' 

Admiral Oswald lays much of 
the blame for its failure on the War 
Council presided over by Prime 
Minister Asquiih. 

"They should have demonstrat¬ 
ed supreme strategic grip. They 
should have curbed the amateur 
enthusiasm of C hurchill and modi¬ 
fied the brooding opposition and 
grudging acquiescence of 
Kitchener Thcv did neither. 
Amazingly, thcv did not even meet 
between 19 March and 14 May, 
1915, an absolutely crucial period 
"In 1911 (Churchill) said, it is 
no longer possible to force the 
Dardanelles and nobody would 
expose a modem fleet to such 
peril/ 

"He had probably seen a very 
thorough 1%6 analysis by the 
Director of Naval Intelligence and 
the General Staff, which concluded 
that - 'A naval (only) raid would be 
dangerous and ineffective/ 

"But by 1915 his enthusiasm had 
totally reversed his earlier judge¬ 
ment and his almost paranoid anti* 
Turk feelings swept the War 
Council into accepting a naval-only 
attempt In the event he didn't 
actually expose a mtjdfm fleet to 


Not sci, says distinguished Naval 
architect David K. Brown in his 
latest study of warship design. 

Nelson to Vanguard (Chatham 

£35* 

"She was much superior to AVng 
Geargt V; compared with /mv* j, her 
I5in shells should have had little 
difficulty in penetrating the thin 
belt of inferior armour On the 
other hand, the heavy US shells 
would have caused much damage. 
Much would depend on who girt 


the first hits; Vanguard could range 
to 36,5(10 yds and it is unlikely that 
Iowa could hit at greater ranges, 


**( would even have given 
her a good chance against 
the much larger Yamato 


For a large parr of the period 
covered by this txx>k (1923-45) Sir 
Stanley GoodalL RCNC was 
responsible for British warship 

Mb 

Director of Naval Construction 
fowl 1936, he took this duty very 
seriously in signing the building 
drawings he took personal respon¬ 
sibility for success or failure and 
in 1943 agreed to stay on past the 
age of 60 as Assistant Controller 
(Warship Production), 

When he died in 1965, Goodalt 
left his diaries to the British 
Museum, later becoming part of 
the British library. 

Brown has drawn heavily on 
these - a particularly valuable fea¬ 
ture of them being that every six 
months Goodalt set objectives for 
the next six months and reviewed 
his success or failure over the pre¬ 
ceding period - and. as usual, prtv 
sides a highly-detailed survey of a 
significant era in warship develop¬ 
ment enlivened with a wealth of 
anecdote and intriguing asides. 

There is, for example, the mai¬ 
ler of the rolling trials carried out 
in HMS Nubian in 1939, which 
involved the ship’s company run¬ 
ning backwards and forwards 
across platforms erected cither 
side of trie after funnel. 

"The trial gave valuable infor¬ 
mation on the efficacy of Nice 
keels and cm the accuracy of model 
tests. Half a century later I had 
them re-ana lysed and used to 
check the accuracy of modern 
computer estimates man power 
won!" 


Family treat? 

Relax at China Fleet. 


3-day mini breaks from £69 pp 

Great vatue apartments and leisure facilities, inducfing poof fitness suds 
& health / beauty suite, m the centre ot Devon and Cornwall f 80 acres 
of countrywide on the banks of the river lamar. only b mates horn Plymouth 


this peril, but a largely very ancient 
one which paid a terrible price. 

"One cannot help wondering 
whether Churchill really appreciat¬ 
ed that, at their narrowest point, 
the forts on the European and 
Asian sides are only t.hfiO yards 
apart. Difficult to miss a battleship 
at 800 yards?" 

Gallipoli also did l ord Jacky 
Fisher’s, until then, outstanding 
reputation considerable harm 
Many years before, when serving 
as C-in-C Mediterranean, he had 
considered the possible forcing of 
the Dardanelles "mighty haz¬ 
ardous" 

“In early 1915 he was opposed 
to the enterprise because of his 
own pretty nare-brained scheme 
for a descent in the Baltic. 'Damn 
the Dardanelles, they will be our 
grave/ he wrote in a pretty pre¬ 
scient tetter to f ‘hurchill. 

“Cajoled by Churchill into 
Dardanelles scheme, he gave luke¬ 
warm support, I hen g*.n cold feet, 
resigned in a huff, hid in the 
Charing Cross Hotel and took 
flight to Scotland a bizarre little 
story which would be quite funny 
were it not such a sad conclusion to 
a brilliant career," 


A dmiral Oswald reserves 
praise for the bravery, if 
not the effectiveness, of 
the spotter pi litis (most were 
RNAS as Kitchener refused 
deploy the RFC) and, in particular 
lor the KN and RAN submarines, 
"Not tvnly did they account for 
two Turkish battleships hut. more 
importantlv. thcv virtually brought 
to a halt Turkish re-supply of the 
peninsula by sea, forcing the Turks 
to use the much slower and more 
difficult land route, 

"The conditions for these primi¬ 
tive early submersible^ were excep¬ 
tionally difficult but the persever¬ 
ance and courage of their crews is 
legendary, marred only by their 
ow n heavy kisses. 

“They represent one of the 
proudest and most successful 
aspects of the Dardanelles cam¬ 
paign and . . . this praise should 
certainly be shared with the 
German submarines and their 
crews who were also particularly 


Winston Churchill and Lord Fisher at Whitehall - the reputa¬ 
tions of both suffered badly tn the wake ot the Gallipoli debacle 


COR VICTOR Cox, who for 
the past 15 years ran the 
Talking Navy News for 
the blind, has died at 78. 

At a memorial service 
held in HMS Warrior, the 
1860 ironclad warship 
preserved at Portsmouth 
m which he served as a 
volunteer guide during 
the same period. Editor 
Jim At la way paid tribute 
to his efforts on behalf of 
the many hundreds of 
blind ex-RN people to 
whom he provided a tape- 
recorded digest of the 
paper - and pledged that 
this service would contin¬ 
ue. 


valiant and very successful One of 
the many difficulties for the naval 
command was that no anti-subma¬ 
rine capability really existed, 
ASDIC had not been invented and 
there were no depth charges. 

"In brutal summary, the Navy at 
Gallipoli was in a classic Catch 22 
situation. Naval forces had to 
destroy the shore batteries and 
sweep the mines. Bui the existence 


of each threat precluded dealing 
with the other. 


“Only a totally different 
approach involving land forces as 
well was likely to succeed. This in 
turn failed because it was not pur¬ 
sued early enough or in a suffi¬ 
ciently vigorous or determined 
manner, great bravery ami sacrifice 
notwithstanding/’ 
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# HMS Vanguard in 1953 - she was much superior to HMS King George V[ and the increased sheer forward made her 
much dryer than previous British battleships . 


Gallipoli - graveyard 
of many reputations 
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A GENERAL Purpose 
Machine Gun position at 
the beach-head. Port San 
Car Jos - from The Royal 

Marines Commandos in the 
Falkland War (Halsgrove 
£19*95) 

With supporting text by 
Andrew Lane, Curator of 
the Royal Marines 
Museum, the book con¬ 
tains over 240 pho¬ 
tographs from the 
Museum's own unique 
collection, many previous¬ 
ly unpublished, which 
show the crucial role of 
the Royal Marines 
Commandos in 1982. 


• The front cover picture 
painted by Bristol artist Robert 
Blackwell shows one of her 
iucky escapes while returning 
from Operation Pedestal in 
August 1942 - the author apol* 
ogises for the fact that at this 
time HMS Kenya was painted 
pink! 


ONLY previously available for internal use at the Ministry of Defence, The Evacuation from 
Dunkirk: ‘Operation Dynamo’ 26 May - 4 June 1940', the official Naval Staff History compiled just 
after the war, Is now published by Frank Cass at £18.50 (pbk). 

In a preface, W.J.R. Gardner of the MOD'S Naval Historical Branch, writes "Some 60 years 
after the event, it Is time for less mythical and more factual material to become more clearly vis¬ 
ible/' 

This account gives as clear a picture as it is possible to find of what actually happened at 
Dunkirk, pointing up in particular the deficiencies In organisation and communications* By con¬ 
trast, as Mr Gardner observes, In 1944 German troops were cut off in the Crimea and the inabil¬ 
ity of the Germans to conduct naval operations sealed the fate of significant numbers of men. 
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LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10 4 (SATURDAY t0-l| 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Marttime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


HAVE YOU WRITTEN 
A BOOK? 

We art an exclusive independent 
publishing company currently 
seeking to extend our lists. 

Write with details of your book to: 

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall, 
S penny moor. County 
Durham, DL16 7QX 

Teh 01388 768973 
Fax : 01388 768974 


ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1019-1004 
now with addendum 

1995*1908 

A tuii-wiJtjmr *w»rk In h*rdljjirk with 
ft-page addendum* Full colour print' 
Uig of over 1720 approved t'atlcm 
faidgn fur EM. Stop*. Short 
Evlablixhmenls and R.K. V\ together 
with a brief rest fur cirn tadgt, foil 
index and of heraldic terms- 

£54 I nc, p.p. UK. Am Habit from tear- 
Hi me Nwksfiop* or from; 

STONE FRIGATE 

17, AMmgton Drive, Strood. Kern. 
ME2 3SR 

Tel 01634-711167 lor further infor¬ 
mation 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

Have you or your family a vt<*v yiw 

wish tit Yhftrt^ Ijti BDP pcihJutv u. 
Our specialist pubhshmj: service will 
criMirc the profession;] I sLin&mU, 


Bernard Dwufonl Lublislmig 

Tbr Ob! M ti^ii m, Krumbrr, W«4 Sunn* 
BS44 3WE* l idled Kin***** 

Tel: 01903 61A677 tax: 01*13 8I6455 


This Month’s Book Bargains 

CAMERA AT SEA (Mata) Supeb photo histo- 
ry of the R« Photographic Branch 

Was £2760 hew £1350 
THE SECRET WAR FOR THE FAlKUUiOS 
(West) The truth about the confbd revealed 
for the first time Was£699 Mow£6J9 
PERISCOPE PATROL (Ump Submarine 
Operations from Matte 1941 

Was £14.50 flow £750 


Virtually a perfect 
storm, reallv 


' NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS 

Our fcvt n 
inte wa n g 
lug* an 


BOOKFINDING SERVICE. 

Out-of-Print lilies*. Naval bonks, and all 
other subjectv Barlow Moor fioob* 
29 Church wood Road* Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 6TZ. 
w ww, barlow imxir.diat, pipe x. corn 


m . ; d jeeoncjhanu books on iA Aspects of 

KivaL UwtAYtifcr A SvtfMvxt 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 
PO Box 7 St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex* TN36 8WX 
\ Tel/Fax: 01424 053006 / 


MARITIME BOOKS 


HP BOOKFINDKRS ; Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on ;di 
subjects. No obligatiun or SAE 
required. Contact: Moss laird. 
Brig tr Turk* Callander, I-KI7 KHT 
Tdephtme/F'axL «MK77> 376377 
mjini n & b p-lx mA Imders.ct >.uk 


Lodge Kill, Uskeanf PU4 4EL 
Td: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747 


“If ms. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition* One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia* produced 
hy JOHN DOUGLAS author 
H.M.S, GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) k H.M.S GANGES (Tates 
of the T.R.O.G.'SJ S.A.L. details 
Ikiuglas Use, Pen man h Redruth. 
Cornwall TR16 6NX 


O N HALLOW HEN 1991, three ferocious 
weather fronts crashed into one another 
near the Grand Banks* From a meteorol¬ 
ogist's point of view, though from no-one clsc\ 
the result was The Perfect Storm, which is the 
title given 10 a book and now a movie about the 
various crises and catastrophes of that night. 

Part of what we see on screen is absolutely real* Last 
year s t lurrieane Floyd - the one described as *The si/e 
ul Texas” - brewed up while the film was in produc¬ 
tion. a coincidence exploited to the full by the picture- 
makers. 

Contrariwise, some of the most spectacular 
moments are completely artificial, with computer 
graphics simulating those towering, shifting walls of 
water. And a third son of reality is reflected in the 
scenes shot in the indoor tank at Warner Bros studio* 
h must be jciid thai even the technically unsophisti¬ 
cated should have little trouble working out what pro¬ 
cedure or combination of procedures is being applied 
in anv given shot* Ideally, though, such considerations 
w ill be subsidiary to the drama of the thing, as we cut 
back and iorth between the disabled yacht, the bat¬ 
tered fishing boat, the hard-pressed rescue helicopter 
and the fretful folk on shore. 

Acting-wise* it’s an ensemble piece, and although 
superstar George Clooney is involved, his role is no 
more prominent than half a dozen others. The picture 
allows jtsclf about 30 minutes of scene-setting, ip 
which we re introduced to Cap’n Clooney and his crew 
of lovers and losers, to the weather forecaster frown- 
mg i ver his charts, and so on. 

A.ter that the storm sets in, with over an hour’s 


worth of blinding lightning flashes* ceaseless lurching 
motion and shrieking Force 12 sound effects augment¬ 
ed by a pounding James Horner .score. 

Mariners will of course take it all in their stride, hut 
for land lubbers the film is likely to constitute the txist 
argument for staying on terra firma since Steven 
Spielberg put the" wind up everyone with his killer 
shark. 
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The Pentland Press 


Tn reach a huge reading audi 
enee... Advertise here! 
Ring Debbie Stirman 
on 023 9272 5062 


A hundred years ago the Prime Minister Lord 
Salisbury stated his guiding principle: "Since w hatever 
happens will invariably he for the worst, it is importam 
to ensure that as Hide happens as possible.* It's a 
maxim applicable Its many areas besides foreign poli¬ 
cy, and Inc makers of High Fidelity certainly seem to 
have taken it to heart, 

ITjc hero Rob Uohn Cusack) gets up. goes to work 
tin a second-hand record shop), gi>es Home , . . In 
between, he reminisces ruefully about his disaster- 
strewn love life, indulges his passion for list-making 
("Top five all‘time best records about death") and 
worries whether Laura, his current disaster* hits really 
left him for gtrod* And that's about it* except for a few 
brief swirls and eddies plot-wise* to allow tor an even¬ 
tual happy ending, 

The fun is all in the observation and the anecdotes, 
which include Rob's encounter with a dream girl 
(Catherine Zeta Jones) who's beautiful to look at but 
aggravating to talk to: and with a smug, pseudo-sensi- 
tive “conflict counsellor'* (Tim Robbinsj whose pony¬ 
tail is* by itself, an argument for the return of capital 
punishment. Nick Hornby s novel was set in London* 
this adaption is set in Chicago - such is the movie busi¬ 
ness these days. 
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Take command 
of your career 

REPARATION and planning helps to ensure that Royal Marines are ready to 
b#face the many demands which are placed on them throughout their time in 
I the Corps, 

But the same approach is not always adopted by individuals when it comes to planning their 
career, with many men spending too much time In the rank of Royal Marine before thinking 
seriously about the opportunities which arc open to them. 


FOR YOUR HR1RCUT 

m ^ 




-ftr-r 
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SQU5T 1*1^ C 
ExtasWtts, \ <0 
Extra pay \ Y2 
and better (*T 
careers! \ 




"Special qualification? I bet he's not got one!" 


If you are a serving Marine 
[here are three areas which should 
be considered when planning a 
career path - promotion prospects, 
qualifications and job satisfaction 
in both short and long term. 

With a known period of 22 years 
to achieve a career, it makes sense 
that the longer a man remains a 
Marine the less lime he will have 
available as a War ram Officer. 

When this happens it's usually 
through lack of foresight or advice, 
not applying early enough to 
become a candidate For promo¬ 
tion, not meeting the minimum 
educational requirements to be a 
candidate, or ny remaining con¬ 
vinced that his promotion aspira¬ 
tions can be fully realised by 
remaining within the General 
Duties (GD) Branch. 

Recruits passing out from train¬ 
ing normally join the GD Branch 
and arc employed in 3 Commando 
Brigade for their first tour unless 
they have volunteered for special¬ 
ist training under the D5S scheme. 
The GD Branch is known as the 
nil SO (specialisation) branch as 
GD Marines require no additional 
specialist training to undertake 


their duties. 

Ibc expertise required for most 
GD billets is achieved on 
Command Courses or by attending 
short training courses in order to 
achieve additional qualifications 
(adquals) prior to being drafted. 

It Is possible to have a 
career in the GD branch but 
personnel must be aware 
that as they do not under¬ 
take specialist training they 
will be unable lo achieve A 
or B scale pay at Corporal 
or Sergeant. 

The specialist branches of the 
Corps rely on GD Marines to vol¬ 
unteer for specialist training in 
order to maintain the branch man¬ 
ning levels. 

Men who volunteer to specialise 
will lie required to give a return of 
service, normally two years, after 
which they will have the option to 
continue in the branch, return to 
the GD branch, or elect to under¬ 
take further specialist training. 
Marines will normally onlv be 
allowed to relinquish their SQ/TQ 
once a relief has been identified 
and trained. 


To plan a career, start at the top 
(such as WQ2) and work hack, 
identifying the jobs that are best 
suited arid prepare you for your 
career goal. 

For example, men in the GD 
branch should plan for three jobs 
or drafts as a CpI, three as a Sgt, 
one at CSgt and, if qualified, one 
or two at W02. 

Keep in mind lime left to serve, 
as you need a minimum of two 
years service remaining for sub¬ 
stantive promotion to the next 
rank. This principle applies to any 
of the specialisatioas, 

Ihere arc four distinct career 
paths in the GD Branch; 

Section Commander/Troop 
Sergean(/Military Instructor, 

This career path is best suited to 
those who have aspirations to 
become WOlfPJSM) or for those 
who prefer to serve within 3 
Commando Brigade. 

At JNCO level, the branch has 
section commander billets in every 
co mm undo unit. At SNCO level 
the selection is limited hut does 
include several RM and Army 


attachments where employment is 
as a Royal Marines Military 
Instructor. 

Intel 11 ge n ce/N B C D/Security. 

The GD branch is responsible 
for the manning of most of the 
intelligence and NBO) specialised 
billets throughout the Corps, 
although some are specially select¬ 
ed billets and will see GD candi¬ 
dates in direct competition with all 
other branches. 

These jobs arc suited to the man 
who works well under pressure 
using his own initiative to get the 
job done. 

Good instructional technique 
and a confident briefing manner 
are essential for this line of work 
and ideally suited to those who 
work well in small groups. This 
career path is perfect preparation 


for future employment in one of 
the Area Security learns. 

Accounting (Stores/Money) 

GD Billets which require 
accounting skills without being a 
specialist Stores Accountant (SA) 
or clerical skills without being a 
Clerk, such as a ration storeman. 
Central hank SNCO and Sergeant 
and Officers Mess Managers, exist 
in most units in the Royal Marines. 

Ihesc billets are best suited to 
those ranks of impeccable charac¬ 
ter who enjoy office life without 
being desk bound. 

Advantages of this career path 
include the civilian recognised 
qualifications that can be achieved 
as well as the excellent grounding 
for future employment in one of 
the Royal Marines Service over 22 
Years billets. 


Situations 

vacant 

VOLUNTEERS are sought 
for the following jobs: 

MEM 1 for HMS Hurworth. A 
saa-going billet In a 

Portsmouth-based Hunt-class 
MCMV, MEMOC required, from 
March tor 30 months. 

MEM t fdr HMS Ledbury, A 
sea-going billet In a 

Portsmouth-baaed Hunt-ctasa 
MCMV. MEMOC required, from 
March for 30 months. 

MEM t for HMS Shetland. A 
sea-going billet In a 

Portsmouth-based Island- 
class fishery protection ves¬ 
sel. MEMOC required, from 
March for 2t months. 


Miscellaneous 

There are several billets that do 
nut fit into any other grouping. 
They include such diverse Occupa- 
trails as Provost staff. Movements 
SNCOs and Corps Yacht skipper, 
where individual skills as opposed 
to specific SQ/TO skills arc 
required. 

Branches currently experiencing 
manning shortfalls include Platoon 
Weapons (PW), Stores 
Accountant, (SA) Clerk (C), Chef 
(K). Vehicle Mechanic (VM) and 
Driver ( D), 

The PW2 course is of sen to sub¬ 
stantive JNCOs or Mnes who are 
qualified as candidates and have at 
least one B' grade RORRS report. 
Kach of these branches offers the 
opportunity to gain some civilian 
accredited qualifications and 
above average promotion 
prospects. 

-I For further advice the Royal 
Marines Careers Manager is avail¬ 
able on HQRM extension 7332. 
The RM Courses Helpline is 
extension 7534. 
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• Putting theory into practice: The virtual 
storms of the Amethyst bridge simulator have 
proved Ideal preparation for the real thing, as 
experienced by Type 23 frigate HMS Argyll. 


NAVIGATION training, sea¬ 
manship, teamwork and light 
railway construction - alt 
part of Amethyst's remit. 

The simulator was seen as 
a potential moneysplnner, 
selling spare time to com¬ 
mercial organisations. 

But Flag Officer Surface 
Flotilla now Insists that 
ships conduct regular con¬ 
tinuation training in 
Amethyst, and It fosters 
teamwork for ships out of 
build or refit, so spare capac¬ 
ity is limited, despite being 
available from Sam to 11pm, 
47 weeks of the year. 

So popular has it proved 
that a second facility la to 
open next year, named after 
HMS Consort, which came to 
the aid of HMS Amethyst on 
the Yangtse in 1949. 

The Chief Admiralty Pilot 
has used the simulator to 
train for complex ship-han¬ 
dling manoeuvres using up 
to four tugs, and the RNR 
use It for training at week¬ 
ends. 

But one of Its more unusu¬ 
al tasks was by civil engi¬ 
neers working on a project to 
link Portsmouth and Gosport 
by a light railway tunnel 
which could be built in a 
deep trench across the har¬ 
bour, disrupting shipping. 

Amethyst was used to 
conduct trials in which dif¬ 
ferent types of ship attempt¬ 
ed to transit a proposed 
tricky chicane, and the 
results have helped create a 
more practical solution. 


A S OUR frigate 

slipped past HMS 
Victory, led by a 
minehunter and giving a 
giant ferry a wide berth, 
the weather was perfect. 

The sun glinted off HMS 
Warrior, hut by the time wc 
passed The Hard a couple of 
minutes later, night had fallen, 
and a confusion of navigation 
lights twinkled in the Solent, 

In another minute or so, as the 
warship passed through the mouth 
of Portsmouth Harbour, it was 
daylight again - though within sec¬ 
onds a fog had descended, so thick 
that you could not see the bow. 

Seconds later and the fog 
burned away, but the calm, blue 
sea suddenly kicked up into an 
angry swell that made me grasp for 

stable. 


7710 simulator's hydraulics can 
provide up to five degrees of pitch 
and roll, which, when added to the 
15 degrees of visual movement, 
has induced the odd bout of sea¬ 
sickness. 

What is perhaps more disturb¬ 
ing is when the physical move¬ 
ment is shut off, and you stand in 
a storm-tossed ship, battered by a 
raging sea, yet all is perfectly still 
on the bridge. If only they could 
do that for real 

Having survived four seasons in 
one day, wc ran through a depar¬ 
ture from South Railway Jetty. 
Althoui 1 


the whole thing runs on 
microchips, students behave as if 
their lives depended on it - as one 
day they could. 

Of course, with so many span* 
ners of different sizes to throw 
into the works, the wise student 
would not bet against the ship's 
rudder jamming just as they hit 
midstream, or compass failure, or 
a man overboard. 

Even though Amethyst is sev¬ 
eral years old. Lt Cdr Cook 
believes few systems have better 
visuals, or can add such a degree 
of tension in a tricky situation. 

So if you bring your virtual 
destroyer alongside the jetty too 
hard, it will roll slightly as the hull 
makes contact. 


a handhold, even though the 
bridge was com[ 

7 ne Navigating Officer's night¬ 
mare? We if. yes - but officially 
known as the Amethyst bridge 
simulator at the Navigation 
Department, Schixil of Maritime 
Operations, HMS Dryad, 

Amethyst's staff avoid the 
temptation to pile on the misery «• 
although putting their customers 
through the wringer has its com¬ 
pensations, as the hridge team of 
JIMS illustrious discovered. 

“She was going down to do 
operational sea training, 4 ' said Lt 
Cdr Harry Cook, Staff Officer 
Amethyst bridge Simulator. 

“They tested themselves here by 
taking her into Devonport on the 
limit of conditions to see how it felt. 

“When they got down there for 
real, it was exactly on the limit, 
and they actually found that it was 
marginally easier to do in real life 
than they had found in Amethyst. 44 

The value of Amethyst to the 
Navy is in treading the very fine 

tine between placing . . . . 

t rai nees u n der too m ueS 4 H 
stress in what is a learn- , 

mg process, and allow- trt& D 
ing the artificiality of the * * _ . 
situation to detract from IT 

what is a vital element of m 
career development. 

.Standing on the 
bridge - a slightly sea ted-down 
version of a Type 23 frigate, fea¬ 
turing standard RN layout and 
equipment - participants have a 
27Q-degree view of uncarmily- 
accurate re present at ions of the 
British coast, including Faslane, 
Portsmouth and Devonport, 

Ahead they can see anything 
from the gun of a frigate to the 
llight dock of an aircraft carrier. 
Amethyst can also mimic two 
classes of suhmarine and a Fort 
Victoria-class Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary. 

Each representation has its own 
tme-to-life handling and engine 
characteristics, so that controlling 
a carrier in a 3d knot gusting cross- 
wind is decidedly trickier than dri¬ 
ving a frigate in a light breeze. 


reminders of the art of navigating. 
Restored charts donated by 
Vice Admiral Peter Berger - who 
qualified from Dryad in 1949 as a 
lieutenant - were used in HMS 
Amethyst’s escape from the 
Yangtsc more than 50 years ago. 


Bloodstains are dearly visible, 
and on one sheet can be seen the 
pencilled comment “Keep toward 
left bank" - rudimentary, com¬ 
pared to the hi-tech wizardry next 
door, hut a perfect example of how 
good training yields dividends. 


regard n as a hi-tcch game 
machine, deliberate collisions do 
not happen, and accidental ones 
are rare enough. Any manoeuvre 
w hich runs counter to Navy prac¬ 
tice can he replayed for trainees. 

The culprit even gets a chance 
to sweat it out from the “victim’s" 
point of view-. Cut across the bows 
of a big merchantman, and the 
perpetrator can relive the embar¬ 
rassment in an action replay from 
the other ship’s bridge. 

Amethyst provides consistency 
through control of the environ¬ 
ment, ensuring standards are 
maintained, said Lt Cdr Cook. 

1 “The beauty of this is 
me, wc can train to task. Wc 
. can go in and out of 


T here is also, as at sea, the risk 
that an incorrect decision will 
lead to potential disaster. But 
just as trainee airline pilots can 
familiarise themselves with the 
feel of an aircraft on a simulator 
before handling the real thing, so 
Amethyst is a more forgiving 
introduction to vital skills which 
will soon be put into practice. 

As an example, we were steam¬ 
ing up the Solent in our Type 22 
frigate and drew' alongside an 
RFA to replenish at sea (KAS). 
TTie serial over, Lt Cdr Cook 


Pembroke House 


fired up the gas turbines and the 
frigate peeled away. As three 
“stealth Harriers" swooped over¬ 
head in eery silence, a 7-class sub¬ 
marine carried out an emergency 
surfacing just ahead to port. 

With the cry of “brace, brace, 
brace” ringing out, wc swung hard 
to starboard and avoided the colli¬ 
sion - but w r e knew' the boat was 
about to appear. 

Had a trainee been caught out 
and hit the submarine, the bridge 
would have lurched to the hollow, 
grating sound of metal on metal. 

Al sea it would have been the 
disastrous death-knell of a Naval 
career, but at Dryad it amounted 
to a just black mark in a ledger. 

Again, to ensure that students 
do not treat the facility lightly, or 


The Royal !\aval Benw&mbnt Trus 
residential & nursing home 

A fine, newly modernised home near Chatham for 
former Sailors , Royal Marines. their wives and 
widows 


I would like to shorten 
my legs, please, sir’ 


Pembroke House offers the highest 
standards of care, first class accommodation, 
an extensive programme of activities and 
a very friendly atmosphere - all at a 
relatively modest cost. For further 
information please contact the General 
Manager, Pembroke House. 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 


General Manager, Pembfoke House, 

! 1 Oxford Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4BS, 

Teh 01634 352431 


RNBT HEADQUARTERS 


Conversations on the Amethyst bridge 
simulator are routinely recorded to help 
with training - but occasionally the 
smoothness, efficiency and precision 
which exist on the bridge of a real war¬ 
ship can break down a tittle as students 
climb a steep learning curve. 

Among the genuine comments and 
exchanges gathered from thousands of hours 
of use over more than three years are the fol¬ 
lowing: 

M (Officer of the Watch) Minimum expected 
depth 2.9 metres, sir. (Staff Captain) 2,9 metres? 
What are we? HMS Pedafo? 

□ f would like to shorten my legs, please, sir. 


■ My waters are slack today, sir. 

1 Captain, sir, navigator - I can’t go on. Why 
ever not. Navigator? i seem to have forgotten 
the rest of my charts, sir, 

■ 1 am crabbing up my leg. sir. 

"7 Half ahead both engines; set revelations, 
er T relations, er, revolutions 20 
M Sorry, sir. my assessment was garbage. 

Cl t can’t see the pier, sir. See that thing on 
piles sticking out Into the water? Yes, sir. 
That's the pier. 

■ Sir. after the chart change l assess we are two 
mites inland. 

H I am holding myself to port. I would like to 
alter course to starboard and shoot up my 
leg. 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 BP£ r 

Tel; 023 9266 0296 
email: mbt#mbt, org.uk 


The RNBT also gives financial grants to 
serving and ex-serving RN ratings, RM 
other ranks and their dependants (the 
'RNBT Family 1 ) to help them in a wide 
variety of circumstances. For advice and 
assistance please contact the Grants 
Secretary at RNBT Headquarters. 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE 'RNBT FAMILY' 


Tram 

tunnel 

scheme 

tested 


A spot of fog, ladies and gentlemen? Or 
how about a nice storm? Darkest night or 
daylight? Portsmouth or Devonport? 
MIKE GRAY reports on how the Navy has 
mastered time and tide at HMS Dryad. 
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Roval Naval 


THE FtOYAL Naval 
Association has Issued 
the first in a series of 12 
Christmas cards pro¬ 
duced as collectors' 
items. 

Each design, lo he issued in 
turn over the next 12 
Christmases will feature an 
outstanding picture of a Royal 
Navy ship* The first in the 
senes, for this Christmas, is a 
photograph of the Type 23 
frigate HMS Monmouth under 
helm, together with the badge 
of the RNA, 

The Association has been 
encouraged by the 21MKXI sales 
achieved!ast year when it sought to 
improve the quality and appeal of 


its festive cards by using a print of 
a painting of HMS Cavalier by 
marine artist Kenneth King, 

An RNA spokesman told Mm 
Net#*: This year the National 
C ouncil has chosen a card that very 
much shows the modern Royal 
Navy and is in keeping with the 
RNAs motto Once Navy Always 
Navy." Looking further to the 
future, the design of the card for 


Christmas 2001 has already been 
chosen. 

The cards are available at 0.50 
for a pack of ten, the price includ¬ 
ing postage and packing within the 
UK and overseas. Purchasers 
should contact the RNA, 82 
Chelsea Manor Street, London 
SW3 SQL tel 1)20 7352 6764 {fax 
020 7352 7385) and e-mail - 
rnafo ncicomuk.co.uk 


Hanworth 

Over 21 JO members and guests 
attended the branch's annual 
memorial service held in the club¬ 
house garden and conducted by the 
branch chaplain, the Rev Paul 
Williamson, Crosses were laid in 
the garden, prepared hy Shipmate 
Dick I toward and his wife, Eileen. 
Later a social was held at the club¬ 
house. 


officers and their ladies of HMS 
Brecon during the .ship’s company's 
visit. The hospitably was returned 
that evening at a cocktail party on 
board, also attended by the Mayor 
of Brecon* local dignitaries and 
members of the branch. 

Meanwhile, the branch chair¬ 
man, Shipmate Peter James, enter¬ 
tained the Brecon guard contin¬ 
gent at one or two local host dries. 

The following dav the ship's 
company exercised their right as 
honorary citizens by marching 
from the cathedral/ the salute 
being taken by Admiral Raikos, 
accompanied by the Mayor, the 


Lord Lieutenant of Brecon (the 
Hon Mrs Shan Lcggc-Rourkc), 
and the ship's Commanding 
Officer (Lt Anthony Rackham). 

Dagenham 

The honour of bearing the 
colours of the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham for the 
year 2000-0] has been awarded to 
the branch. The standard will be on 
display at several civic events, 
including Remembrance Day, with 
the branch standard. 

The traditional gold, red and 
blue crest was accepted on behalf 
of the branch by the public rela¬ 
tions officer. Shipmate Glen 
Spoor, at Dagenham Town Show. 


Dengie. Colchester, Brentwood* 
Clacton, Rayleigh. Brightlingsea. 
the Royal British Legion ami the 
RM Association. 

The service w f as conducted hy 
the branch chaplain. Fr Andrew 
McIntosh, and was attended by the 
Dcputv Lord Lieutenant of Essex, 
the Mayor and local dignitaries. 
Sadly the branch chairman. 
Shipmate Jerry Hughes, crossed 
the bar before the dedication. 

Redruth & Camboume 

The branch ran a very successful 
stall at Redruth's annual Murdock 
Day celebration, and hosted the 
Area conference opened by the 
Mayor of Redruth, Clir L. Pascoe, 
I le was welcomed by the president. 
Shipmate Ron Williams, and the 
chairman, shipmate John Rennets, 

St Neots & District 

Members mourn the death of 
Shipmate Roy Hastier, social see* 
rctary for 22 years and a life mem¬ 
ber. Roy was editor of the Area 
magazine Bosuns Cali and was 
treasurer and a founder member of 
Biggleswade branch. 

Due to his efforts, grants of 
£65.000 to the Sea Cade is and 
£209,000 for an cx-Scrvicemen's 
club were obtained from the 
National Lottery fund. 

The branch^ annual dinner* 
dance was attended hy 110 ship¬ 
mates and guests. The vice chair¬ 
man, Shipmate Charlie Green, 
received life membership and 
Shipmate Maureen Mould was 
elected Shipmate of the Year, 
being (he first associate woman 
member to receive the Betty 
Harrison Award. 


While on honeymoon in South 
Africa, Shipmate keilh Ridley vis¬ 
ited Natal branch and presented an 
RNA plaque. 

Wansbeck & District 

A nostalgic visit to the Oyde 
Naval Base was made by members 
of the branch with members of 
Blythe & Wansbeck branch of the 
Submariners Association. The visi¬ 
tors were overwhelmed by the hos- 
pitality and by the technological 
complexity of today’s submarines. 

On arrival they were treated to a 
cold buffet and : Up Spirits’ in the 
Junior Rates Mess before they 
toured the Trident submarine 
HMS Vengeance, 

They were given a trip around 
the loch in a police launch and 
before leaving celebrated in the 
WOs and CTOs Mess. 

Bude 

Thanks to sponsorship by St 
Austell Brewery and ‘gentle per¬ 
suasion’ by Shipmate Mick Doyle, 
the RBL Club steward, the branch 
hies acquired its own rum tub. At 
the commissioning of the barrel 
there was no shortage of volunteers 
to taste its contents. 

Offered for guest appearances, 
its first such booking was for the 
local Licensed Victuallers annual 
dinner. 

Exmouth & Southend 

Following frequent visits 
be tween members of Exmouth and 
Southend, the branches put the 
links on a more formal footing by 
twinning. The event was marked 
with the presentation of a plaque 
and an iliuminaled address. 


THE standards of the / 0th 
Destroyer Flotilla Association 
have been laid up and presented 
W Devrmpon Naval Base 
Museum, atony with a history of 
the fhdilia and photographs of 
72 of the association s members. 


Brecon 

Branch president. Vice Admiral 
Sir Ewan Raikes and 1 ,udy Raikes 
hi>sted a luncheon party for the 


The friendship forged between 
the branch and the ship's company 
of HMS York were renewed when 
the Type 42 destroyer exercised her 
right to the Freedom of her affiliated 
city. 

Shipmates were royally enter¬ 
tained on board. At a special party 
given hy the Commanding Officer, 
Cdr Paul Porter, for veterans of the 
hranch, a bound copy of Soldiers of 
the Sctf, a collection of World War 
11 poetry by Shipmate Bernard 
11 all as. w f as presented on behalf of 
the hranch. In turn (he branch 
received the machine-polished 
base of a recently fired shell ease. 

Maldon 

Dedication of the branch stan¬ 
dard at St Mary’s Church was well 
attended hy shipmates from 
branches throughout No 5 Area. 
Standards on display included 
those from Chelmsford, Southend, 


Around the Branches 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 

-THE- 


ROYAL NAVA| 

I I ASSOCIATION L 

Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy , Always Navy 

Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money". It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:..... 

ADDRESS: . 

...... Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5QJ 


# HMS Monmouth - on the first in a series of 12 Christmas cards planned hy RNA Headquarters 
over the next 12 years. 


PICTURE 

PUZZLE 


' 


WINNER OF our July competi¬ 
tion was Mike Davey of 
Uttoxeter, Staffordshire. He col¬ 
lects £30 for correctly identify¬ 
ing HM submarine Orpheus. 

Another £30 Is offered for the 
correct name of this vessel. The 
winner's name will be picked at 
random from correct entries. 

Complete the coupon and send ft to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POt 3HH, Coupons giving 
correct answers wilt go into s prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date tor entries t* October IS, 
More than one entry can be submitted, but 
photocopies cannot be accepted- Do not 
include anything else in your envelope; no 
correspondence can be entered Into and 
no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
November edition. The competition is not 
open to Navy News employees or their 


MYSTERY PICTURE 67 


I Name 

I 


Address . 


My answer, 
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Disabled swimmer 
raises £500 


A STROKE which robbed an ex- 
Navy chef of the xihc of an arm and 
leg* did not deter him from swim¬ 
ming 220 lengths to raise funds for 
Clifford House. Worthing, where 
he is a resident. 


The Tot is dead! Long live the Tot! 


NEW.-PART 1E..EJNDIES/BFtnTSH PACIFIC FLEETS... (2nd PHASER. 

Trineo, Sydney. Manus. Sakishima etc Making maximum use of a El surviving 
RN archive film, includmg colour, this 2nd Phase video continues the epic Story 
of both these fleets. All other episodes sitil available Part 9 Op,Neptune 


discount available. Full details of this & all programmes send SAE, 


• Marking the 30th anniversary of the end of the ‘Tot’ - the Royal Navy's rum ration - these mem¬ 
bers of Ramsgate branch held a special Tot ceremony with their shipmates in isle of Thanet branch 
of the Royaf Marines Association, in front of Sundowner - one of the surviving Dunkirk Uttie Ships 
- they set up a Pusser's rum tub at Ramsgate harbour The commemoration was mainly to publicise 
the raffling on July 30 of a Pusser's ceramic rum decanter in aid of Pembroke House, the rest home 
run by the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust . 


.BUILT ORIGINALLY FOR 
BRAZIL,MANY OF THE 
SHIP'S FITTINGS 
REMAINED LABELLED 

in puKTUGuese; 


HOW INTERESTING: 

1) IT POES N'T MEAN 
“ LIGHT SWITCH " 

2) YOU'VE JUST 
LAUNCHED A 14- 
GUN BROADSIDE 

AT PEVONPORT 
PRY POCKS 


EKCR£MBNTo\ 


\Dimmfrn 


N.VJ.C, BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS V04 6JH (91904172S239 


MEMBERS of Crawley and 
I iorsham branches, with standards 
displayed, attended a Seafarers 
Sunday celebration* with their 
wives, at Si Michaels Church, 
Low-field Heath, near Gatwick, 
The service was conducted hy the 
branch chaplain, ihe Rev Francis 
Pole. and Cap! Gordon Kitney of 
the Church Army Missions to 
Seafarers, 


Falklands 
cap tallies 
rescued 
from skip 


A COLLECTION of Naval 
cap tallies, found in a builders 
skip during renovatioas to the 
Globe Hole! on the Talk land 
islands, have been mounted 
with an RNA crest for display 
among the branches of No 1 
Area covering London, 

The tallies were retrieved by 
Shipmate Norman Plumb, who 
now fives in the UK, and were pre¬ 
sented to Cant Paddy Vincent RN 
(retd) when he visited the islands. 

The collection includes tallies 
from HM ships Endurance, 
Alacrity, Fife. Andromeda, 
Herald and Exeter, all of which 
were involved in the falklands 
War in 1982. 

Shipmate Bob Fiddcs, who 
keeps the flag flying m Port 
Stanley * is glad the collection now 
has a good home, and sends greet¬ 
ings to shipmates he has had the 
pleasure of meeting as they passed 
through the islands. 


Shipmate John Flippancc (49) , 
a member of Worming branch, 
raised £50(1 for the ex-Service peo¬ 
ple's home. His feat was per¬ 
formed in the home's hydrothera¬ 
py poof and his efforts were 
cheered on by the Mayor of 
Worthing, Cllr Brian Mduskier, as 
well as fellow residents and branch 
shipmates. 


Naval Quirks 


BATTERSEA branch continues 
to flourish despite closure of 
its club 16 months ago. 
Members meet on the first 
Monday of each month at 
Balham United Services Club 
and welcome new recruits. 
They are also enthuslatic sup¬ 
porters of ‘Double Seven' 
weekends. 


SHIPMATE Joan Lowe of 
Glasgow branch was named an 
MBE in the Queen's Birthday 
1 ionours list. 

UK VISITORS to Malta branch 
will be sad that its president, 
Shipmate Joe Vella, crossed 
the bar on July 7, aged 65. A 
founder member, he succeed¬ 
ed as president Shipmate John 
Conti Borda, who died last 
year. 


SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 


oAy 4. 


Contact Elizabeth Caple 

JOHN HODGE & CO. 
SOLICITORS' 

0117 929 2281 

immediate and FREE initial advice 

Legal Aid * No Win-No Fee 

Mem be/s of The Low Society Personal Injury and Medical Negligence PorwJi 


4*7*" 


FENECK’S 

RsfAMLshftd 1950‘S 


NAVAL & MILITARY TAILOR tic OUTFITTER 

He specialise in Uniform & Drx£&> for most Services. 
H e pride ourselves on a quick 
Laciiu* * Medal Mounting Service. 

We Stuck: 

MEDALS, WALL PLAQUES. REGIMENTAL TILS, 
CRAVATS, BLAZER BAIXiES, CUFF LINKS ETC. 

We put our Clients First, Offering a Unique 
Quality Service at a Competitive Price. 

Contact us ;tt:- 

140, Union Street, Plymouth PL1 3HL 

Tel/Fax 01752 665763 


HMS AGINGOURT'S 14-, 
IZ H GUNS WERE THE 
LARGEST NUMBER OF 
HEAVY GUNS EVER 
CARRIED BY A ZOth 
CEMTuRV BATTLESHIP.. 




HMS Orwell's 


THIS PRESENTATION to Harwich branch 
of the RNA has ensured that HMS Orwell’s 
15-year links with the town will be remem¬ 
bered, although she has now decommis¬ 
sioned for sale, 

Harwich branch of the RNA took custody of 
the ship's bell, nameboard and lifebuoy 
which were handed over by one of the ves¬ 
sel's officers, Lt Anna Jordan (on the right of 
the Harwich Evening Gazette picture above). 
They were presented to branch president. 
Shipmate Jim Gorham, trying on the lifebuoy 
for size, at a ceremony at the town’s 
Guildhall. 

Mr Gorham said it had not been decided 
what to do with the items, but they could find 
a permanent home in Harwich Maritime 


Museum. With him were the branch vice pres¬ 
ident, Shipmate Bill Gorham (left) and the 
chairman, Shipmate Eric Tyrrell. 

Orwell (right) was originally one of 12 
minesweepers built mainly to be manned by 
RNR personnel. Her sister-ships were sold 
off to other navies in the 1990s, and in 1994 
Orwell became Britannia Royai Naval 
College's navigation training ship. 

Her last visit to Harwich this year was 
marked by official and civic functions as well 
as farewell parties, attended by members of 
the RNA branch, ashore and on board. 
Shipmate Eddie Bennet was particularly sad 
to see the Orwell leave as he had served In 
her predecessor a World War ll destroyer. 

Picture Essex County Newspapers 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Capt R. D, Leaman to serve in 
the rank of Commodore as 
Director Corporate Communica¬ 
tions (Navy), Dec, 14, 

Capt C. ± Gass to be CO HMS 
Edinburgh and Captain Third 
Desiroyer Squadron. Dec. 18. 

U Cdr M. A. Hart to be CO 
HMS Mfddteton. Dec. 12. 

Lt Cdr D. P. Reindorp To be CO 
HMS Shetland, July 24. 


Points 


THE FOLLOWCHNG shows the lolal potnte or 
basic dales cl tho filings al tf>9 top ol each 
roster for loading rats in August after i$sw of 
BI3s 

Iniejrnadiate |lnC) indicates ItVit personnel 
have boon atfvancod before they have 
obEainod a basic dale ol two years. This 
moans thal personnel are advanced tn basic 
dale order. Dales Shown against IrC rosters 
are the basic dates of the lop etigtoto person¬ 
nel Tho number foflowing |ho points is the 
number advanced m August. 

COME AML - Dry. m: CCMEAEL - Dry, 
UA- CCMEAMLSM -Dry. Nil; CCMEAELSM 

■ Dry, Nil: CCWEAADC Int (28.7.00}, 3; 
CCWEAWDQ - Int (10,12.99), 2. CCW¬ 
EAADC SM . Int (17 3.00}. Nd; CCWEAW- 
DOSM - Dry, 2: CCWEASWSNAVSM - Dry 
2 CCWEASWSTECSM ■ Dry, 1, OCAEAM 

■ Dry, CCAEAR - Dry. Nil. CCAEAWl * 
283 (1.1.97). m 

LS{£W) Dry, MH; LS(M} ini (8 9 98), 3: 
LSfR) - Dry. N<l. LS{S) - Iflt (17 3-98), Nil: 
LS(0) - 897 (15,6,93). 4. LS(MW} Ini 
(2.5 00), Ni; LS(SR) Int (13.7 99). Nil; LRO 
Int (B.2.00). Nil; LMEM(LXGS) ■ Ini 
(14 9 99). 2 : LM E M(M KGS) - Ini (27.1.99). 6: 
LWEM(O) ■ Int (25.9.99). Nd: LWEI*(RKGS) 
- Int (7.4,00). M- LCH(GS) - Int (9.7.98), 9: 
LSTtXGS) - 407 (19,10.95), 3; LSA(GS) - Int 
(28.4.99). 4; LWTR(GS) ■ 73 (26 11.97), 8: 
LMA - int (12.1,99), 6; LS(SXSM) * Int 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the September 
headlines of past decades * * * 

40 years ago 

BRITAIN'S last battleship, the Vanguard, ran 
aground as she was being lowed out of 
Portsmouth harbour to the breakers. She became 
embedded in the mud for nearly an hour, her bows 
towering over Custom House Jetty and the Still 
and West pub. 

The Porpoise-class vessel HMS Finwhale 
became the latest submarine to Join the Fleet, 

30 years ago 

THE MOST senior CPOs became eligible for pro¬ 
motion to the new rank of Fleet Chief, with the sia* 
tus of Warrant Officers. 

Sentences of between 12 and 21 months' deten¬ 
tion had been passed at a court martial at Rosyth 
on five ratings found guilty of mutiny in the mine- 
hunter HMS Ivesioa On review one of the sen¬ 
tences was reduced from 12 to six months. 

20 years ago_ 

TONS of Russian gold being carried by the cruiser 
HMS Edinburgh when she was sunk during an 
Arctic convoy in 1942 was rousing serious com¬ 
mercial interest. Survivors and the next of kin of 
the 60 men who lost their lives on board were 
being asked their opinion about any attempt to sal¬ 
vage the £100 million worth of bullion. 

The fast patrol vessel HMS Sabre was towed to 
Portsmouth after being damaged in a collision in 
fog with Alderney breakwater. 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



• I960 - HMS Sabre was severely damaged in 
collision with Alderney breakwater 


Deaths 


bKUWSM) - Dry, r 
856 (3.3.92), Nil: LSA(SM) - InU 15.7.98), 1; 
LWTR(SM) - 184 (5.12 96), Nd; LCH(SII) * 

776 (5.12,92 ‘ -- 


EM(M) 439 (9.2.95). 3: 
.2 94). Nd; LAEU(L) 353 
ETS ■ Dry. Nil; LWDSA - 


856 { 

tM 

776 (5,1 2.92). Nil; LSTD(SM) - 286 
(20 6 96). 1; LA(AH) - 243 (22,5,96), 1; 
LA(METOC) - int (2.2,99), Nil LA(SE) - Ini 
(4.6,96), m LAEW 
LAEM(R) - 562 (17.2 fi 
(519 95), Nd, LWETS - Dry, 
ini (1.4.98), Nit 

LOM(AWW) ■ Ini (16 11,99), Nil; 
LOM(AWT) . int (16.11.99), 7; LOMCUW) ■ ini 
(11.6 99). Nd. LOM(EW) ■ Irrt (3.11 99), N.l; 
LOM(MW} Ini (7,9.99), Nd; LOi*(C) * Enl 
(28 99), 1; LGM(SSM) * Int (22.1.99), 3; 
LOMfTSM) - 75 (20.11.97), 1; LO«(CSM) 

int (15.12 99), Nil; LOM(Y- 

(14.9.95). 3 


DM(WSftl) 390 


Sir Alee Gulfirwu CH. CBE. served 
1941-46. Joined as rating, commt^KXKXj 
1942. First beutenanl of tank landing crafl 
TIC 24, then embarked m Queen Mary lor 
USA to taka command ol an LCi(L), a large 
infantry-carrying Landing crafl. Returned with 
craft across Atlantic and look port in Stony 
landings Caught in storm m Adriatic 1944 
and craft wrecked on rocks tnsrie harbour at 
Termoti. Commanding another LCI(L), LI 
Guinness ferried SiOras to Yugoslav parti- 
sans and evacuated their wounded. Aug 5. 
aged 86. 

Ken Lomu, ex-RM commando WW2. 
Veteran of Saaty and Salerno landings and 
Far East. Labour MP for Huddersfield West 
1964-79 and Parliamentary Private Secretary 
to Tony Bonn as Minister of Technology. 


i officer 


Member ot Royal Mannas group Of MPs. July 
15. aged 77, 

Prof Leslie James (Ferity) Wood 

served WW2 in convoys, as Matson i 
with Polish Navy and with Na 
al BiqlchJcy Park, teevmg as faeutonam-com- 
mender, Became head cJ Spanish Dept at St 
Andrews University and a founder of 
Association Of Hispanists of Great Britain and 
Ireland July 7, aged 83. 

Lt Cdr John Derek Oakey. rrunehufiter 
CO and Faiklands War veteran. Served 
1963-96. Joined as seaman plotter Ships: 
Victorious, Londonderry, Lynx. Bacchante. 
Phoebe. Ambuscade as PWCKU) (FaHdonds 
War). Cleopatra (Start Officer Ops to Capt 
Broddesby (CO 1988 88). Ptiverton 
' 1989-90). Finally. Future Training 


s& 


ESCORT GROUPS 
ASSOCIATION 

Calling all crews who served in 
Escort Groups 

6th ANNUAL REUNION 
20 - 23 NOVEMBER 2000 


STRETTON HOTEL 
BLACKPOOL 

Annual subscription £5 

Secretary: 

Mrs M. Lupton, 

35 Delta Park Drive, Hesketh Bank, Preston PR4 6SE 
Tel: 01772-812-838 


LKua-tmTui arm it 

(UNO) chanty beta 
Nmseti. May 16. at 

Lt Frederick 


ardifi. Dryad, in 


Resource Officer at School of Maritime Ops, 
HMS Dryad. Member ol Association of RN 
Officers Jubf 20. aged 52. 

Lt Cdr Albert Ernest Luck MSE, served 
1945-73. Sb*>s: Manxman. Minerva, Atone, 
Coflingwood, Victorious, Hermes. Anfnm. 
Also ASWE and Chatham Naval Base. July 
25, agod 70, 

Fred Harper, RN National Serviceman 
Professional mountaineer and widow edu- 
cationisl Former principal al G ten mono 
lodge National Outdoor Training Centre. July 
24 , aged 62 

Alan Boon, served in WW2 M M & Boon 
publisher July 29. aged 86. 

Rowland Fatrwesthet. ox-Tel. member 
HMS Faulkner Association. June 6, 

Charlte U*. ex-Tet, member of HMS 
Faufenor Association June 29 

Don Branch ley. ex-SlO Ships mefuded 
Indefatigabie and LOT ai D-Day Member of 
Normandy Veterans Association. June 6. 

Alan (Chippy) Carpenter, ex-CPOGl and 
tminer of Portsmouth Field Gun craws in 
1969-70 and 1974 75 Ships: Ganges, 
Modest e. Arit Royal. Afcion, Beauctuvnpton. 
Londonderry, Excellent. Si Angelo. RNR 
Sussex. Member of fofbwing assocahons: 
Ton C4a$$. Ganges, Gls. Portsmouth Field 
Gun, British Logon. Fellowship ol Naval 
Men. RNA. Helped raise £3,000 for 
Leukemia and Iniensive Chemotherapy 
1 before he died ol the disease 
, aged 60 

:k Henry (Rlc) Deveretl 
RNZVH, loaned to RNVR, served 1941-47. 
Ships: HMT Tamaroa. Philomel, AJbrighton, 
King Alfred. ML 275. LCT 535. June 1 7. aged 

79. 

Terry Clarke. Ships: Si Vincent, 
Vanguard, Dibo* Vernon. Osprey. Member of 
Loch Fada Association. June 17. 

William (Bill) Penkerthrmn. served 25 
years. Ships: Vengeance, Boxer. Bulwark. 
Wakeful Vefutam. Keppel. Kem, VKtofkxis, 
Triumph. Centaur. Ulster, Hornet, Member ol 
HMS Comus Comrades. July 4. 

Michael E. (Scouaa) Irvine Retired 
1996. Ships included Can 
Oregon, July 2. aged 48. 

Jan Youngs. V-CPO, served 1938-58 
Ships: Courageous (survivor). Unicom, 
Simbeng. Peewit. Condor. Seahawk. Veteran 
of Malta and Arche convoys and of Siofy and 
Salerno tendings Member of Angus branch 
of FAA Association. 

Joseph Hamac, ex-AH, served 1962-77, 
Steps: Albion. Centaur, Bulwark, Hermes, 
Seahawk, Heron. Dartmouth. Member of 
Aircraft Hangers Association Juty 10. 

Donald Jsmteson. member of HMS 
Newfoundland Association May 14. aged 62. 

James Saunders (Horace) Horsham. 
ex-Nseh manager, spending over 40 years m 
HM ships including Eagte, Ark Royal, 
Fearless. Tiger, July 10, aged 63. 

Tarry Qvgan, ox CPOGI, served 1949- 
74 Shsps: Ganges. Maidstone, Victory, 
Exceffent. Striker, Siskin, Comston, Murt of 
Gakoway, Be4erophon. Loch Fade. Dunkirk. 
Drake. A|a*. St Vincent. Presktem of 
Chichester Combined Cadei Force. June 2, 
aged 66 

Lt (P) Frank Wheeler-Dor set RNVR. 
Appointments inducted Illustrious (806 NAS - 
Taranto). Indomitable (1834 NAS), RAF 
Benson Aged 80 

John (Lofty) Unmet, served 1943-46. 
Ships: Impregnable, Drake, Eridgo, Nadder 
(Mediterranean convoys, Indian Ocean). 
Moon (East indies Reel). Queen. Jeffiooe. 
Member of RNA. Burma Star Association. 
Royal British legion. Poppy Service 
Membership, Services Rendered, Afgeimes 
Association and HMS Impregnable 
Association. July 1, aged 75. 

Antony II. Afford, member of Algerines 
Association (Jaseuf. Mutfne). Feb. 22 

George il, Clifton, member of Algerines 
Association (Laertes) Feb, 22. 

Roy V, C. Yates, member od Algerines 
Association (Stormctoud, Wetlare) Feb 23. 

Derek E, Harlend. member of Algerines 
Association I Persian). March 1. 

WHUem H, Dyer, member 1 
Association, March 12 

L, A, Daniels, member of Algennes 
Association (Bramble). March 22, 

Stan E. Hudson, member of Algerines 
Association (Lioness). April 20. 

Ernest I- Eadfe. member of Algerines 
Association (Rattlesnake). 

Johnson DSM. member of 
AuodaliOri (Ratttesnake). 
Awarded DSM as ERA lor 'gaftamry, skjl. 
determinaiwn and undaunted devobon to 
duly' during Normandy tendkigs, June 1. 


Promotions to Chief 


by C 

Naval Drafting in August for the ioSowing to 
be advanced: 

To ACCCT ■ G.S. Moms (Disc). AC. 
Stone (Coventry) 

To CCMEA - S, Momson (Trafalgar). S.G. 
Duncan (Turbuteni). 

To CCWEA - P.H. Summers (Drake 
CFM). P.A. Juckes (CFM P’mouth). A R 
Ungton (CoHmgwood), R. Bocks (Chatham), 
M. Haibauof (Invincbte) 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(M) JO. HooeyChurch 
(Cambridge). M.S. Fisher (Uverooof). 

To CPO(R) - M.N Cray (Dryad). N.W 
Wmon (PJHQ), D R Reynolds (Fearless), 
A.P. Owens (Chatham). C.A Hardess 
{Cornwall) 

To CPO(S) S.N.T. Watson (Victory), D C, 
Srrath (Richmond). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEMfM) AN McOonsgh 
(Neptune NT). G Robson (Drake CFM), A A. 
Palmar (Bmektesby) 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEM(R) R M Nprris (JSU 
NWood). R.C Harrison (Roctem Portugal). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA - J.E.a Evans (Neisofl), A K 
Gravsoo I Cardiff ) 

^TcPOWTR ■ S.L Campbei (RNAS 
Yeowtton), A.J Ctews (JSU fTwootfl. A,J. 
Roberts (NMA Gosport) 

MEDICAL AN0 DENTAL 
To CPOMA - 0.A Pekofjng (CdO-Log 
Rogt RM) 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERlffG) 

To CPOAEM(L) - N. McDowell (819 
Sqp), A M,V. Hultoe (RNAS Yeovillon) 

To CPOAEMfll) - A.V. Haivey (845 S^i), 
S. Matfier (815 Sqri.HQ), S.J. Abbott (RNAS 
Yeoviton). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOMEMfM) - 9. Hyde (Neptune NT) 


Stan JacquH. member of 

Assoctstton (Prompi). June IS. 

Claude Hopewell, member of Algennes 
Association (Onyx). June 24. 

Eric Dawson, ox-Stoi Sh*» included 
Howe (British Pacific Fleet). Member of 
Howe Association JJy 18. aged 80 

ftuw Harvey. ex-LEM submanner. 
Surisce ships included Theses 
Wdodbndgo Haven, Moon. May 29. 

Joe Oldham, ex-Tel, served WW2 
Member of HMS Penelope Association 

George Luenby. ex-L/Te) Sh^ps includ¬ 
ed HMS Cheviot (1958) Member of HMS 
Chevioi Association. July. 

Derek Foster. ex-uSlo. Ships included 
HMS Chevibl (1953). member of HMS 
Chevioi Association July, 

T. A. C. (Scow) Dale, ex LROfO dunng 
1970® Service included Leander, Juprter and 
Commcen Whitehall. July 19. aged 47. 

Edward Charles (Ted) Pannetl 0SM. ex- 
ASDIC PO served 1939-46 Ships included 
HigWander. Test, Hyderabad. KtkJwick 
Awarded 0SM as A/LS Tor great courage 
and vigour m action with enemy submarines 
while serving in HM shtpe Test and 
Hyderabad m the escort o< a convoy" July 
tti, aged 80. 

Fred Lsndrfgan. LTO in HMS Cossack 
(103) including AH mark and Bismarck 
actions Member of HMS Cossack 
Association Apnl 24 

John Brian William Holton, co-founder 
of HMS St Vincent Association and edrtor of 
Association s newsletter Joined Kawke Drv , 
FWS St Vincent 1953. June S. Memorial Ser¬ 
vice St 2,30 on Oct. IS al St Maiys Church. 
Henley-on-Thames Delays on 823 
92812852 

Adam Leonard Men son. served 1942*46 
as Slo m MMS 167 (Mediterranean 
rranesweeping operations). Aug 3, aged 75. 

Ron Dover Ships included HMS Ajax 
(1938-41 metudrne Baitte of River Plate). 
Member of HMS A|ax and River Rale 
Veterans Association. July 19. 

Bill tzzard BEM, ex CPO(AH), served 
1947-81, Member of Aircraft Handlers 
Association Jufy aged 74 

John (Scouse) Edwards, ex-AH, served 
1964-70 Member of Aircraft Handlers 
Association July. 

Richard Geoffrey Smith, survivor HMS 
Repulse July 16 

Eric Jones Veteran ol Russian and 
Atlantic convoys and D-Day. Sh*» inducted 
HMS Black Prince Member of 10th 
Deetroyer Flofitta Assocation. 

Ken Wheelden Ships inducted HMS 
Nubian. Veteran of Norway. Malta and 
FtaStitn convoys and Burma Member of 
10th Destroyer FtotiMa Association 

Alex Waken shew, electrician sub¬ 
mariner. Boats: Taku, Tatenl, Amohion; mem¬ 
ber of Gosport branch of Submariners 


William Henry Mason. ex-A8 r served 
1943-46. Ships inducted King George V 
(British Padtic Fleel). Aug. 3. aged 74. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Capt (E) P, Q. Wigney Served: 
Implacabte, Merkn. Presateol. Tyne, Centaur, 
Fugard, Daedalus, Victory, 

Lt H, A, Wilkinson Served: Hermes, 
Tent*. Fulmar, Befterophon 

Cdr J, E. Bennett DSC. Seived: Mercury 
fl» Pre&idenl. Kenya 

Cof J. L. Carter RM Served Resofubon. 
Erebus. Saker, Newtoundtend. 

U Cdf (S) A. H* Dark Served: Orton, 
Cochrane. Seahawk 

U Cdr W, W. Dennis MBE, Served Tyne. 
Lochinvar, Victory. Maicoirn, Tamar, Puma. 


Bruce 


’ m T. __ 

k King George V. Eagte. Neptune 
Jupiter. Jufair, Cochrane. 

Lt Cdr M. F. FtaQerald. Served Beffasl 
Javelin, Manchester, Nelson. Glasgow, 
Biankney. Femte, Indomriabte. Seplon. 
pinchef, Rafttesnake. Wmy, VaMay. St James. 
Jupfter. Eaptorte, Cumberland. 

Lt H. G Gibbons RNVR Served, 
Colombo. Longa, Macbeth. 

Lt R D, Gyde Served; DGNR. 

Lt S, Hazed. Served: Centaur, Kenya. 
Forth. Mendip, Medway, Skipjack. 

U P. F. W, Jay RNVR 
Lt Cdr J. C. Jenkins. Served: Hawktos, 
Victorious. Raleigh. Fierce. Ulysses. 
Imperious#. 

Cdr J. P. P. Mkfieri LVO, QBE Served: 
York, Oregon, Leander, Eton Coftege. 

U Cdr 0. £. Tear*. Served: Adamant. 
StfJde. Tabard, Sceptre. Truncheon, ArtU. 


To CPOMEM(L) - S. Marmton 

DWSM - SJ. Vine (' 


■T Shore 


To CPO 
FSLN) 

CHIEF ARTIFICE R/TECHN1CIAN 
To CPOAEAfL) ■ S.W, Gilmore (601 Sqn). 
S G. Hammen (801 Sqn), S A Hardiaty 
(RNAS YeoWton). D. Morris (829 Fn 226), A 
Pluck (899 Sqn Heron), G.H Rees (Sultan). 
E.J. Richinns (899 Sqn Heron). A.0. 
SmnAman (RNAS Yeovillon). M.JA Vodch 
(Sultan), M WeaiheraB (824 NAS). 

Anderson (824 
Mosu), R. Cooper 
Green {899 Sqn 
Heron), AJ, Hewitt (800 Sqn). R Hough ion 
(RNAS Yeovillon). M l McMillan (815 Fit 
202) r J.M Phritips (RNAS Yeovillon), S. 
Robertson (ES Ar Masu Sea) 

To CPOAEA(R) - G-A. Adams (800 Sqn). 
A S. Paterson (RNAS Cuklmse), S.G. Pike 
(820 Sqn). 

To C POME A C J Alexander (Neptune 
NT), J.P. Dash (Grafton), P Evans (CFM 
Pmoulh), S J. Fefi (Tortsay). I A. Ltobortr 
(FSU 03). S.J Mrddtemas (V^grtara Port), A 
Mornson (Suffan), 

To AC POME A - MJ. Moms (Trafalgar), 

R, PfuHips (Turbuteni). 

To CPOWEA ■ T,G, Evans (Ark Royal). 

S. P. Lynch (Manchester). D. Tail (Uverpoof), 
B A Webb and D. Wnjflt (Neptune NT). 

To CWWEA - J. Hifl {Manchester). 

To ACPOWEA - D, Gore (Torbay), M.A 
Smith: (Ocean). 


Swop drafts 


LCH Johnaoo, HMS Glasgow. BFPO 
287, wd swop for any step not deployed in 
May/June next year. 

OM(t)W)1 M P, Howett. HMS Kent (fef 
9380 22460), not deploying until Aug next 
year. Wi swop lor #hy Other Type 23 deploy - 
mg or not (spociaksl quaktications - El 12 
MTLS, AIR 233). 


Oofphm, St James, Montdare. Aktemey 
ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
U Cdr Pari* M. Anderson MBE. VRD, 
BA, RNR, pool pnowtenr Royal Tunbridge 
We&s and founder member Beffasi One of 
longest-serving cheiimeri ol RNA Contraf 
Charittoe Committee. June. 

Henry (Pash) Baker, ex-CPO Much, 
served 1929-53 Ships: Reputes, Renown. 
Ken*. Resolution. Caledon, Nigeria, Phoebe. 
Swrftsura Veteran of Arctic and Malta con¬ 
voys. June 18. aged 88. 

Fred Jen km*, associate member 
Gareflation. May 23. 

Vincent Date, lormor asstetern secretary 
Wylhftnsriawo branch and dub. June aged 
68 . 

Raymond Bromeipw. Hontow. Ex-CPO. 
served 1943^15 (member of Photographic 
Branch). Ships inducted Ocean, Arte Royal 
Member ol RN Photographic Branch 
Association end HMS Ocean Association. 
Ante, aged 75. 

Don {Jim) Platt, life member 
Watertooviiie Ex-CPOGf. served 1943-68 
Ex-Hotorook School. Shfte included HMS 
Sheffield- June. 

June Aylmer, Pooie 

Jim Sltch, Poole. Served in tandtog cralt 
in WW2 

Henry William (Harry) Lord. Warttord. 
Ex AM(E) Ships included Gosling, Dipper. 
Daedalus June 15. 

Ray Organ, presidem and former stan¬ 
dard bearer Lancing. Ex-CPO. 

Peter BaJterd. Boreham Wood and Area 
vice chairman. Served WW2- May 14. 

Edward (Tad) Morrison, Carlisle & 
Disirtct Served 1940-45 June 15, aged 90 
Ken V. Wataon, Reading 
Ron E, AahficHd, Readmg 
Jamee Hughe*. Birkenhead. Ex-UStO 
submanoer. Served in H boats and HMS 
Tactician. June 19, aged 78 

Henry Baker, Portsmouth. June 22, aged 

88 . 

Chart** Albart Baahford, Worthing Ex- 
AB. served 1943-47. Steps: Buian. St 
Margarets. June 10. 

Wllflem Roget*. life member High 
Wycombe Ships included HMS Tartar 
(WW2) 

Nigel Boorman, associate member 
Hortey. Elected in May as Hortey's first blind 
Cdunoior, Aged 53, 

Ron Stuart, founder member and vice 
chairman Epsom. Ships metoded Vanguard 
Aged 72. 

Barry Gotetworthy, He member Lydd A 
Dtngeness. Served 12 years. July 7, 

Joe VWla, lounder member and president 
Mata. July 7. aged 85 

Alex Maxwell. WaHosey, June 30, 
Kenneth Hutchinson. West Lothian. Ex- 
CPOMEA(P) Steps: Dundee, Eagte, 
Ausorxa, Fife. Kent. Caledonia July 2, aged 
64. 

G, S + T. (Geofl) Dlggory, Uominater 
Served 1939-46 in deetn^er* and Combined 
Ops. July 3. aged 84. 

Colin (Nobby) Hall, past chairman 
Birmingham & District. Served 1941-46, 
Ships: Royai Arthur, Medina, Daedalus. 
Kestrel. Saker. RmgtaiJ, Blackcap, Victorious, 
Daedalus 111. Member ol Victorious 
Association and FAA Association. Jufy 6 
P, T. W1l*on, former member Catee. Ex- 
ERA submanner, including HM submarine 
Statesman (1944-45) Jyfy 20, 

Yvonne Collin* (nee Mactoed). Derby. 
Ex-LWREN SBA, served 1955-57 Service 
included Haslar, CoJlmgwood, Dauntless 
(ship's company) 

Harry Reed, kle member and former wel- 
tate offtoer Baitersea Served WW2 indwkng 
Mediterranean July 16. aged 80. 

John Devi*, Waterioovaie Ex RM Senior 
NCO, served 1948-73 and was afterwards 
House of Lords usher. 


HORSHAM James Saunders 

25-11*1936 to \ 0-07-2000 

(Hmi 4*4 4nrui| mtubewt Cmt m bnia 
H* hh Ik Hb JWtU 

IirntT, Ptrwxuk, On* PI J 4JL ktartbnkm. 
Ai« mh mmi * k. mA ^ mi 

tar tinfc* mi bwrtrn M, Mu uJ SifH im±n 
Imm w m Hf H* h Hi«L Dw» 
ii lw mm*y m *ktmc m mj bd Out Qmkf. 
Bf« mi, ta dmJktm 1 Lm| kwj mtmrt H* -rod 
k pta w iaifw k a* na* i mit k jtm 
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NAVAL 

RESERVE 


Contact: 0845 6075555 (24hrs) or 023 9272 7679 
www.rnjobs.co.uk ^ 

Recnjjts are rxxmafly British or C^srnmoftwo^th subjects aged 
between 16 and 40 (45 for ex-RW), male or female and 

physically fit iKVKnt* in mom 


I .caving The Forces? Want THE 
job not A job? Ex‘Services in 
Husintrs-s? Join The llM it\ FREE 

t >jxn to Scjv kcVcx Sen k~o &. all Rani* 
The csscotiiJ Job Scorch A tHnsflury 

"Their »» Dm one pencil ratided ihruufh tir |m 
*Jm iW nci rod um lo hdp m’ Da Manfcct 
uh w.ltidiMttLrum U 01483 2DCI 863 
PU Bm m, DmWfokL Uudatmirq; UL&4VH 


CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 

www.jobsoQrchers.co.uk 


New Zealand's Navy serves one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Spectacular scenery, 
unspoiled natural riches and a quality of life that is internationally renowned has made New Zealand 
a wonderful home for dozens of ex-Royal Navy personnel. 

Right now we are looking for Lieutenant and Lieutenant Commanders who are 
WE and PWO qualified. We are also looking for Leading Hands and Petty Officers who have maintained 
Radar, Sonar, Gunnery and Control & Combat Systems. 


To advertise on our Recruitment pages 
Tel: 023 927 25062 or 023 927 24226 


CLEAN, GREEN, 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace ts an exciting one. Already a 
feeding independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry. FLS aim to be a world leader 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted, London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following: 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided ‘Where necessary. 


For Company information see our website at> 
www. FLSAeropsace. com 

E-mail: guyw@1f$aefGspace.com Fax Mo; 01279 680085 


Oil- RIGS 

The Essential Guide * 

FOB ANYONE WHO IS tNTE RESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESWT KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
SNFOftMATlON VOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OfL RIGS. 

• HOOKS TODAY * 
01253 869008 
8 Ctegg Aw Thornton-Clevefeys, 

Unci FYS 1BJ U K 


www, d era, gov.uk/eareers 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


Get updated... 
Get the facts... 

Get Online... 

www.navynews, co.uk 

Fact... not Fiction! 


The Aircraft Test fit Evaluation Sector at OERA Boscombe Down 
is die UK’s official centre for the evaluation and acceptance 
testing of all military aircraft, their armament and associated 
environment. With state-of-the-art facilities, plus a dedicated test 
fleet, we can offer a unique, diverse and stimulating environment 
in which to apply - and enhance - your skills. 

We are looking for Technicians who will relish the prospect of 
carrying out first and second line maintenance on the broadest 
range of rotary wing aircraft - Merlin. Chinook. Apache. Lynx. Sea 
King and Gazelle helicopter marks included. It’s a vital role within 
our remit which will involve working on overseas or shipborne 
detachments throughout the world in support of aircraft trials. 

To be considered for this prestigious role, you will have served a 
recognised aeronautical apprenticeship or have a demonstrable 
understanding of up-to-date military systems, A working 
knowledge of quality issues, health & safety regulations and 
airworthiness is essential. Equally important will be a flexible 
approach towards a working pattern that is dictated by the needs 
of our clients and a high level of self-motivation. 

A challenging and diverse remit is not the only attraction.You can 
also look forward to good career prospects, with the potential to 
move up to supervisory level. An attractive rewards package 
includes a generous pension and holiday allowance.These 
positions are offered on a permanent basis. 

For an application form, please contact, quoting reference 2706. 
The Response Management Team. AlA (Associates in Advertising), 
S St John’s Lane. London EC IM 4BN, Tel: 020 7553 9120 
(between 9.30am and 5.30pm). Closing dace for receipt of 
applications is 22nd September 2000. 


Recruitment & Business Opportunities 




DERA is a committed equal 
opportunities empksyw 

DERA a an Agency of the MOD 


your way... 


DERA, t he Defence 
Evaluation <£ Rtiearch 
Agency, it the forgert icientrfic 
and technical organnot/an 
of iu kind in Europe, ft % here 
that intelligent*, imagination 
and innovation combine 
to produce next-generation 
research lolutjons for the 
MOD and an increasing 
number of commercial 
partner! throughout 
the world* 


The latest rotary 
aircraft are heading 


Aircraft Mechanical Trades Technicians 


up to C 16,800 <fi benefits • Boscombe Down, 
Salisbury 


MAIB 

MARINE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

Inspector of Marine Accidents 
(engineering) £28,537 - £37,345 
Make a difference to marine safety 


The Marine Accident Investigation Branch is an expert unit within the 
Department of the Environment Transport and !he Regions. It is 
responsible for investigating marine accidents for the UK government, 
producing reports and recommendations based on its findings, and 
providing professional advice at public enquiries. 

As an Inspector of marine accidents (engineering), you will be responsible 
for conducting accident investigations independently, with your Principal 
Inspector, or as part of a multi disciplinary team. The job will involve 
extensive travel within the UK, and occasionally overseas.You will have a 
current driving licence. 

You must hold a Class 1 Engineer Certificate of Competency, a degree in 
mechanical/marine engineering or equivalent and have experience of 
merchant vessel operation at a senior level at sea or ashore. Alternatively 
you must be a degree qualified marine engineer officer with at least two 
years charge experience at sea in the Royai Navy, and a Chartered 
member of a recognised engineering institution. 

You should also possess sound report writing skills, strong powers of 
analysis, the ability to work in a team and liaise effectively at all levels of 
management. 

The position is available from November 2000. Starting salary will be in 
the range £28,537 ^ £37.345 (under review) depending on qualifications 
and experience. Relocation expenses of up to £5,000 may be payable in 
appropriate circumstances. 

For further delays and an application form (to be returned by 
29 September 2000f, write to - 

Roger Brydges, MAIB, First Floor, Carlton House, 
Carlton Place, Southampton S015 2DZ, UK 


toy/ 


ocvwnm tn mwt$ 


For further Mormation and and application form please send you oirritulum vitae to: 

HEAD NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 

NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, HAYMARKET, LONDON SW1Y 4TQ 


it's your future* Launch it* 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre,, Middle Wallop Siockbridge, Hampshire $020 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 
£15,000 - £18,100 pa 

to work in 1'< and 2 nt > line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation, Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 
years, 8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident 
and fife assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: NN 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Bus 4*0, DONCASTKR ON4 9XL 
www.iiewltftfeducatfon.co.uk 


This is an outsianffing opportunity to join a growing organisation mat offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement, 


Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker. 

Senior Personnel Officer, FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road. 
London - Stansted Airport Essex CM24 IRE 


MECHANICAL Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop / Radio Shop Electrical Shop 


FLS Aerospace Limited 
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Sailing f?omid-iiP 




• NOT ALL PLAIN SAILING: Thick 
fog concentrates the mind of Lt Cdr 
tan Jackson during the race across 
the Channel to Cherbourg. 


T HICK FOG and light airs prevailed during five coastal races and a slog 
across the Channel when the Navy, Army and Royal Air Force battled for the 
Services Offshore Racing title. 

Although the Army won inshore, the Navy scored two firsts in the offshore race. The 
RN Sailing Association s former Rear Commodore Offshore, Cdr Tony Higham, won his 
class in the Nicholson 55 and was awarded the Sultan of Jahore Trophy and medals, 

! H TT - 1 “ And Cdr Mike Shrives, the 

current RC(O) in the Victoria 
34 class, won the Trieste Cup 
j ^ and medals as well as the 

v - : ■ Victoria Marine Trophy in the 

:. 5KS Victoria 34 Amorta. 

\ Despite the light airs, the 

I j • • ■■ offshore race was a hard 

-|»f f fought affair which started on 

AitfXwmnimL H a Thursday morning and didn't 

-|L firlUI\ll* fro finish until the early hours of 

^ Siiturd.ly 

^ "/■" T -- thick fog in the Channel ship- 

J 1 ^ ping lanes the boats had to 

f 1 prepare themselves for the 

J possibility of being run down. 

f # | Outside of the shipping 

n lanes, kedging became a regu- 

<L > * lar event despite the depth of 

jm H N^j££‘ f. Amoria was fortunate to 

I M \\ 'j ^ have Royal Marine Sandy 

—*-^^ ““---Sanders on the crew, who was 

tred in Cherbourg with the team's prizes , INSET: Kedging again - strong enough to pull up the 

gave Amoria and edge by hauling up the anchor from 60 metres , anchor whenever a zephyr 


% BAG R4T/0NS; If Cdr Jackson and Lt Cdr Nigel Amphlett show 
their appreciation of the boil-in-the-bag cuisine which kept them 
going through the offshore race , 


SS **3iST 


The ■Royal Navy* entry was 
skippered by the current RNSA 
Offshore Rear Commodore, Cdr 
Shrives, and was sponsored hy Sir 
Donald Gosling, 

Other skippers were Olympic 
Robsl c i k h Cha mpiun jonnie 
Woodall in ‘Heath Lambert* . 
Round the World Race Navigator 
Stuart Quarrie in ‘Skandia Life'. 
Peter Bonham Christie in ‘leant 
Bear" and evRN offshore skipper 
Mike Broughton in ‘Anderson 
Consulting. k 

Stuart Smith skippered *Anny\ 
Simon Crodkatt was the captain of 
‘RAF and Cdr Colin Watkins was 


R0YAL NAVY 


t&. ■ -jA*. , 


SEA CADET ROYALIST REGATTA 2000 


allowed progress to be made. 

The course required the 
boats to sail around two buoys 
off Cherbourg which 
Inevitably meant a tidal gate, 
and Amoria ended up kedging 
off the first with the frustration 
of seeing the rest of the Fleet 
catching up. 

As ft panned out, the finish 


could not have been any clos- 
er, with Amoria fust two boat- 
lengths ahead of the Captain 
D3-entered Voluta. 


The Army's success in the 
inshore races was enough to 
ensure overall victory, but the 
Navy's first and second at 
Cherbourg gave them the off¬ 
shore honours. 


Weather makes 
for challenging 
offshore race 


• PRIZES: Cdr Mike Shrives pictured in Cherbourg with the team's prizes « INSET: Kedging again - 
Royal Marine Sandy Sanders who gave Amoria and edge by hauling up the anchor from 60 metres, 


Hard-fought race 
raises cash for 
the Sea Cadets 

FORMER OLYMPIC sailors and VIPs from industry joined 
forces with yachtsmen from all three Services to raise cash for 
naval training in the Sea Cadets Royalist Regatta 2000. 

Olympians David Hewlett and Adam Gosling {World Champion 
Etchells sailor) competed in the Sunsail yacht + Yes , para Olympic Gold 
Medal winner Andy Cassell sidled in ‘Sunley I lomes' and Phil Crcbbin 
look charge in TJAe Systems.' 


• CROSSING THE LINE: The Royal Navy entry leads the fleet at the start of the Sea Cadets Royalist Regatta 2000. 


in charge of ‘Sea Cadet C orps.' 

Hie event was organised by the 
Sea Cadets in the square-rigger 
'TS Royalist' and run by the Royal 
Thames Yacht Club, 

Ail boats had a Sea Cadet 
on board and a stiff breeze 
ensured that all four races 
were exciting. 

'The Army was the overall win¬ 
ner and the event was followed hy 
a champagne reception and a mag¬ 
nificent dinner in the wardroom at 
[IMS Excellent, hosted hy the 
Chairman of the Sea Cadets, Vice 
Admiral Sir Jonathan Tbd. 
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Whatever you want... 

micro! ans" 

...mate& it po&gble, 


Preferential rates for all NAVY 
personnel 

Easy to arrange 

Funds transferred directly into 
your bank account" or by cheque 

Payment Protection available for 
your complete peace of mind 

Fixed repayments for easy 
budgeting 

No security required and 
no broker fees 


Hicrokwm are prayc to lx? 
fH offlC&l sensors Of: 


r Su£^ect lo Stans We resene cne ngW to dec*ne an applcabon. L oans only Mfebte to appicartsovenS £?jot 3 &ons on requesl Hvs adv«tsemerc repi 3 ce£ ai premxs adverhs^ig 'Chygebb#* 

transtasftdtetoana^ Fv^liandeibydtt^carTKnodHfge Dab Pnrtectbi Ad: Tdeptareeafc to and from imperii Consofcfcted France Ud te 

*npnra<w service In order to prcc^ you teleptor^ winced to ^ you ftnanoal stonfeg by mabigas&BdiaaasrMretoKisage^ Ddafe d low >ou codud 

yotr bar tth* also tedsdowd to aoycredtEdereriee agency and Ossrtonratonmay be E^tyoter briers ft assessfigappistoore^ liateting lefomution: 

fenpertal ConsoWaSed Fnarbers Lid wi retan ntemaPon pfowJed by joa This may tie used to prawfe you writ Hbraqin itad otter products arxl serwces c^nad by itrpen^ Ccnsoic»ed Gnxp ol Ccmp^vs. Vyau 
itondiish to race« su± r*jrm^ please inionn us by cafrg keephone 0800 5424833. Ires open Ban - 8pm everyday 


A Orman erf knpwud Contohfctod Finanoers Ltd 
RegaSwod in Ervand A Wife* Mo. 3430856 
Related Consumer Cwdi bosnot Mo 451201 
Pvt erf th* Impend Conurfriatad Ouup erf Cornpvvei 
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Loans 


for readers of 

Navy News 

Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first 
Look at the benefits....... 

Rates from 9 . 9 % APR (Typical APR 14 . 9 % ) 


Q F YOU are buying a 
house you will inevit¬ 
ably become involved 
in what to some is the 
daunting process of con¬ 
veyancing. 

A conveyancing transaction 
is a masterpiece of coordina¬ 
tion, especially if you arc trying 
to tie in a sale and purchase. It 
may reduce one of the many 
areas of stress if you can identify 
the stages of a transaction and 
when you will be asked to come 
up with the money. 

To start with, get your solicitor to 
confirm their quote and what it 
includes - that way you know what 
your budget should he* The charge 
made will be for your solicitor's 
time, but he or she wilt have to pay 
other costs, such as search fees and 
stamp duly, which can be estimated 
at the start. 

One of the first searches is a 
Local Search* the cost of which 
varies with each local authority. 
The council will check their 
records for mailers that may affect 
your prospective purchase, and 
that search will include planning 
issues and road development. You 
may be asked to pay for that at the 
start, and if you budget for £100 
you will not be far out. 

Once the searches are done, the 
next time the cheque-hook needs 
to appear is at exchange of com 


are a number of deadlines for pay¬ 
ment that incur penalties if they 
arc missed. Stamp duly lias to be 
paid within 2H days of completion, 
and if you have a m on gage your 
lender will insist that they are not 
missed, hence you w ill need all the 
money in one go, 

1 have acted Tor Service person¬ 
nel for over 30 years and I know 
there arc particular problems for 
them, not least the fad that being 
on a ship and out of contact can 
cause problems. 

You need to lei your solicitor 
know at the outset that you are in 
the Navy and what your move¬ 
ments are going to he. That way, 
the matter can be planned to suit 
your availability. It may be be nec¬ 
essary. for instance, for you to 
grant Lower of Attorney to make it 
possible for documents to be 
signed on your behalf when you are 
away during the transaction. 

Moving home is a stressful busi¬ 
ness, There are so many things that 
need to come together. Not least, it 
is a major commitment and you 
need to be sure that you can afford 
the payments and the process. 
Never he afraid to ask those acting 
for you for a full explanation of any 
part of the process or payments 
ihat you are being asked to make. 
It will be for the best in the end. 

V Brian Bellinger is the 
senior partner of the solicitors 
Biscoe Cousins Groves of 
WatertooviJte, Hampshire* 


Brian Bellinger 


Borrow any amount between 
£1,000 - £15,000 


tracts. At that point you will have 
to find a substantial sum lo give to 
your seller - traditionally ten per 
cent of purchase price. 

If you arc selling and buying, you 
will receive a deposit on your sale 
and be able lo pass it on. First-time 
buyers wilt have to come up with 
the money from their own funds. 

Exchange of coni rads commits 
you lo the transaction and sets the 
date for moving. On that day you 
will have to pay all Ihc rest of the 
money. 

You will he sent a statement 
which will show you all Ihe costs 
and charges. You will have lo pay 
stamp duty to the Government if 
the price of the house Ls over 
£60,000. The rate for that is nor¬ 
mally one per cent of purchase 
price* but rises to three per cent for 
houses costing over £25(£tK)0* and 
four per cent for those over 
£500,000* 

Then there arc Land Registry 
fees on a purchase* and estate 
agent fees if you arc selling. Your 
solicitor will usually make these 
payments for you. 

You will have to come up with alt 
the money, cleared to your solid- 
lofs account, by the day of comple¬ 
tion - and you will not be able to 
spread the payment. 

Once completion arrives, ihere 


Repayments by Standing Order 
for your convenience 


instant Decision Service - 7 days a week 

800am to 9.00pm Monday to Friday 
8 00am to 8 00pm Saturday and 9.00am to 6.00pm Sunday 


For an instant decision 
or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

0800 591 682 

please quote ref. '791/503' 
fo apply for your Direct Loan 

This advwtisemwit replaces any previous advertisements to readers of Navy Nows 
for Direct Personal toons from The Co-operative Bank pic. 

We regret that this offer is only available to U,K, residents. 


NO ARRANGEMENT FEES 


Optional Repayment Protection 
is available for your peace of mind 


Is this you? 

DEBT PROBLEMS 


Client A is in the Forces. His financial 
difficulties arose because of a series of 
unfortunate events over a period of a few 
years* Together with his partner he took out 
a mortgage to purchase a property and also 
various loans to pay for the deposit and 
furnish their new home. Unfortunately, the 
relationship was not long*lived and he was 
left with all the liabilities but only one 
income to service them. In order co survive 
he lived on credit cards and consolidated her 
borrowings with further loans. Eventually 
the situation became impossible and he 
turned to FCL for help. 


By this time, the total value of his unsecured 
creditors* i*e not including the mortgage and 
HP payments was around £2 1,000, We 
assessed his full financial situation and 
established that his monthly disposable 
income {i*e money left after paying the 
mortgage, household bills and living 
expenses) was £185. FCL were able to assist 
this diem by preparing proposals to the 
client’s creditors offering this monthly sum 
over a period of 5 years in full and final 
settlement of all his unsecured liabilities. 
This offer* of around 50% of the total debt 
was accepted by the majority of the 
Creditors and became legally binding on 
them all* As you can imagine this was a relief 
to the client who now felt able to make a 
fresh start in his life. 


CALL US NOW FOR FREE* 
CONFIDENTIAL DEBT ADVICE 


Vie COOPERATIVE BANK 


Direct 


FtXEP APR 


FREEPHONE 0800 7 16239 
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Brought to you by f NAAff 


WELLBEING SERVICES. TEL 01329 515532 

FREE DEBT ADVICE TO THE ROYAL NAVY 
Web site address: www.wellbeimiservices.eo.uk 


when you borrow 


Q t you are thinking of a major 
purchase, the chances are 
you will. also be thinking 
about finance to cover the addi¬ 
tional expense. 

Personal loans are an excellent 
way of turning your dreams into 
reality - for example, that special 
holiday you've always wanted, a 
new extension to your house, or that 
new car you have your eye on. 

But although a personal loan 
should help you to budget for large 
expenditure more easily, it is impor¬ 
tant to make sure that you will be 
able to make the repayments with¬ 
out over-committing yourself to 
additional outgoings you cannot 
easily afford. 

Before taking out any additional 
financial commitment, such as 
monthly Joan repayments, It makes 
good sense to carry out a full review 
of your monthly expenditure com¬ 
pared with income to ensure you can 
afford to repay the loan. 

This income-and-expenditure 
review should include just about 
everything you buy during the month 
- in addition, of course, to the major 


items for which you pay monthly. 
You should also budget for any other 
big bills you pay annually within your 
expenditure review. 

tf you then decide that a loan is the 
answer, it Is important to use a rep¬ 
utable company to provide the 
finance. They should advise you on 
the most suitable type of loan for 
your needs, and provide you with a 
written quotation so that you can see 
exactly how much you will be paying 
each month. 

But it is not just the monthly repay¬ 
ments you need to consider - it is 
also how and when the repayments 
are made. This is particularly impor¬ 
tant when you are in the Navy and 
likely to be sent to sea at short notice 
- or if you are stationed abroad. 
When this happens the last thing you 
want to worry about is notifying com¬ 
panies of your new address. 

One way around that Is to ensure 
that your repayments are collected 
from your bank or building society 
through a direct debit instruction. 
That will avoid arrears which could 
otherwise occur If any problems 
arise. But it is equally important to 
arrange for the repayments to be col¬ 


lected on a date that coincides with 
your salary being paid into your 
account. 

Even if you do arrange for repay¬ 
ments to be made by direct debit, it 
is very useful to give authority 
enabling the company providing the 
loan to contact your partner, spouse 
or welfare officer, in case of any 
queries while you are away, if that is 
not done, even simple problems left 
unresolved can occasionally cause 
repayments to be missed. 

In extreme cases that could even¬ 
tually result in legal action being 
taken to recover the debt, and a 
County Court judgment being made 
against you. That would not only 
affect your credit record, making 
future loans more difficult to obtain, 
but could also jeopardise your future 
promotion prospects. 

So, to sum up, it is important that 
any loan you take out is not only 
affordable but is repaid consistently 
each month. And, as an extra safe¬ 
guard in case of any queries when 
you are away at sea, make sure the 
loan provider can contact someone 
you have authorised to deal with 
your account. 


■ THIS feature was provided by Warrior Group Ltd, which in partnership with Naafi, offers financial services to 
members of the Armed Forces. Further information: From UK or Germany, call Warrior on freephone 00800 
21222324, From other parts of the world, call on 44 1959 5S8969, 


--- 

i 


You choose your holiday & let 
us take care of the rest. 

Pop info your local branch of NAAFI Finanadf Services for: 
Holiday Loans, Travel Insurance & Foreign Currency. 

If you can't get to a branch, call Warrior direct on: 
(Free from UK & Germany) 00800 21 22 23 24 
or (Rest of the World) +44 1959 56 89 69 

Call Centre Open Times 8cm * 8pm Monday - Friday 9am * 2pm Saturday 


Oov® #S Wi- 8&od Sumdridb#, K**f7Nl4 6HN 


DEBT PROBLEMS 
DEBT SOLUTIONS 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DNS 4SZ 


Prepare with care 
























36 NAVY NEWS. SEPTEMBER 2(KK) 


www.navyneWs.co.uk 



At Your Service 


Wilfred Speight. HMS Bermuda: Stove 
Ormerod is lry*ng to trace three oW stap- 
mates of his ynefe Wilfred. who is rnwr 70.. 
Ho served on HMS Bermuda 1044-46 Tlw 
three names he remembers are Dtck 
Stevens from London. Half-pint Gibson from 
Fteetwood and Derek Holden from Dudley. 
Any into about these people to Steve at 18, 
Lone! St Burnley RfM2 6RA lei 01262 
411039. email storm 

Mobile Operating Naval Air Bases 
(MOHABs) Tortv Drury seeks reminiscences 
and photos from farmer members of the 
ships companies of tfie ten MONAB& and 
one Transport,ipto Auer,lit Maintenance Yard 
(TAMYIi wnich operated m Australia, rhe 
Adrroraily Islands. Hong Kong and Singapore 
donng WW fl and post-war. Coritributraris wtH 
be inducted m a MONABs website. Contact 
tonytfrury it nienattitistoty madasattsh rxvrr 
Cornwallis: Seeking memories or photos 
of this 74-gun 1813-txjiit wooden wall, a hulk 
at Sheenies* until 1953 Contact Richard 
Holme. 57, CuNwtfcn Par*, Tunbridge Wefts 
TN4 9QU tef: 01892 513144 email 
106033 473^conTpusen«.cwn 

Kenneth Mole, was Chef on HM ships 
Adamant, Theseus, Sarrosa and Naval 
Wireless Station Hontoa island, and frved m 
married quarters (here 1953-54 His widow 
Sytoft would tovo to hear from anyone who 
knew him or them Write to 36, Royal Oak 
Road. Rowley Rems, Wo$i Midlands 065 
HMX, tel 01384 239296 

MTS 102 in July Navy Wows Was Ih s 
the MTS which rescued survivors from block 
Ship SS Mpyte. one Meboat and one Corley 
float, oul from Dunkirk Harbour ai O300 on 
Juno 4. 194Q 7 Contact Harry Swanson. 2, 
Firtrec Avo Waikerviite, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne NE6 4TB. W 0191 262 6552 

C. Twycrots R Marlborough has found 
a Bible which he would l*ko to return to a rel- 


Contad rim on 023 9262 2764 

Cap Tallies Torry Luxfon has tallies of 
HMS Hood. HMS Resolution HMS Centurion 
e*c. These are not repress; he befceves they 
were issued to Ate xandrui m WWl? as a dekb- 
eraio (hsmtormalion ploy Any mto to Tony, 
16. Warwick fld. Bude 6X23 8£U. to* 01286 
355420, email, Ortrttadta Obctfmatf ctxn 
HMS Birkenhead Dave Harding lives in 
a small village caked Mcgregor. roi Tar away 
from mo coast whore the Birkenhead sank. A 
smew brewery nearby produces a lager bcH- 
tied under ifte HMS Stotertooad label. He 
believed this ship was decommi$«ioned as a 
RN frigate and convened to a troopshp, end 
therefore was not HMS at the emp she sank 
When did the designation HMS first come 
■n:o general use throughout the RN 7 Contact 
Lt Cdr Dave Hanknq (Reid). PO Bo* 55. 
McGregor, 6708, Western Cape. South 
Africa, email dfve*A 0 xwiei co za 

HMS Glory 194561 Ray Sands seeks 
anyone who served m Ibis ship. He is frying 
to compile a tel of ttw ship's comptemeni 
requucmenl. lull name, rank, number and 
possible photo, to be relumed. Contact Ray, 
Greenstoeves Cottage, 47 Oast Rd. Hurst 
Green Dated RH8 9i)U. tot: 01883 713976 
U^f. or ’Taffy' Lewis served m OEMS 
as an AA gunner at (he beginning of WWII. m 
S$ Seaconkght. SS Cbm Ferguson and SS 
Baiter a. He also served m HM ships 
Greyhound, Javelm. Westminster and Loch 
Tarbert If anyone has any memories (A ME. 
Lewis’s late father, contact him at 70, 
Broadstone Close, Branshokm Estale, Hull 
HU7 6AZ, tef 01482 830595 

Britannia Magazine dated 1933. also the 
Britannia frsto lor 1926. ’29. 36, 38. and a 
1937 RN Cottage Greenwich menu are all 
available *n exchange tor any pro 1970 
issues at the Shottey HMS Ganges maga¬ 
zine Contact Vic on 0121 779 3525. emart 
hocking Uhockmg6 f treeserw co.ijk or 37, 
Waysxle. Marslon Green. Solihull 837 7AY 
HMS Dundee Early m 1939 GecH Mumby 
went 200 mites up the Orinoco River has 
any warship been up there smee 7 Ho also 
served m Vernon. when they were bombed 
out and moved to Boedean and St Dunslan’s 
at Brighton tte wants to know if any other 
Naval barracks at Portsmouth, Ctoltom and 
Devonport wore also bombed out? Contact 
Coal a! 2. Manmng Ct Easibury Rd. Qxhey 
Park. Watford WD19 4Px. tef: 01923 252373 
RN Land Rover reg 90 RN 32 Graham 
Measures is trymgto trace toe RN server? of 
hts Land Rover. The papers were stamped 
by Portsmouth and ho behevos is was mao- 
tamed at Hftsea Contact Graham al Grove 
Comer Cottage. Knapton. Nonh Walsham. 
Nortoflt NR28 0RS. tot 01603 684348. email 
^shammoasures 0 xsfreamco uk 

HMS Dainty Tony Loader seeks pholos 
and into on the Damry. a D-class destroyer, 
and fts sinking on February 24. 1941, ofl 
Libya, near Tobruk Tony s undo Surwved 
the smtortg. Con tad Tony at 19. Nemesia 
Avenue. Canngbart, 2229. NSW. Ausbafca, 
email; icxrykxKkvtismartens!.netau 

Cftpl Phillip Mnsterion-Smith: Wouto he 
or anyone knowing where he is, contact Will 
Aidndge re h»s vsri to ihe Japanese Navy 


cemelery grave of Seaman George Tibbmfi 
at Kure. possibly tn 1992 Fibbtos was 
drowned off Mtyaftma, near Hiroshima, in 
Apnl 1907 Will is doing research lor Kure 
City Council Comad him on 01603 433259. 
email witt0akfatig$w tr$0$&YG CO uk 

HMS VictOftous, June 1963 to November 
1964 G Sketch®! would like to replace Ihe 
Cbmrr«s5io™ng book, the ship was in the Far 
Easl tor 18 months, and Ihe captain was 
Peter Comp&ton. Contact G. Skeichef. Court 
Mews. Soumcourt. Deal. Kent CT14 7AN. 

Amber Bill Lyn Galptn has a quart pewter 
tankards inscribed Amber S*V from fr*s friends 
v? fht? Royal Ntavy 25 2 57 Who was Amber 
Bit 7 Contact Lyn at 43- Hawthorn Grove, 
Combe Down. Bath BA2 5Q£. tat. 01225 
834690, email; Darten Golpm tf vwpn net 
Muncaster Castle R J Wilson seeks a 
photo of this vessel, believed to have been 
converted to a hoop earner and sunk off 
Freetown m 1942 by a U-boal. Contact own 
at 5, Church Pose. Marchmgton. CtToxetor 
Staffs ST 14 UNO, (el 01283 820668 

Recruitment poster R Parkmson seeks 
a copy Of a photo token of AO taster Sumner, 
token on board HMS Rodney at Southend to 
1937 and used as a rocnirtment poster to# 
Ihe RN Contact R Parkinson. 93 Bright St, 
Leigh. Lancs WN7 &ON tel 01942 703S89 
John C. Block S J Block seeks Service 
mfo and memories of hts father, who |0«tad at 
HMS Cottmqwood to September 1941, and 
served m HM ships Dinosaur. Copra and 
Victory before retaaso m 1946 Judging by 
some of the photos, he spent some time m 
(he Med John was butcher tn Owy Street m 
the Thornton Heath, Croydon area. Contact 
SJ Block. 83, Hoimesdata Rd, London 
SE25 6JH toi, 020 8771 0612 

AB Leslie Norman Brown: Seeking 
descendants of AB Brown, bom 1908. Of 
Forest Green, m tho Navy 1924-31. Irene 
Taylor has photos token by h*m in Ihe Navy, 
toctockng RN ships, all named and doled, 
and aspects Of shipboard He. winch she 
would like to pass on lo hn lamfty Corttaci 
Irene at 19, MfKers Rd, Gtorigarfy, Tasmania. 
Australia 7275. omak; 

HMS Kempenfctt Does anyone know 
(he whereabouts of the ship's bet 7 She was 
based at Srmonstown m (ho (950$ and 
decommissioned about 1956 Fiona Barnett 
was chnsiened on board m July, i95t, and 
she bekeves her name. Fiona Mcneftan. to 
be engraved on the bell. Contact Fiona at 17. 
The Riggs, Fort Augustus. Inverness-sfwo 
PH32 4QF, emad frona bameltOftGQOk.com 
Dockyard, Malta Akin Keighley seeks 
info on RN chapels m Matta Dockyard. 
Almosl no records survive into on location, 
furnishings, memorials, chaplains cic, con 
tael Alan at 13. Coleshrll PL ice. Bradwell 
Common. Milton Keynes MK13 SDG 

HMS Achilles, Battle of the River Pinto 
jm TurnbuH seeks mlo or relatives of 5/PO 
imest Pearson, as he haa an album and 
personal photos and papers Ernest which ho 
would wke to pass on Contact fvm at 230, 
Naytond Rd. Sloko. Nelson 7001. N2 

HMS Gan net. Changaha 1933 rs the 
engraving on a Chinese half-pint pewter 
tankard owned by Mr T. Merrett. who wants 


to know anything about tho sh*> and her rea¬ 
sons for being there Contact him ai 12, 
Dorset Rd, WoHasion. Stourbridge DY8 4SZ. 

7/w Altonflc Star /93945 is toe litter of a 
book, a copy of which has boon acquired by 
Mr S G T. Beard (e*-W02 RA). Regent Rd 
Lower Howsett, Malvern, Lines del Mohem 
565700) It has been ouiographod by PO 
Wien Constonco Peam « who is meniiohnd 
m the book - and her husband. Donald Mt 
B eard week! kke to pass on ihe volume to a 
member of the Pcam faitWy 

Le Candetiere was a French WW2 war- 
shfj in which Errue Llpham served as an RN 
totographtst His cousin. Jack Burchett. 20 
Uncotot Rd We«ing, Ken(. DA16 2HX (tel 
0208306 0488) would tike to know the 
wartime history ot the ship and more about 
hts cousin, a Royal Oak suivivof and D-Day 
veteran with whom he lost touch when Ernie 
later j&ned the South African Navy 


HMS Sirius C82, CM do class cruiser FNG 

^Freddo) Thomas. High Angle Gunnery 
Control Officer, would like to contact Old stop- 
males from 1944-45 Tel: 01477 532712 
HMS Amazon 1982 Jock Hari seeks 
Jock Cullen, who lived to Whn&um. Scotland 
They went to Singapore together, but Jock 
Hart went home with a broken wnst and has- 
nl heard from tom smee. Contacl Jock Han 
23. Bunny Park. Lockwood, HuddOfsheld 
HD4 5NH email james ha/ff efmtaprfd com 
POMEMfL) Andy ( Scouse or Dick ) 
Barton Lett the RN m (990 atter 12 yearr. 
em#grated lo Austmtea, and wants to contact 
Old Tnends, including WEMR lan Hta, HMS 
Glasgow around 1988. also anyone from 
Jupiter. Bristol. Fife and Glasgow Contact 
him at andrewf? tzsensormabe com au 
HMS Hornet 1944-48 Squbs' Cartridge 
seeks news of CPG Lewis 'Tatty Jeffries, 
Jeffreys or any relatives Taffy, last heard ol 
m Gosport area HMS. hod a Twin brother 
who was Padre al RNB, PortsmoiAh m 1963. 
Squibs is not m ihe best of health it anyone 
can help, contact Mick Han. *4. Western 
Aye, Didcol OXH 8DX, tel 01235 519699 
email MtctoM't43Q&net 

HMS Cygnet, Mediterranean Fleet 
1951-S3 Pat Compton-Cook seeks o* J^to 
Tony Cmw Coniact Pal on 01406 422539 or 
write to 11, Branches Lane. Hofbeach. 
Soakknq PE 12 70E 

HMS Mercury 1950-51 Classes Nil, Ihe 
RN s hrst Cooimiinicators and (hen Concert 
Party'. 6t0. Len and Finn Patten stiH enjoy 
good memones and stiH have the tMScurt bar¬ 
rel - tel 023 8073 3576 

HMS Btlvou Ock Spmggs seeks okf 
shtomates 1942-43. Eastern Med ViSJfmq 
UK Sepi, Oct Contact 17, Charles Crescent. 
Kamitton, NZ. tet 00 64076 496285 

William Haines was tn Devonport 
Barracks when WWIi broke out, and served 
m Jaguar opera ling from Immmgham, 
Channel. Dunkirk. Crele. Atlantic. Med etc 
Any shipmates, incbjdtnq Ginger Mifne. Ford. 
Ian Hope, Foster and Mick Boucher, should 
write to I, Tniter Place, fhgtabum. New South 
Wales, 2565. Auslralui 

HMS Dalswmion. HMS Osprey 1956- 
59 Would Norman Slan L Shepherd please 
contact Dtfk Waite on 01472 210024 

HMS Hermes Sieve Gmgc Mullins 
seeks anyone who was *n HMS Hermes 
between 1967-70 and HMS Valent from 
1970-73, He was a baby sicker m Hermes « 
SN1 mess JiftO a kilkck stoker tn Vatotn! 
Contact Steve at stmvti0 co.uk 

HMS Hooke Witt Rook*, e* LREM or 


LOEM at HMS Hooke, July 1978-79 Contact 
Tugg Wilson to bp^sonOcwcofn tv>t or at 
33. Wesrhe*d Ave. Fareham POi4 I DP. tel; 
01329 312951 

HMS Raleigh, Cunningham 49. 1979; 

Seeking ctasa members, medics and stok¬ 
ers. also class instructor POMEM Lyneham 
Contact Steve Kay. 0161 661 0172. emaJ 
$tt*ptto*i&fuiy$r'62 trtwsen t? couk 

HMS A)0i 1943-4$ Bunny Wtatamt 
seeks toree stokers - King. Grundy and 
Cockman, who mode up the whatei crew in 
Piraeus Hailxiur with Bungy and Tug Wfeori 
Contacl Bungy on 01843 5953^ Tug and 
Bungy are already m regular contact. 

Victorious (Carrier) 1956 onward Am 
them any ex-Victorious ship's company 
(especially stokers) interested in lomang an 
association 7 Contact Brum Randall on 023 
9235 7878, emad: blacky 4fcvtcom.not 
David Cross who served in HMS 
Qftigencn m 1955: If anyone knows Ihe 
address or telephone number of ERA4 David 
Cross, who kved m Puota. ptonse contact 
ERA4 Sharky Ward al 01926 659081. or 
write to 36, High St. Kenilworth. Coventry 
CVS 1L? 

HMS Ashanii 7D-71 Eit-lROm Bob 
Boynton would feko to make contact with aH 
ex-Comens rates, especially ’Sharkey Ward. 
Dave Mason. Yeoman Sandy Sandhorn. 
PCfrRS) Morv Tttrtctans. LRO Dave Nicholas 
and others Contact made with Keith Raney 
Contact Bob. 26. Keslon Way, Raunds. 
Northants NN3 6RR, tel 01933 623988. 
ema* caz bob<7nofor»69 fren^we cc uk 
HMS Ark Royal Gary Pritchard seeks 
Craig (Crash) Evans and any other radar 
operator between 1988-89 Craig came from 
Gmsborough m toe north-east Contact Gary 
on 0131 654 0067, wnte to 1, CfrixwoW View. 
Bonnyrigg. Midlothian, EH 19 3FA or email 
gary pntctiard 0 Qvzsta. net 

HM Submarine Andrew: Seeking Chrtj. 
Pidtar. Jock Thompson, Sogopore 1962. 
Dick Sargeant SM7 spare crew, Tom Pine, 
and SamJy Powpfl. front HM Submarine 
Aeneas 1964. tor a posstota get-logeihcr. 
Contact Tom Sawyer, 318. Rt verwle Cterve, 
Oakvtic. Omano, Canada L6K 3N4 

HMS Wakeful 1949-50, HMS Chevron 
1953-54 Rcto Mite^ wcn4d like to hear from 
Old shipmates Write to 23. Swato Rd. Cove. 
Farnbotougb GU14 9NH. M: 01252 663330 
HMS Jamaica Looking for Cokn 
Ctiandtar [mess 29): ho and Bmtn (Charhe) 
Howard were messmates 1954-56 Coniact 
Brian at 110. Barclay Rd, Hoartsoase- 
Nocwich NR7 9QT 


Harry Rowlands Ed Thompson seeks 
Many, ox HMS Consort 1954-55 COmmij- 
skin. Far East Sbition Contact Ed at Tyn-y- 
Mynydd Llanloohelf. Anglesey. North Wales 
LL68 0UE. let 01407 7)0616. email: 
Joseph Thompson!Offimtemetcotn 
HMS Vida? survey ship, alt commissions 
Looking to arrange a reunion and form an 
association tor Vidto crew members Contact 
Dove Parker. 11a. Tetterscol Rd. Rafhnm 
London SW12 OHW, iet4ax 0208 673 5392 
Andrew J.S. Hale Simon Dennis sor^s 
an old cotiege bud, fasl seen ai RNAS 
CuWrose m 96 99, possibly working on one 
of toe earners Coniad Simon on email: 
Sxnon DenoaORaytheoncouk or wnte to 
Raytheon Systems Lid. The Pmnactos, 
Harlow, Essex CM19 5BB 

HMS Fisgard. Artificers clou S59 Los 
Robinson seeks other members of this doss 
Contact LOS Co DPC Pooch Mail, Conoco 
UK Ltd. Park House, 116 Park St, London 
WlY 4NN. email iewobOemirates net.ae 
Martin L, Hedinglon (Redders) served 
m Blake. Hampshiro, Ariadne. Commcen 
Mauritius, Norfolk (Exocet trials crew). 
Coamgwood {sfiip's company) and Excellent 
Served 1967-76. and wishes to contact any 
old oppos via Oman; rv&i&giotoai co.za 
HMS Royal Arthur Class 102. 1945 50 
m class. Contact Ian (Janner) Wicheard on 
01249 714517 

tan 'Scouse’ Boyle. ex-NavaE Ainnan. 
sought by Joe Farrington Last seen m UFA 
Gold Rover Contod a! HMS Nelson on 9380 
24127 or 22083 or 023 92 722083 

HMS Wide mouth Bay 1944-57 61 for¬ 
mer shipmates are tn touch Contact Etob 
(Topsy) Turner. 17, Mdl Way, East Grmstoad. 
West Sussex RH19 4DD. tef: 01342 323801, 
emal regit fudgwKk20 froeserve co uk 
Wiliam Holland, who retomed in 1947 
and seived m HMS Wamor. Indefatigabie 
and Eagle 1948-53 Contact G R Stone. 17. 
Palmgfovo Court, Palmwoods. CXjeonslanq. 
4555 Austral, lei: (07) 5445 0919 

HMS Pelican 1954-55. South Allan lie 
Commission Ctofcng Fred Stonier. Stan 
King. 2nd Port whoetoouse crew Also Reg 
Chambers iCoxn) and Jas Coopbr (Pogh 
pkn any ol the gurwuen; party Contact Bungy 
Williams. 21, Ashurst Rd. Ash Vale. 
Aldershot, Hants, or tel 01252 313071. 

HMS Canges 1933-34. Sparkers or 
Buntings Aftyone remember 9 Mess 
Instructors CH Yeo Dempsiqr and PO Tel 
Herbto (7). Give Ene B Perkins a call cm 
01323 895201 

HMS Cleopatra: Anyone who served in 
me Irigtoe or cruiser inletesled m fOnung the 
association, intruding wives should contact 
CPO Warwick Franklin at the Armed Forces 
Careers Office, Mount Wise, Dcvonporl, 
Plymouth PL I 4JH lei 01752 501787 

HMS Duke of York Where are the Jack 
Doshe-s 1 and ’Scopes’ from Mess 73? Who 
was on board dunnq the Japanese surrender 
=n Tokyo Bay, Seplombef 2. 194& 7 Oenms 
Wright. Lance Parkinson, John Goddard Le* 
Bowton, Smithy, Ed Boflon, Fhatey, Stanley, 
Beftorby, John Denham, Ptumnoge, Tiffn, 
John Rutian, Harold Wtoams. John Tighe. 
Afrm Dennett or anyone else from the Ship, 
contact R Draper on 01928 725175 

HMS Cassandra Association seeks new 
members, espeoaSy from 1959-66 commis¬ 
sions Delate from Bob Shead, 9. Si Albans 
Dnve. Sheffield S10 4DL, M 0114 230 7007 
Cy Petrie: M anyone knows toe where 
abernfs ol Cy Petne (JPJ, last hoard of ai 
Fasianr? in 1999. pteaso contact Loj a! 
mdawsonOnextcentijty.c 0 m.au. or ring 
Australia 02 9670 5854 

HMS Boxer Members Of 3HA Mess from 
May 92 - February 93, especially Tony 
Knowles. Smudger. Vic. Tango, Raquel 
Contact grshamy tfmadj&rftsfr com 

SD36 - BRN€ Apr.! August 1988 U Cdr 
Steve HofTeti recafls an agreement to tiold a 
reunion. Suitable venue and dale to be 
decided but probably South Coast Any 
course members or staff inierested m a 
reunion m Sprmg 2001 shook! contact Lt Cdr 
Stove Honest, cJo Waidroom, HMS Colling- 
wood, Newgate Lone. Fareham, Hanls, or 
email ruvt etunyonitne co.uk 

HMS Tiptoe 1944/46 If fhete are any ol 
Ihe maiden crew around, contact John 
ifrtworth (Blackpool Jock). 48, St Clemente 
Am Fanngton. Leytand. Lancs PR5 2GU 
tel 01772 456107 

HMS Brave Officers, senior rates and 
Ship's company who served in toe Guif War, 
a reunion lor the tenth anniversary is planned 
for Gosport RNA next February. Contact 
Ctms Seager. 023 9264 8628 or email 
chrtyfrrfrose Oovcom. net 


reads: FYewertfed to C Twycross on taavunq 
toe Youth's Tfauvng Estabhshmont. HMS 
ViyhS 24 November 19I3 Contact Ft 
Mnnborft^ on 01253 622679 

Landing Craft Crew Memorial, 
Ouiatreham Does anyone have arty video 
loottiqe dl this day s events, the parade and 
unvoting which took place tn June Costs wilt 
be reimbursed Contact Roy Philips. 33 
Riverside. Haqgersfon CasUc. Berwick-upon- 
Tweed TD15 2 PA. lei; 01289 381293 

HMS Waspurton, 1961 Arjena Evans 
seeks her uncta. Michoo* D Hunt, born 1936 
m Surrey, last known at Centra! Rd, Mordon 
Surrey Ite brother Poler. bom 1939. was 
also m the Navy. The parerns were Matthew 
and Atece Hunt Contact Agona af 60. Avery 
Lane. Gosport P012 4SL, tel: 02392 
583593. emaff evansd^ff ukcnline cxi u* 

Green Beret Found m tho Pavilion, a 
beret complete with brass RM Globe and 
Laurel, whilst attending Veteran’s Week ai 
Weymouth, June 18. Contad Bob Smith. 90 
Marsden Rd Marten Blackpool FY4 3DU. 
tel 01253 697610 

US N#vy maieriafr Tim Sanderson has a 
targe edtoebon ol US Navy commissioning 
books and welcome aboard pamphlets and 
would kko to Swap tot SMTvlar, any Navy 




HMS Ceres (Wclherby) Supply and 
Secretariat Training Ealabltahmem 1946- 

58 A second rouroon is piannod for 2001 All 
interested parties (alt branches*, please con¬ 
tact Richard KmghL 41, Glenlarkl Avi? 
Welherby LS22 6RN. Id 01937 581404 

Z-Class Desiroytrs Association From 
mfo on the 2001 reunion, to purchasing 
association bia/er bodges, ftes. tapel badges 
and car suckers, please send (stamp) lo 
Stove Baker, 19. Guanlock Way. Bndgwater, 
Somerset TA6 7JZ. lei: 01278 4514 tg 

March 2001 

HMS Pfrttoan 1954/55 South Atlantic 
Commission Proposed reunion tor March 
2001 All rates and ranks welcome Contact 
Bungy Williams. 21 Ashurst Rd, Ash Vato, 
Aldershot, Hants, tel: 01252 313071, or 
Graham Dawes. 28. Sprung Lane. Horse 
Path. Oxford, tel 01865 872439 

HMS Protector Association reumon m 
Gosport on March 17 Contact BrM Bartlett on 
01202 480767 for details 

HMS CoUIngwood Associfllion retprnon, 
March 30 to 2 April at (he Trecamu Hotel. 
B abba combe. Contaci Mike Crowe, 7, 
Heath Rd, lake. SanCtown. Isle ol Wight 
PC 36 SPG 

April 2001 

HMS/M Vandal and HMS/M Untamed 

Memonal weekend w»H take place between 
April 20-22 a! Dunoon and Locbmn/a 
Delate from Lt Tony Ford, Squadron Ops 
Officer, tat S"M Sqda Beimore House. 
HMNB Clyde G64 SHt. tef 01436 674321 
ext 7260. Or omad AFQRD442v t x>iCQfn 

May 2001 

HMS Opossum (M3, U33) Association 

reunion ai toe Trecami Hotel Babbacombe. 
from May 18-21. If you served on this AiA 
tngaie at any time contact Harry Cattorson 
on 81642 SSI 770 or e-mail 
opossumt33$ttc2-i net You can hnd more al 
frfrjp- 1 'kmr vpposvmt33 freesene co. uk 

June 2001 

HMS Hunter A asocial ion/80 7 
Squadron FA A j| you served on Humor 
(any commission l, or with 807 Sqdn {1940- 
02). ton the firm reunion in Juno 2001 
Delate of association and reunion from Jack 
Freece. 1. Meiioso Drive, Cannock, Stalls 
WS12 4LU, let 01543 422759 

July 2002 

HMS Cavalier 1970-72 commission A 

reunion to celebrate the 30th anniversary ol 
paying off the ship for the Iasi time we be 
hew over Ihe weekend ol July 6-7. 2002, m 
the Chatham area Contact David Thompson 
on e-mail titty & resting scteammgfwi or lei 
01934 520216 tor inclusion on the making 


DTDS SEAWAVS 


A new ship 
joins the fleet 


Now it’s available for your reunion 


Why not hold your reunion at sea? 
We can offer you an exciting choree 
of routes, catering options and 
entertainment On your two-night 
CruiseBreak, enjoy first-rate service, 
a comfortable en suite cabin, two 
excellent alhyou-can-eat buffet 
breakfasts and a welcome drink. 
Well even take you sightseeing. 

At! this from just £71 for our 
standard package. We can arrange 
a visit to our bridge and engine 
room, at the captain’s discretion. 


It’s your reunion, so you decide how 
you do if . We can provide relaxed 
smorgasbord buffets, cater for 
splendid gala dinners in a private 
room, with wine and liqueurs, and 
tailor a host of other packages to 
suit your needs, party size and 
your pocket. 

For more details contact Sylvia 
Leslie on 01255 243 243, who wilt 
be happy To put together a package 
specially for you- Go back to sea 
with DFDS Seaways, 


Medals found 


MEDALS found in a hush in 
Peterborough are hchcvud to 
belong to a forniL-r Navul man or 
Ins family. 

The medals were found in a 
small, blue suede pouch in the 
Raveiisthorpc area, they include a 
1939-45 Star, a France Star and 
Germany Star, and two Korean 
War medals, one ot which bears 
the name C. Wcstt and the sen ice 
number F/JX0H5H5EL, identifying 
the recipient as a Naval signalfer. 

The medals, which may have 
been stolen before being discard¬ 
ed, are now at Bridge Street police 
station, Peterborough (tci til 733 
563232). 


DFDS 


S3EAWAY5 


Over to You 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and 
addressed to - The Editor. Navy News. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. POl 3HH 
or email: tydit^tMvynews.co.uk. if you are sending your notice in via 
email, please include your full address and telephone number, 

M Reunions appear In date order, and requests to place an entry in a par¬ 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed. 

M Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferabty tour} before 
the month ofthe event, 

• There may be a delay before Hems appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

M Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Hems pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication ol submitted 
notices, 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one 
sequent notice wi 
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Motoring wm> rnmm mimm& 


-- 


T hree years ago Honda created one of the first sports utility vehicles when 
it entered the four-wheel drive market with the CR-V, and now it’s been 
made even better. The result is that it is one of the best-value wagons in 
its sector, priced from just over £17,000. One of the key features is its dual pump, 
Teal time 1 , all-wheel drive transmission system. 

This normally drives only the 
front wheels, hut automatically 
engages to drive the rear ones, 
too, when the going gets slip¬ 
pery or tough off-road - just 
when you don't want to he 
fumbling with extra levers and 
buttons. 

Most of the lime it behaves like 
a normal front-wheel drive car, 
with the smooth performance 
given by a Honda petrol engine, 
and refined, stable, nimble han¬ 
dling, with a comparatively low 
roof-line despite high ground- 
clearance. 

It also enjoys excellent 
fuel economy in this class, 
averaging just 29,1 mpg for 
the manual version - a 
return barely penalised If 
the automatic gearbox is 
opted for, with 28.5mpg on 
the combined cycle for a 
range of nearly 400 miles. 

This is with the new, two-litre 
engine which produces 145bhp, 
nearly 25 per cent up on the previ¬ 
ous power plant, ripe for O-ftOmph 
m about ten seconds and HOmph 
top-speed potential. 

It means that the CR-V is a neat 
mover for a roomy, five-door, five- 
sea ter which has all kinds of prac¬ 
tical features in a high-standard 
specification including antMock 
brakes w ith electronic Brake-forte 
distribution, power steering, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, dual airbags, and air 
conditioning, 

live £ 18,505 ES model tested 
adds alloy wheels, roof rails and 
other details like front-scat arm¬ 
rest. 

It is room) and comfortable, yet 
the 5th50'Si>lit rear scat can fold 
down into the floor for a big. clear 
loadbay, unhindered by the spare 
wheel which mounts low on the 
tailgate, out o! the driver's sight. 


MODEL: Honda CR-V ES. 

PRICE ON ROAD: £18.505, 

ENGINE: Two-litre petrol injection 
producing I45bhp, I34lb/f1 torque 
at 4 P 50GOrpm. 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 

manual change: real-time four- 
wheel drive engages automatically 
when needed. 

PERFORMANCE: 0-62 in 

lO.Ssecs. Top speed HOmph. 

FUEL ECONOMY: Combined 
cycle 29,1 mpg. 

INSURANCE: Group 10. 


• Honda's new CR-V - one of the best-value vehicles in its class. 


Daihatsu’s 

give-away 

DAIHATSU is giving away 
£1,500 worth of extras on 
its one-litre, five-door 
Cuore-pius, with the inclu¬ 
sion of free automatic 
transmission and air con 
ditioning on the UK‘s most 
efficient petrol car. 

The special campaign, 
with the car priced at 
£7,345 on the road, runs 
until the end of September. 


BMW has announced prices 
for the four-wheel-drive X5 
sports activity vehicle which 
goes on sale next month. 

Not cutting any corners, the X5 
4 A l will have an on-the-road price 
of £46*300, the Sport version 
£47,465, 

BMW. which recently sold 
Land Rover to Ford, says the vehi¬ 
cle offers "a level of on-the-road 
responsiveness and handling 
unmatched by its rivals, with high 
levels of safety, security and luxury 
car equipment.” 

This w ill include drive and pas¬ 
senger front, side and head 
airbags* and BMW's techno logi¬ 
cally-advanced tiil I descent con¬ 
trol. 

It adds: “The X5 combines the 
renowned driving dynamics of 
BMW’s sports saloons with the 


capability to handle the majority 
of off-road driving situations that 
most BMW customers will con¬ 
front.” 


IS fc .v**! 

. it ts&i i*» $1473*, it mm m*t * 


Natocars' special new tar discounts 
on a wide range of makes, 

BjjfcSj AX PAID for UK use 
or TAX FREE 
for export, 

offer you 


DISCOVERY 
WINS SIXTH 
AWARD 


THE Land Rover Discovery 
has wort another major award, 
voted the best 4x4 off-roader 
in the Auto Express New Car 
1 lormurs. 

The seven-seater Discovery I S 
4-litre V8 whs pul through its 
paces by a team of experts who 
concluded it was *'thc most confi¬ 
dent. comfortable, smooth ride 
both OH anti off-road.” 

This is the sixth award since the 
new Discovers was launched in 

M m. 


IT’S X-registration time - and 
among the exciting new mod¬ 
els is this racy-looking two-IUre 
Galant Sport from Mitsubishi. 

Exterior styling, with body kit 
and 17in, 12-spoke alloy 
wheels, mirrors the ' + hot” 
Galant VR4, giving all the looks 
without insurance penalties. 

Saloon and estate are avail¬ 
able with manual transmission, 
the £17,295 saloon clocking 0- 
G2mph in 9-7 seconds and 
131mph top speed. 


Special Military Prices 

on T 00's of new cars 

PLUS 


Best rate port exchange 
Low rate finance 
Discount insurance 


and you will enjoy the NATOCARS' 
renowned 'lake care of if all' service 

Can you afford not to buy from 
NATOCARS? Call us NOWi 

Tel: 01278 455555 


PEUGEOT 


NATOCARS { > 

Wylds Rood * lk«Jgwater * Sorwru# IA6 
W 01278 455555 * Fo* 01278 450396 
zo.uk • E -mail: sotoiQnotocats to uk jPW*4 g™ M pouted a&wg 


MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER 
INSURANCE WITH OUR 


NATOCA** 


RANGERS 

MILITARY SALES 


^ Unbeatable deats ' 
for HMFs se/ving m the 
UK anti overseas. > 


For your free infomnation pack on how to purchase a new peugeot 
at special tax free or concession tax paid prices. 


- www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 

or call UK 01980 653434 to order by telephone 
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Helping Hands 


A talent for 
skydiving 


ACCIDENT victims in Hamp¬ 
shire will benefit from £2,44)5 
donated by HMS Dryad, 

The cash, raised by the 
Plotting and Radar instruct¬ 
ors Association, led by WO 
Paul Phillips, and topped up 
bv the establishments own 
charity chest, was given to the 
country branch of BASICS, 
the British Association for 
immediate Care, 30 doctors 
who specialise in treating vic¬ 
tims at the scene of accidents 

PERSONNEL from HMS 
Leeds Castle raised more 
than £f,0Q0 for Kent Air 
Ambulance when they 
cycled 486 miJes from 
their ship in Rosyth to 
Leeds Castle in Kent. 

The riders from the 
patrol ship also collected 
funds tor the Scottish 
Abertour Child Care Trust 
and the children's ward at 
$t Marys Hospital, 
Portsmouth. 

Tlli- WARRANT Officers 
;md Senior Rates mess at 
HMS Collingwood donated 
11 (Ml and a selection of 
indoor and outdoor games 
u> the Peter Pan Club of 
Gosport. which provides a 
Friday evening venue for 
children with learning dis¬ 
abilities to undertake leisure 
and recreational activities. 

RESERVIST Mike Souter 
raised just under £3,500 
for Mencap on a bike ride 
in China - but isn't plan¬ 
ning on repeating the trip. 

Lt Cdr Souter and 
around 100 others cycled 
350 miles in five days, 
from the Great Wall of 
China to Beijing, but he 
said it was hard work. 

"Living and training in 
East Anglia and then 
going to a place tike 
China, which is, generally 
speaking, quite moun¬ 
tainous, made it very test¬ 
ing," said Mike. 

"It was a huge success, 
but very much a one-off. 

HMS KING Alfred returned 
their title as best RNR unit 
in the 12km Chichester 
International March - and 
raised £400 for their adopt¬ 
ed charity, St Dunst art's. 

The nine-strong team 
from ihc Portsmouth unit 
was led by Lt Mark 
Wake ford. 

Lt Cdr Rodney Duggua* 
:he unit's New Entry 
Training Officer, complctcu 
• he 44)km Iron Man course 
•ti a creditable six hours. 

MEMBERS of the RN 
Outdoor Leadership 
Taming Centre raised 
£1.244 on their annual 
chanty bed push, organ- 
sed by LPT Jules 
Werner They travelled 
the :6 miles from Usk 
Inn. Talybont, to Aber¬ 
gavenny town centre in 
around three hours. 


A DOZEN submariners from 
1 IMS Talent showed their skills in 
a different environment - and 
raised £ UMK) for charity. 

CFO Be r hie Burnett chose to 
support the National Association 
for Colitis and Crohn's Disease as 
he had seen a close friend suffer 
since the early 1980s, and decided 
a parachute jump would he of 
interest to his colleagues. 

The initial 36 volunteers mhui 
reduced to 13 who, with help from 
welfare funds of the boat and the 
Second Submarine Suuadron. 
attended the course at the Joint 
Parachute Centre, Ntthcravon, 
Although the prospect of falling 
3300ft from a perfectly service¬ 
able aircraft persuaded Bemic to 
decline the offer of jumping, the 
other 12 came down with differing 
amounts of enthusiasm. 


MEMBERS of Naval Task 
Group 24MX) have been rolling 
their sleeves up to help a chil¬ 
dren's shelter in the Indian city 
of Mumbai, formerly Bombay. 

Sailors from frigate HMS 
Sutherland and destroyer HMS 
Newcastle gave up free time to 
redecorate the Anchorage Street 
Children’s Refuge, which provides 
shelter for many of the city’s street 
children. 

As well as painting the refuge, 
the sailors also presented a cheque 
for £230 to the project's sponsor, 
Duncan Grant. 

This money was raised hv a 
number of sponsored events held 
tm I IMS Sutherland, including a 
chest shave by LS Samuel Scott 

The task group has been work¬ 
ing its way through the Asia Pacific 
region, exercising and hosting 
defence industry events. 

Sutherland is now on her way to 
Australia, New Zealand and a visit 
to i he remote South Pacific out- 
post of Pitcairn Island in company 
with tanker RFA Bay leaf, and will 
not meet up again with the 
remainder of the task group until 
exercises with the Utmcd States 
Navy off Hawaii at the beginning 
of next month. 


THE ANNUAL charity boat pull 
at Devon port has raised more than 
£2*500 for the Devon Air 
Ambulance - and the final total 
could be closer to £3.000. 

The event, hosted by the RN 
Ptovos t HQ. Ply mouth, saw seVC n 
teams of five rowers pull from 
Jupiter Point to the Devon side of 
Sal lash Passage, and the Fire 
Brigade took the honours, 
watched by a crow d of around 300, 


• Farewell to the Beard of Bodmin: MAA Jayne Stroh helps remove the whiskers of PO Colin Smith , 
of Bodmin, on board HMS Cornwall, flagship of Naval Task Group 2000. The shave, on the frigate s 
flight deck. took just seven minutes to remove the 21-year-old beard, but raised £850 for the ship’s 
charity. Colin is now desperately trying to grow the beard back "so that my wife will stay with me and 
my children will recognise me." p**, c imphot) w.,r* 


SHAPE team on strike 


Downs trek 
aids Gurkhas 


NAVAL cricketers in Belgium 
helped raise more than £150 for a 
local children's home. 

Club captain LWTR Matt Hayes 
pLivcd a pivotal role in organising 
the SHAPE (Supreme HQ Allied 
Powers Europe) International 
Cricket Club's annual six-a-side 
tournament. Other RN staff who 
play regularly include £ apt David 
Free man. the Commanding 
Officer, RN Element. SHAPE, Lt 


Cdr Peter Brown and LWTR Bob 
Champion. 

The Holgate Trophy tourna¬ 
ment, organised to introduce inter¬ 
national staff to cricket as well as 
raise money for charity, provided 
10.000 Belgian francs for a boys' 
home in Mons. 

The RN element at SHAPE 
stands just river 51) strong, with 
more than half being senior or 
junior ratings. 


NAVAL establishments in the South-West 
were praised for their contribution to the 
Island Race, a 4,558-mde charity relay round 
the British coast, 

WO Nick Carter of HMS Drake oversaw the 
arrangements for Stage 41. covering the 54 
miles from Salcombe to Looe, which was split 
into five legs and backed by Plymouth Gin, 

Runners from CTC Lympstone started the 
stage, handing the baton on to a team from 
Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, fol¬ 
lowed by RMB Stonehouse, HMS Drake and 
HMS Raleigh. 

The teams of six were predominantly serv¬ 
ing personnel, and there were generally three 
on the road at any one time - although the 
Royals ran as a team, in step, in uniform. 


f RAILWALKERS from 11 MS Cnlhrutwood helped 
boost the Gurkha Welfare Trust by wallong part of the 
South Downs Way. 

f our teams from the Farcbam training oiahlishrmrm 
completed the 100km Trai[walker 2tKMl challenge, from 
Queen Elizabeth Country Park to Brighton racecourse, 
raising £360 for the trust, including entry fees. 

The event, first established by the Gurkhas in I long 
Kong as a military exercise in I98L is now an interna¬ 
tional event for Service and iu>n-military teams, w ith 
mote than 2300 people taking pan worldwide. 

Each Collingwood team of trainees included one 
senior rate, and (hey finished in times ranging from 16h 
3%n to 25h 1m. A Gurkha team was fastest, chicking 
life 33m. 


A NAVAL medical officer who trekked to 
the top of the highest active volcano in 
the world has raised more than £700 for a 
children's charity. 

Surg Lt Claire Wade was in a group of 17 
who flew to Quito in Ecuador in preparation for 
the climb up Cotopaxi. 

Alter a couple of days of sightseeing and 
some introductory treks, the party set oft. 

'The first two days were hard, steep, rainy 
and very, very muddy," Claire said. Thigh- 
deep in mud at points, t wondered quite why I 
was in Ecuador and not in Crete," 

Claires medical skills were called upon 
when altitude sickness and a number of mmor 
illnesses broke out among the trekkers and 
their guides, and she was even required to do 


a bit of emergency dentistry en route. 

The final climb to the 5,897m summit of 
Cotopaxi was gruelling, but three teams of 
three, roped together for safety, were success¬ 
ful - including Claire's, 

Although it took more than six hours to 
climb, the descent was over in around 90 min¬ 
utes, and the party then had two days to relax. 

The trek is expected to feature m the next 
series of Wish You Were Here?, to be televised 
from December. 

The money raised by Claire will go towards 
the Starlight Foundation, which grants particu¬ 
lar wishes for seriously ill children, such as a 
flying lesson. The foundation is also involved 
in hospital projects, including multi-sensory 
rooms and Starlight fun centres. 


• Top fee ting: Surg Lt Claire Wade. well-wrapped against the 
biting cold, stands on the volcano Cotopaxi in Ecuador. 


1 year’s Subscription The featured ship for September is 

ONLY £10.50 HMS Anglesey 

£12.50 Surface Mail Abroad A Fishery Patrol Ship 

To receive a postcard size picture of her and of the next eleven featured ships, |HF 

simply send your order with your cheque/PO to the address below. Each month 
you will receive a glossy photograph helping you to build a comprehensive and 

interesting collection. ^i*^**-. 

Pictures can also be purchased individually at a cost of 65p each {min. order £1.95} incl. p&p, 
Over 500 black and white photographs to choose from. Send for free list. 


Orders To The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 


Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 


In Brief 
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Accommodation 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


Atl booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A* members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area, 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square. Devonport. Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

The Hotel Wris it gilt after World War 2 
Its purpose* is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN r RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives, 
*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 
# Haif a mile from the shops and station. 

*AH rooms err -suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
•l ift to all floors "Residents bar ‘Children and Reis welcome 
'Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
"We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group hooking discounts available 
For more Information Teh 01305 784108 or Fax: 01303 770575 


tt*¥T M M 


The Vienna Group 

Vancouver Studios 

in the heart of London, you will find Vancouver Studios, a 
traditional grade II listed building with a difference! 
i^idi of the 45 studios have been equipped to offer the 
convenience of a hotel, along with the privacy of an apartment, 
and offer guests the following: 

* Folly equipped mini-kitchen * Luxury shower 
* Colour television * Hairdryer * Direct dial telephone 
* Self service laundry and dry cleaning 
• 14 hour reception * Daily maid service * Security entry system 

Vancouver offers a high standard tf accommodation at affordable rates 
combining the convenience of a hotel with the privacy of m apartment. 

Large Single Studio for I £72 Standard Studio for 2 £90 
Large Studio for 2 £105 Studio For 3 £123 
10% discount off the above rates for Navy News readers 

Call Vienna's Central Reservations team on 
Tel: 020 7221 1400 Fax: 020 7229 3917 or 
Email: holds#vientja-gruup.co.uk or website: www.vicnna-group.eo.uk 


ADVERTISING RATES 

jeircl VATj as effectrye from t*r Apm £000 

DISPLAY 


Full Page. 

£2,180 

Half Page. 

.£1,204 

Quarter Page. 

£680 

S.c.c. 

£13.50 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage. 

... 90p per word 

Trade minimum. 

.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum . 

.IQwds. 

Box number. 

.£3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on . 

page8 

Discounts, Colour Rates, 

Technical Details available on request. 

Tel: 023 927 
for a full Medi 

25002 
a Pack 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-cate mg flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fndge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Idea! lor a visit by family or girl friend 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge f WEEKLY JULY 8 AUGUST LB0 

per 1 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS .£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season}........HO 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who arttsowle ■ tale arrival should uilonti the before Tptn 

Chicken 1 2 years or under - HALF PRJCE A steepng n the same room as adUts. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURflMG MAY * OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS. 70 FESTfNG GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023-9273 3581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in ail rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 



Sandringham Hotel 

7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. POS 3LR 

RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (023) 9282 6969 / 9282 2914 
FAX No, (023) 9202 2330 

44 Bedrooms ail en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 
£25,00 B+B single or £35,00 sharing for Naval Personnel. 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
Meal-stops + All Inclusive 
packages available s& 


RAC 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 

(Oppcmit ihe IHniinklsl 

TEL: 023 9287 5566 

Spreiid m/n far atl \trrkt prrumnet and 
l atmtj O5-00p p in full riauitw (fe>nNf or 
fwin^brttdfd 

* 4 frown urafnml 

* ( ril,,kir IN. teafooffa fucUilk^ 

* Ctmo riHjm, - full %i/t v(ii**Vrr tablr 

* Idtilh tltuKrd ntir *11 local ittwlkim 
ami iK nightlife. 


Plymouth Hoe 

Smalt friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront, 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee. C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky TV Lounge, 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £15 p.p. 

Tel: 01752 660675 

(iurif Hoax* 

SO f*utr St, West Nor. Phmmth FU MT 


IOKLsnhhti 

LADY I 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HHS Victory/Nary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep, 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singfes/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour TV, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 023 9287 0505 > 


Osmond Quest 'Mouse 

42 Tie r Street, ‘HhtPfoe 

*• 01752 229705 

Bed itmi Breildut from £I6~£2U,G0 
Seafront, Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed, All rooms 
CTV, Tba/ColTcc rmkmji, 

Some hn-^uite. Parkin? 


ROSALAND HOTEL 
pb PLYMOUTH > r H 

Small, friendly hotel, 
convenient for dockyard. 
0 course breakfast. BAR and 
Evening Meals available 
Single* - Cl a.00 Double* - £40.00 
33 Houndlteemb* Hd. PL4 0HQ 

TEL: 01752 664749 


ST. MALO Guest House 

19 Garden Cresoeni. WBJt Hoe, 

Plymouth 01752 262961 

S&j»SWJ lit 0^0 Focx C4 Ptytyio^fV Hoe. werioofcrsg 
*W fcras co«m. Ste $* W«J0 0 i 
iwi gtm rx*s* dtemg acoommodwon 

fi s tsiaxec*«mvanrwra At toom hev» own 
(hewer, CTV. aam fad®*, tavcoAw 
Bed & Breakfast from £l4pp. 

v tot to otang to § mn *mnf UeranMant 


rtounjA 

luxuriously appointed vife on exclusive 
(evidential egote, Private heated pod, 
My air-condiHoned throughout. 5 minutes 
from Disney. Mony recomnsendahons 

Tel 0T743 343725 

Or see our Web Site at - 

www,bee chesdesign.co.uk 


E.T.U. ♦♦♦ 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 



•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS 
•H/C. TEA/COFFEE, •CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS’ I 
•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS ■ COTS', '1STH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 
33, RESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. P04 ONG 

^‘Phone: 02392 731001 Fax: 02392 780995 


GIADTERWN 


The Place to stay »» 


twin-double rm 


the CanMiroy Bell 

Guest House + Holiday Flats 

J Ont nigfcs* - ifcmc month stays 
J Special Weekly Kate* for ktefcr 
J Fblkl> *ilh Liubcns, 1 bod flats jivjukbk 
J 2 rrumiiCN from SeafitmL Off tin.*! IViAm^ 
J ALL SIMILE ROOMS £15 p.n. 

J ALL DOUBLE ROOMS £25 p,n. 

St Simons Rd, Southsea 

- 023 9229 3136 - 


Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01383 411728 


if- TORQUAY if 

Southbank Hotel 

* Licensed Bar ETB * ♦ ♦ 

* Close to seafront +■ shops 

* Family rooms available 

* H/C, TeafCotlee, TV, All Rooms 
Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 

Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 296701 
Fax: 01803 292026 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUE ST HO USE 

33 Granada Road, P04 0RD 
Happy Seaside (iuest House, 

Hnfte, xpjKii'Kix riMwiiv, private cxr p^ri. 
llfjfiv c^AgI K<rjLf4>i. pfteked hiixhtx 

availahlc on rtgucid. fn*n beach, jnitn. 

joJ n>4jtur*ntx Itfciimi, HiOcmc OoclcyanL 
t'ontutctsuJ Fcm JSxi jih) Shnpfxnf Ccncirv 

IVf look forward to welcoming you. 

Annabtelk) & Lyndon RICHARDS 

(Oa3) 9273 1043 


?T» per foil 

A M iiom. 

AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 

* LoCkycr St, PL1 2QO * 
Telephone: (01752} 227311 

Eloganl Victoria ri Building with 22 
Bedrooms * S Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV, Radio, Tea/Cotlee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodalion 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
U. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Rat'd) 

‘A Persons! Sornco' C&r>tortabk* Hot&T 


mf ROYAL SAILORS 



HOME CLUB 

Stcfmioc Ca fitment amd fyimci 
&4e 'Hawy and /Quyaf 


i 


7HasuHe& 


Accommodation * Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant 

AH at attractive poces. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 
Hands to dance and skylark to five music 
f ^4 most weekends 

Family membership now available 

/ Royal Sailors 1 Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HS 

k TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496 

NL ^ email: sailars@homeclub,fsnet,eo,uk 

/ A web site: www,homeclyb.fsnetco.uk 

W“— 


■\ 


v nuniA vjuvo - m/mc vuraruivio - numb in i f 


The Victory Services Club 


/ 1 


Plymouth 

Haddington House 

Self-catering hididay ajwnmcm^ 
Furnished lo u high >tandani 
o|Kn alt year with parking 

ViMt our websile 

uuM.ahudd.eo.iik 

for a brochure can 01752 767730 



Navy News 
Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News cannot 
accept responsibility for the accuracy 
of any advertisement or foe any loses 
suffered by any readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly recommended 
to make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, legal 
and financial a<lvice before sending 
any money or entering into any 
legally binding ogreement. 


The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

m Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information O'" reservations ant tact us at: 
hM7 l ) SHYMOUR STREET. LONDON \V2 2HF 
Tel-020 7723 4474 Fax-020 7402 94% 
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Miscellaneous 






LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & NONIATURL 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WfUTE OR PHONE ftfJf QlOTlTUtS 

RAYMOND D, HOLDICH 

I rnfalgar Square t nil^ tors Centre 
7 Whiltnmh Street 
London WC2H 711A 

TEL m 7930 im FAX 020 7930 1152 
v mail: rdhmedats @aoLc0m 
wm wjdhmedal5.com 


Teddy Bears 

BYMAIL ORDER 
Remind Your Loved One You 
Are Thinkin g Of Them 
- FREE GIFT WRAPPING - 
3TEIFF, DEANS & GUND 
Dorothy Rose 

12 Bemlsters Lone. Gosport, 
Hants P012 1H© 

023 9250 4535 ©. 


A CP H OM TITLED "SfitTlSM MtUTAfTY 
BADGES'* CONTAINING OVCO 2. JOG 
ILLUSTRATIONS Rl NOW AVAILABLE 
f WlCED AT V3fr 99 
ziH pn c#s /f*ciu<J*> PSP 

t L D m r — wiK f prw*. QVhemJmc*. OL2&U 

Tel/Fax: 01706 ©46646 

www.itogotewirobodfte ,c o.uk 
6-mall:- robro><F| ineorie.na( 


Him ticUSCL OF 

laded 

PHOTOGRAPHS^#^ 
Repaired. MB mik 

(colored Vfi|o' 

(iihikC V 

Jld or modern 

nriniv Colour, >cpia W E 
or black and white. E I 

PKAUALl'KtSS 44- 
■ow Mill Cull a m e. Grass in e km 
BI12.1 MIX lei: 01756 - ISlOOi. 

PF-c^’i.tr Cali F«i Brochuiu 


4" MODEL OF HALS VICTORY 

m walnut. black/vd kw fully tigged 
i full vail i 3 years to build £1,800. 
0116 2600 516 


Joys Roses & Flowers s 

For all occasions 

Jf? Births. Anniversaries, Congratulations l Uvr You 
Daily deliveries to UK & NT. Mon-Sat. 

12 Roses — Any colour + Gys,... £13.8: 

24 Rose.v — Any colour + Gvs... £18.fit 

Specials — 50 Blooms Mixed Flowers ..£22,51 

Specials ~ 30 Blooms Mixed Flowers.. £17,51 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS 

From own original paintings 


Over 400 available 
Prim laminailtd with canvas texture trim 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8*x 16 * for €35 plus PStP 
For list please send SAE to; 
SEART, 5 THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS POlZ 3TD 


the F^wterm tt“ 

FORMERLY CQRIV0 PRODUCTS f 

High quality pewter tankards, l 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and N= 
much more. Engraved with L 

Ship's Crests, Badges and \ 

Logo’s to your own designs, 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 LeedmJU Road, SheftiekJ Si 3JA 
Tel: 0114 272 5«76 F«: 0114 272 0651 


Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£25.60 + £1.40 UK Postage, 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36} 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C,H,MONDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1$E 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 014S3 756627 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


--T n i - 

LaserCunic 


The 


A LARGE SELECTION OE ROYAL NAVAL 

and Maritime titles 

For more details - 


‘J3 cy s te n Ts* 


o o ks 


°P 


61 The Amnit, Southampton 023 8023 1633 


The Victory Shop 

No.9 Store, Main Road, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth, P01 3PY 
Tel: 02329 826B82 Fax: 02329 821881 
E-Mail: chris(§bosunsboDks.com www.basunsboQks.eom 


■*- rf&faif £ • dr^/5 JON££ , I *5 *5 

AcHtrrH*Pus/., tiv&rpoof aj oct 


The Perfect Gift for .lur Occasion 


U-NEED-US at 

FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 

NOVEL TIES. PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, DECORATIONS . 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, SALLOONS, PAPER PLATES, ETC 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 023 9202 3013, Fax 023 0273 6943 
B.F.P.G orders welcome • Free catalogue available. 

Established In Portsmouth over 75 Yean ego 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 


55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

rix rm: xavai. spimreKoixu no: buoy^sally free and easy"> 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

"fUU OF RIPE AS & mOMC HUMOUR, SOSTAlXltAAM) M/m.VT-'Nnvv Nm\ 
Trice l ine, p.&pX DL50 per c*«*tte(UK only). Lkrwhm £9,50 per cassette 
I All mwv® payments in Skrliitj; by 1M(> or cheque drawn no a HHlKh hank, please! 
Orders and enquiries In CYRIL TAVVNKY, 

10 SIVKLL PLACE, HEAYITRKK, EXETER- EX2 SET- 


Tattoo Removal 
Specialist 


LATEST TECHNOLOGY - NO SURGERY 
ALL COLOURS TREATED 


Safe and effective — Free consultation 
25 years Dermatology experience 
Registered with Local Health Authority 

- Freephone 0800 227777 - 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


Mmialurr ami fulFGml timbK, Supplied 
Hful tuiiunlrd in iirditun n») owd^k, 

* Wire Ma/er b*d^r* * Mcv» kil hade?* 

* DkpLty medal ribbon, tnrtunlinK 

haps ribbon ban, rlc, 


Send for ci un fire henvii e c*t»lofn*r In (be 
Medal SpnHalKB 1 Up 'I jin jj ippm iatrtii. 

MINI ATI RK ME DAKS (NN) 
1*0 BOX 4 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LE10 3ZT 

Telephone: 1014551 239262 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
I. H£TJJ rotut UMW1TJJ. OCEtY, wtcirot 
TEL 0117 S32796 7 PAX; 9328542 


'SHIPMODELS' 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone. 

Mr Ian Rus car, 29 f'agic Strert, 
Hattie?, Stoke ant Trent. Staffordshire, 
v ST! Jf’I) TeL So, OI7&2 2394X5. d 


DKMS COM0IYED OPS HES AND BADGES 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL3HEILDS 
Direct from the Manufacturer 
Handmade to order 


m/ wm nm 

QtlAUIY HAND SIAVN 
l NATIONAL FLAGS A ENSIGNS, 
ECONOMY 5FT X 3FT FLAGS 
n.99»rii 

TABLE FLAGS ft BUNTING 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CAK05 ACCEPTED 
KI. PF t£S KNTE RTAINMENTS 
271 High Street, Orpington. 

Kent BR6 Q%\\ 

Td: 01AK9 F*\: 01689 817MX 

^ ww.dpecs-enterUiinmrnLn.cu.uk 


A photograph, of 
^ yourself in utufonn 
yuur (jib J or of your ^hip can 
(far* (t he tnuMfocmed into 

j heatiiiful oil painting. 


Full IVuilv: ISA* VViLWiXe Grrnc RnaJ. 
Wesioft-Stiper-Mm 
SotnerxL 8S2> -H I. 


Uuulr NN fnc ID^c iHNrwinl. 


6m n 7*n 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East 
Send s.a*e, for your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B6I SLA 


The Grift Shop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL. NAVAI. COUJSGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE. t 7.95 

BOSUNS CALL Brass ft Copper with chain , only £ $.9S 

CUFF UNKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC.....____ pair £ 7.95 

POLO SHIRT: HN Badge S.M.LXL.£ 15.95 Sub Mariners gilt brooch.£ 9,00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign. Royal Navy, Union Jack__ ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others...,., __ £ 1.70 

TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN.E 8.50. FAA, Submarines and others£ 10.50 

Prices tndude PS P, Cheque* pavabie to 'Britormta Fund BRWC'. Send SAE for more OettHed hit. 

THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 0HJ. 

- TEL 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) ■££■ 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

\\ ide miige of quality garments, 

L m minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied, 

Fm mhemirn pmf So animate* ckeryt, 
EmbrtHdrrrd fohi from fatiQw. Sveett £$.&0ea, 
iSjQthe. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane, Birkmshaw, Brad lord 
nmi 2JX 

Tel: 01274 888103 Fax: 01274 552524 
www.bamnamoon.couk 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Btirtf SAdp«-M shp$ _ DO.V0 

WTvre GMjnttotx .. £2000 

Standard Ovmes . 0500 

Brass fnsarts .. EttOO 

mvite ColrpoGtorts. C3.50 

UavytBtKk Butts 6 r A-B. .. . 0-00 

Any Association W*v Bonn Badge ,.,0,50 

IU/A Nora/ Otmon Tm .fl&SS 

RN Bow r*as.£8 55 

Black CAp-Oti 7k*., ... f J.SO 

RN Buttons. Large El.60, Smt« .... El.SQ 

Pace Sticks . £5000 

WJLN.S Srjrfe Tncom Hots .£22.00 

fjTlj5r0itf?ftJd G,VmNif5 

Wkiter Btousom. BtacklNoey 

RfiAJRMtFAAIFAA Assn . £2000 

navy hhsc V-oecA Jbmpen : 

RNA/RMIFAA/FAA Assn . H2.00 

White Ptlot Sturts* 

RNAtRMfftNPSMFAAJFAA Assn.H 1.75 

Sweelihxts «s *y. Gny. FAA/FAA Assn £1450 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blaster 
Badges. Cuff-Link*. Buttons, 
Mcdais. Cap Badges. Militaria, 
L2.tK] for list. Caimcims (Dcp. NN>. 
31, Belle Vue St., Filey. N Yorks 
YOI4 9HU. 

wu vi .cj irnxsun. freeservfceo.uk 


— Any colour + Gys, .... .... .. £13.85 Inc. 

— Any colour *fr Gys,.... £18.50 fi 

— 50 Blooms Mixed Flowers. ...£22.50 Ii 

— 30 Blooms Mixed Flowers ,..,_ 

All C/C Accepted & Cheques To: 

Joys Roses & Flowers. Flamingo. St. Sampsons. Guernsey'. CJ. GY2 4WB 
TcL 0148I - 246708 Fax: 01481 - 243406 


. £13.85 

Inc. 

.£18.50 

Inc, 

... £22.50 

Inc. 

.£17,50 

Inc, 

f. C.I.GY2 

4WB 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And tots more, all from one supplier 

*4g *rfworii f S f hA^ up ca*& O A or goodi 


BFPO tan-tr»* mfyicb- 
Send foe Oar new price tkt: 
fleyrvofd Sport* 

51/52. Hiflh Street Uncotn, LN5 WP 
Tel: 01522 518333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

©y Mail Order 
SHfPS/SOUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Service* end cuslortMTtadfl tor Ctues. 
Bands. Ctwi. etc 
eiaiw rnmoris. medals, nbhon* s 
sundries 

Ptease send SAB for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (0B> NN 
Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Coleforti, Glos. GLlfi 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 332200 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Ctimmertwmls - Silk £25. Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, Sweatstiirts, Polo Shirts 
and Baseball Caps All made lo order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 W;iil Road. Gwmcar. 
Haylc. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
pefhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright. 
Feldemore. Bacton, Stow market 
Suffolk, I PI 4 4LF 
01449 781741 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (nj 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 020 8325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


GREEN BURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 


7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£26.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
badges WERE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLU8. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE lor quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE, TEL/FAX, (01273) 416136 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Elftiud Street. StdcnuKir. Broot*grove. Worn B61 MX 
TcL UJI527) #j5375 « ¥s\: (01527) 57679S 

Spciriiilisi.s in Ribbons Full Si/e &. Miniature MedaK and 
Medal Mnuuling eilher fur wear or display. 

Semi SAB or vail fur oo i Dpce h cn^ivc price IiM of 
_ Full Si/c & Miniature Medals. 

< mb iMtt wdm KUfird H 0<w v* (u 

_ J UK niMinm p*rw aU 17Jf VAT 
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# Happy landings: WO John Ranter paragtides down after another successful flight , 


Air base fitness centre opened 


A NEW fitness centre has 
been opened at RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovlfton. 

The Henderson Centre 
includes the existing gym, 
and now takes in a large car- 
dio-vascular suite with views 
to a new sports hall, and a 
dual-role swimming pool, for 


recreational swimming as 
well as allowing the Survival 
Equipment section to prac¬ 
tice their aircraft safety drills. 
There are also three glass- 
backed squash courts, two 
outdoor tennis courts, a 
large outdoor hard court area 
and a rest and relaxation 
room. 


The facility was opened by 
Flag Officer Maritime 
Aviation, Rear Admiral Ian 
Henderson, 

Attention now turns to 
additional projects, including 
a state-of-the-art climbing 
wall, boxing gym. sauna and 
solarium, making YeoviJton a 
premier Navy sports centre. 


THREE Naval players helped the 
Combined Services polo team to 
victory in the United Services ('up 
at the Guards Polo Club in 
Windsor, 

Ixd by Cdr Richard Mason, and 
including Lt Cdr Adrian Aplin and 
U Nick Cooke-Priest, the Serv ices 
already had the trophy in the bag 
before they Ux»k to the field for 
their final match of three, against 
the visiting Abu Dhabi side, 

l.t Cooke-Priest, who has only 
been playing for three years, 
opened the scoring with a beauti¬ 
ful backhander, and notched a sec¬ 
ond in the third chukka as the 
Services team won 5-1. 


A NAVY team took part in some 
mountain mayhem - and managed 
a verv creditable 55th place out of 
207. ' 


YES, 1 would like to subscribe to Navy News 

(please refer ki the (able opposite for price): 

Send the completed form and payment Id: 

Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy' News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire, 1*01 3HH, England 
Telephone +44 02392 826040 <24hr) 

VOI H DETAILS: 


TICK 


•Overseas Surface Mail including Republic or Ireland. 
Europe, Canada, USA &. Australia* 

( Airmail raltiv available on request! 

I enclose a Chequc/Posia] Order/lnicmaiional 
Money Order made payable to 'Navy News* For: 


Name: 


Address: 


[X J {£ Sterling) 

or pay by ViNa/Mastcreartl/Delta/Switcb using the 
coupon on page 4. 

Credit Cards orders not be accepted 
under £5,00 

Due to administration casts and the 2 dr 3year 
"special offer \ a refund cannot he Riven should 
you w r irA to cancel this subscription. 

This is a new subscription 

Renewed subscription 

Start my subscription from month: 


Postcode:. 


Country 
Tet No:. 


favy News 


www.navynews*co.uk 


Trenchant 
signs off 
with final 
victory 


THE RUGBY team from 
11MS Trcnchatii piiiyed m<*re 
games on the road to the mini- 
ships rugby final than any 
other team m the competition 
- and pul the match practice to 
good use by taking the trophy. 

And it was a Tit ting swansong 
for a tea in which has been togeth¬ 
er for a numher of vears; the sub¬ 
marine is now entering a refuelling 
programme in Dcvonpori and 
drafting has split up the settled 
side. 

Having beaten HM ships 
Herald* Torbay, Cottesmore and 
Spartan in earlier rounds. 
Trenchant set off at a canter in the 
final against HMS Brocklcsby. 

Jan Davey scored in the first few 
minutes, and be was billowed by 
Nick Robinson the first of two 
tries - Andy Wheeler and Daisy 
Adams. 

Although Brocklesby battled 
hard and shared the honours in 
the scrum. Trenchant dominated 
other facets of play and got to half¬ 
time 24-0 to the good. 

lacing the wind in the second 
half made little difference to the 
submariners, and with the line-out 
sewn up and excel lent ball-reten¬ 
tion in the tackle, they piled on 
more points through Davey, 
George Adamson and Martyn 
Williams, ending 50-0 victors. 


Mountain 

mayhem 


Navy trio 
bag trophy 


Competing in the Sport male 
category of the Red Bull 
Mountain Mayhem 24-hour 
mountain hike race, the Royal 
Navy (CFM Portsmouth) team of 
four - CPOMlIAs Graham Hush, 
Russ Forsdiek. Mick Hawkes and 
Duncan Miicphcrson, assisted by 
CP0MEA Chris Mullan, managed 
to complete the gruelling event 
without mishap. 

The event attracted 350 teams 
from home and abroad, including 
the RAF and Army, 


On the spots 


LOAD Of Money showed their 
value in the HMS Sultan tenpin 
bow ling series, winning all nine fix¬ 
tures over nine weeks to take both 
the overall title and the cumulative 
score trophy, 

A total of 60 personnel from the 
mechanical and air engineering 
training establishment in Gosport 
look part in the competition, but 
none could keep up with Load of 
Money, whose six members 
docked up 6.743 points. 

Hie highest team score for one 
game was 838, 


A SPECIAL entrant w as welcomed to the list of 
competitors in this years Hi ruble Munnings memor¬ 
ial triathlon. 

Held in memory' of POPTJohn *Bimblc' Munnings, who 
died of cancer in 1987, the triathlon this year featured 
John s sister Diane * much to the delight of her parents 
Daphne and Derek - and Diane said she intends to return 
next year with John's son David, 

The event, formerly held at HMS Mercury but now at 
I IMS Dryad, was organised by LPT Scan ('ole. and saw a 
total of 69 entries from civilians and establishments around 
the country. 

Covering a 4(H)m swim, a 12-mlle cycle ride and 
a three-mile run, the top male novice in the 
triathlon was Mr Dowse, who completed the 
course in the Hampshire countryside in a time of 
1 hr 13min 59sec t while PO Gannon was the first 
female novice to finish, finishing In 1 hr 21 min 46 
sec. 


The male open event was won by Musn Sykes in 1 hr 
Nmin 6sec and the female open was won by Mrs Masson in 
t hr 19min 21 see. 

The first team of three men to cross the line was Fleet 
Diving Unit 1, and the best female team was I IMS Sultan. 

Although a dale is yet to be confirmed for next year* fur¬ 
ther details of the event are available from the IT Office at 
1 IMS Dryad on 93835 ext 45% or 4403. or BT phone fill 
9228 4596 or 023 92284403. 


Sceptre takes the 
football silverware 


WARRANT Officer John 
Punier gave the professionals a 
hit of a shock when he took the 
lead in the Great Britain 
paragliding championships. 

Afler three days of seven John, 
of CTCRM, was leading the com¬ 
petition, which included many pro¬ 
fessional and sponsored pilots. 

As the only member of the 
Forces to qualify for a place, his 
performance was even more 
impressive - hut then reality set in. 

On day four, a canopy deflation 
close to the ground meant he bad 
to deploy his reserve parachute in 
order to land safely. 

He continued to fly for the final 
three days and salvaged a final 
placing of 17th, the highest ever 
achieved hy any 5etvices pilot. 

John said: “My aim for the week 
was to secure an invite to next 


year's competition by achieving a 
top 25 place. 

T was shocked to be in the lead 
on day three, and even more sur¬ 
prised to be throwing my reserve 
on day four." 

John has been approached hy 
three potential sponsors for 2001 
and wit! decide who to sign up with 
later in the year. 

A week later John was compet¬ 
ing in the inier-Service paragliding 
championships in Wales, with 60 
entrants from the Services - ten 
from the Royal Navy - and several 
civilian guests taking part in three 
classes. 

Despite mediocre weather* fly¬ 
ing tasks were achieved on four of 
the five day's, and John made it 
three open-class successes out of 
three when he retained his title 
again. 


THE TEAM from HMS 
Sceptre gained revenge 
when they beat HMS 
Cattistock In the mini 
ships football cup final, 

Cattistock knocked 
Sceptre, the holders, out of 
last year's competition, and 
went on to lose in the final. 

But the submariners 
quickly dented Catt is lock's 
confidence by nearly scor¬ 
ing after ten seconds - and 
within 20 minutes they were 
3-0 ahead with goals from 
Garrard, Mansell and Kelly. 

Gerrard’s second, when 
he rounded the keeper just 
before the break, effectively 
killed off the game. 


In the second half the 
Sceptre team again played 
some good football, and a 
20-yard cross-shot by Kelly 
made it 5-0, while the move 
of the match saw Keyes and 
Ward link nicely to set up 
Haddy to slot the ball home 
from 16 yards, 

Cattistock went close 
twice in the closing minutes, 
but ft was too late by then. 

With Sceptre nearing the 
end of a three-and-a-half 
year refit in Rosyth, her team 
will next year enter the midi 
ships competition - perhaps 
leaving the way for 
Cattistock to make it third 
time lucky. 


mm 

he 

OST.T 

REGION 

YEARS 

RATE 

UK 

One 

£17.<X) 

UK 

Two 

£31.00 

UK 

Three 

£46.(X) 

Overseas* 

One 

£20.50 

Overseas* 

Two 

£36.00 

Overseas* 

'Three 

£52.00 
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Owzat! - for 
building on 
ethnic links 


A ROYAL Navy cricket team* 
including the Second Sea 
Lord, Vice Admiral Peter 
Spencer, played cricket against 
a Leicester club as part of a 
drive to recruit Royal Marines 
from among the city's African 
C a ri bh ea 11 p< >pula t km . 

The tournament with Highfield 
Rangers also included an Army 
side in a three-way, 20-overs 
event which saw both the Army 
and the Navy beaten by the local 
team - although the Navy were 
victors in their match against the 
Army* 

A casualty of the encounter at 
the Rangers' ground at 
Glen eagles Drive* was Admiral 
Spencer who, diving to take a 
catch at mid-on, broke two fin¬ 
gers of his right hand. 

The event built on links the 
Navy and Royal Marines forged 
at Leicester's Caribbean Carnival 
last year. 

Jackpot winner 

SPQRTS Lottery jackpot wanner 
WWTR Sarah Hollis hopes to use 
her £3,000 winnings 10 get a better 
car or have a realty gtxid holiday. 
Sarah has only been a member of 
the RN and RM Spirts Lottery 
since last November. 

Club sponsored 

THE ROYAL Navy has been 
sponsoring the City of Norwich 
Athletics Club this season* ensur¬ 
ing high visibility for the RN and 
RM on club banners. 


THE INAUGURAL women s out¬ 
door netball open championship 
proved its worth as it coincided with a 
glorious burst of hoi weather - though 
the heat made it tough on the players. 
The competition attracted teams from 
eight establishments, including RAF 
Odihum, and was organised by POWPT 
Caron Fincher at HMS Dryad, just north 
of Portsmouth - one of the few- venues 
which could host such an event* 

With the netball season proper already over* 
the championship was conceived as an ideal 
opportunity for old hands to practise and for 
fresh talcni to he spotted in gotxl time for next 
season. 

The first phase of the tournament sau r the 
eight teams split into two leagues* with the top 
two from each group playing semi-finals for a 
place in the final. 

HMS Nelson met HMS Sultan in the 
fiercely-contested decider, and the 
teams remained neck-and-neek 
throughout the game* 

The lead changed hands several times* each 
team failing to build on their slender advantage, 
but I IMS Nelson managed to edge ahead at the 
vital moment, and were leading 12-11 at the 
final whistle. 

It completed a very successful year in 
women’s spon for the Portsmouth establish¬ 
ment. 

Organisers now hope that the tournament 
will become an annual fixture at HMS Dryad. 

The success of this year's event has already 
generated plenty of interest, with enquiries 
from Army and RAF establishments for next 
year* as well as other Navy groups. 


• A fair wind: Navy yachtsman Richard Shingfeton-Smith 
leads his RAF opponent in the Bosun championship. 


Battle of the Bosuns 


STRONG winds brought an 
extra edge of excitement to 
the Bosun national champi¬ 
onship* hosted by RN air 
station Culdrose sailing 
centre at Falmouth, 

The event which attract¬ 
ed entries from ail three 
Services* the Civil Service 
and civilians, was delayed 
by Force 7 winds* but when 


racing got under way the 
conditions made for thrilling 
contests* 

The title was won on the 
last race* a classic tacking 
duel* by defending champi¬ 
on Fit Lt Keith McQuillan of 
the RAF* who edged out CC 
Richard Shingleton-Smith of 
the Navy by two boat 
lengths. 


• Eyes on the bait: The centres of Sultan (purpfe bib) 
and Nelson tussle in the tournament final * 

Future LW(PHOT) Amanda Reynolds (SFPU) 


THE RN Divers golf champi¬ 
onships hit new heights with a 
record entry of 111) for this 
year's event over 3b holes at 
Southwick Park* 

After a sluggish start, PO(D) 
Jess Owen broke away to retain the 
top prize w-ith a score of 154 over 
two rounds* 

The strongest challenge came 
from ex-WQ(D) John Dadd who 
scored 163 for second place. 

Fullerton Sherwood overall 
Sublcford champion with fil 
points was Diver KShaun Colt man. 
and the First Division Stablcford 
winner was cx-CPO(D) Pal 
Patiinson (74pis) and runner-up 
was PO(D) Jimmy Lynch (7Ipis)* 

Other major prizes went to 
CPO(D) Cliff Richardson 
(Carleton Technologies Second 
Division winner - runner-up was 
LS(D) John Ansell)* $, Slaves 
(Divers' Guest champion) and the 
Crookhom Steele rs took the 
Solent Divers team trophy. 

PO(D) Owen also won the Cliff 
I lares Aggregate Pair 3s* ex-Lt Cdr 
Dave Bartlett won the Projcx 
Veterans trophy* E, Pattinson and 
S. Cdlttnan took the Mick Fellows 
Pairs Shield, and L${D) Dixy 
Dixon won the Charity 11 ole 
Nearest the Pin gallon of whisky. 


• Top man: PO(D) Jess Owen receives the Divers Trophy from the 
Superintendent of Diving, Cdr David Hilton, 

Among the organisers were ex- Island more than a year ago, and 
LS(D) Pinchcr Marten and PO(D) has never recovered* He is in Cams 
Trevor Orton, who helped put Nursing Home in Fare ham. 
together the competition and raffle Sponsors for this year's event 
which raised £250 for ex-Lt Ned included Solent Divers, Ca Melon 
Kelly and his family, bringing the Technologies* Fullerton Shcnwiod. 
total raised by the competition Djvcx, CPDonnel’s Bar in Oban, 

ove r t h c yea rs t o mo re t h a n £4*(H K). MSI 15cfc nee Sysic m s, Projc x 

Ned suffered oxygen starvation (UK). Molecular Products and 
of the brain while diving at I lorsea David Williams Engraving. 


Torch honour 
for ex-RN PTI 


A FORMER Fleet CPOPT has 
carried the Olympic torch on its 
journey to the Games in Sydney* 
Whacker Payne, aged 73* is still 
contributing to sport in his new 
homeland, decades after making 
his mark in Navy sport. 

Ken Miller recalled Whacker’s 
efforts in aircraft carrier HMS 
Eagle in 1959, when Ken was part 
of the ship’s all-conquering boxing 
team under the guidance of the 
fleet chief, who also spent time with 
the Devon port Field Gun team. 

Whacker ran the torch through 
the town of Stratford, 


Saturday 9 September 2000 
ROYAL NAVY/PORTSMOUTH 
• v RACE DAY 

- featiirinn — 

eftoyaWawMaiden-Stakes 


FORCES SPECIAL OFFER 


Gordon Enclosure tickets £5.50 per adult (normally £11) 
Attractions include: 

* Royal Marines Band • Reserved Naval Marquee * 

• Simulator Ride * 

For tickets contact; Goodwood Racecourse 


on 01243 755022 
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A HITHERTO miserable 
season for Navy cricketers 
ended on a high when the 
team took the imer- 
Services title for the first 
time in 18 years, writes U 
Cdr Jim Banks. 

The team broke its duck for 
the season in spectacular fash¬ 
ion when Wiltshire came to 
Burnaby Road* 

Electing to bat first, the county 
tost their opener first ball, and it 
was a seventh-wicket stand of 61 
which allowed them to reach 205 
for 8 in their 50 overs* 

I'he Navy responded in positive 
fashion, with L/Cpl Tim Burl and 
skipper Lt Paul Snell Lug laying into 
the Wiltshire bowlers* 

Burt made 125 not out (18 fours, 
three sixes) and Snelling 75 not out 
as the Navy won by ten wickets. 

The Senior Serv ice narrowly lost 
their next match* away to Midland 
CCC. The home side was reduced 
to 124 for 7 in 40 overs, but moved 
on to 210 without further loss* 

The Navy innings was held 
together f>y OM Matthew 
Pickering, who made a we 11-con¬ 
st rue ted 68 from 74 balls, but with 
22 needed off the final two overs, 
the Navy fell six runs short. 

Poor Navy batting and 
steady bowling by a Devon 
Development Xt restricted 
the Navy to 173, with Mne 
Greg Owen making 63* 

After an early stutter* the Devon 
side made good progress to a 
seven-wicket win, with Lt Cdr 
Chris Slocombc slowing their bats¬ 
men with 1 -22 from his ten overs. 

In the first meeting between the 
Navy and the Cornish Crusaders* 
the West Country side were pul in 
and made 248 for 7, which looked 
more than enough when the Navy 
reached 191 for 6 with ten overs 
remaining. 

But Lt Andrew Ainsley and 
Peter Andrew (66 not out) pushed 
the score on, securing a three* 
Wicket win with ten balls left. 

And so on to the main event - 
the inter-Sc rvices at Aldershot* 
supported by GKN and Naafi. The 
Navy opened against the RAF* los¬ 
ing hair the side for 89 runs by the 
30th over. 

Hut OM Pickering, on his com¬ 
petition debut, helped rally the 
team with 53* with the Navy finally 
posting 201 for 0. 

With l a David Pinder (3-25) and 
Lt Cdr Chris Slocombc (3-32) in 
good form, the RAP slumped to 89 
for 6 in the 33rd over, and were all 


Snowdrop Vase 
UK Price £19*09 
Overseas Price 
Please Enquire 


Claudia Brandy (Pair) 
UK Price £30,99 
Overseas Price £32,99 


Strauss Whiskey (Pair) 

UK Price £38*95 
Overseas Price Please Enquire 


The Civil Service team showed 
their strength and experience dur¬ 
ing the morning* and only RNGA 
captain Lt Guy Norris* partnered 
by Mne Richard Baker - making 
his debut - saved the clean sweep, 
CpJ Joe Sharp and CPO Steve 
King played very' well against the 
opposition lop pair, only to lose on 
the final green. 

Things also looked bleak 
at the top of the afternoon 
singles, when the Civil 
Service won I he first two 
matches out, leaving them 
only one point to find from 
the remaining eight games 
for overall victory. 

The traditional Navy loss looked 
inevitable when the fourth match 
was halved - though this particular 
result represented an excellent 
performance from C/Sgt Marlin 
Sharp* who found himself up 


against tine of the civilians' best 
players. 

The fight back then began in 
earnest, with a win for CpI Nigel 
Small followed by successes for Lt 
Mark Taylor, Joe Sharp, King* 
Norris and Baker, 

The Civil Service could still have 
stolen victory from the last match 
out* but in a light match* Lt Cdr 
Darryl Whitehead clinched the 
point and overall win on the final 
green for a thrilling conclusion. 

As Navy News went to press* 
preparations were in full swing for 
both the men's and women’s inlcr- 
Service championships, with the 
women competing at Woodhall 
Spa in Lincolnshire from 
September 4-6* and the men bat¬ 
tling it out at Wtxxibury Park, near 
Exeter* from September IK-21, 

Any supporters at cither event 
would he most welcome. 


1/2 Pint 
Torro Tankard 
UK Price £26*36 
Overseas Price £28.35 


Claudia Goblet 
UK Price £19,63 
Overseas Price £21.65 


Navy team takes 
inter-Services title 


Golfers snatch victory 
for first time since 1951 


• On the wail: LPT 0, Murphy (HMS Nottingham) during a climb. 

Event is looking up 


SPECTAC X JLAR falls and impres¬ 
sive displays of power-climbing 
were the order of the day at the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Climb 21MH) indoor climbing cham¬ 
pionships. 

The fourth such event* and a 
useful warm-up for the first inter- 
Scrvices competition, Climb 2000 
attracted a record number of 
entries in all classes to the 
Warehouse Indoor Wad at 
Gloucester. 

The main 13m wall gave three 
standards of climbing* and so many 
ranks found new strength under 
the competitive spotlight and 
Topped out' on their climb that 
they found themselves upgraded to 


the next standard. 

There w'as also a bouldering 
competition with 15 climbing prob¬ 
lems and the bonus of a large crash 
mat if the sequence was wrong. 

Sponsors for the event were 
C 'oiswc j I d Esse n t i a t Ou l doors, 
High Places. HR and Experimental 
and Applied Sciences, 

Winners were: Free climbing 
up to VS: LEAM Nige Neal 
(RNAS Yeovilton); HVS to El: 
OC Paut Bashens (8RNC): E2 
and above: Mne Marty Hatlet 
(RM Poole): Cotswold team 
prize: HG&Sigs: Female: Musn 
Sandra Jones (RMSM): 
Bouldering event: Mne Marty 
Hallet: Overall winner: Mne 
Marty Hallet. 


Cricketers win 
when it matters 


THE NAVY golf team put up a 
sterling performance to regis¬ 
ter their first win lor almost 50 
years in the annual encounter 
with the Civil Service, writes 
Cdr Gary Skirt ns. 

The nmteh is the longest-stand¬ 
ing fixture in the RN golf calendar, 
with records stretching back to the 
19211s. 

Although the Nayy managed a 
halved match in 1990 at Little 
Aston, the superb victor)' at 
Woodbury Park represents the first 
win since 1951 at St George's Hill. 
Pul another way* the previous suc¬ 
cess was before any of the current 
team were born. 

It would have taken an extreme¬ 
ly brave punter to predict the even¬ 
tual outcome of the match at 
lunch-time, when the RN team had 
registered only half a point on the 
board from five foursomes. 


out for 18(1, giving the Navy a 21- 
run victory. 

On the second day the Army 
scored 199 and bowled the RAF 
out for 129, giving them a 70-run 
victory - and setting up the title 
decider. 

The Army chose to bat on Day 
3, and despite an early setback they 
looked to have settled until the 
Navy bowlers - particularly 
Procter* with 2-23 including five 
maidens* and Spin-twin Mne Greg 
Owen, with 3-19 - put the brakes 
on. 

With catches held and tight 
htrwling, the home side were dis¬ 
missed for 144 in the 49th over. 

But the Navy slumped to 40 for 
4* then 99 for 7 in the 34ih over* 
leaving the game wide open. 

Binder and Owen came together 
with 46 needed off 16 overs* and 
their all-round ability and experi¬ 
ence, along with sharp singles, kept 
the scoreboard ticking over. 

In the final over the Navy had 
reached 142-8. but Owen survived 
a dropped catch to hit the winning 
runs* ending 45 not out and Man of 
the Match as the Navy won by two 
wickets. 


After a season in which the non¬ 
availability of key players meant it 
was not always possible to select 
the strongest side* all came good in 
the two key fixtures. 

The release of players by com¬ 
manding officers during the sea¬ 
son, especially for the crucial inter- 
Services matches, was appreciated 
by the RNCC committee. 

Prospective players* scorers and 
umpires arc requestcd to contact 
Lt Cdr Jim banks at HMS 
Temcrairc on ext 22671 - also the 
number to ring for details of a pro¬ 
gramme of winter coaching clinics. 


Women 
slip to 
defeat 


A MUCH-tmpiDvcd performance 
by the RN women in only their 
second competitive match saw' 
them slip to a 26-run defeat 
against Horsham Ladies at 
Burnaby Road* 

The visitors scored 177 for 9 in 
their 40 overs* with one player 
sat ring 116 not out, 

SA Sam Conley, who bagged 
two wickets in her first over* fin* 
ished with 3-27 in her eight overs. 

With an asking rate of just over 
four runs an over, the RN lost an 
early wicket* but Cl I Ursula Ball 
and FMA Emma Boswell put 
together an excellent stand of 51 
in ten overs. 

With Ball out for 36* Lt Cdr 
Fiona Fawcett held the innings 
together until she was bowled for 
42 with the Navy at 143-7* A target 
of 35 in 24 balls proved uk> much 
as the Navy was all out for 151. 

For details of winter coaching, 
contact Lt Cdr Jim Dunks on 9380 
22671 or CPOPT Paul Nash on 
9380 23974, 


Nelson take Navy Cup 


HMS NELSON strolled to an 
eight-wicket win in the Navy Cup 
final against JIMS Drake. 

Put into bat, Drake began confi¬ 
dently* reaching 115 without too 
much trouble - but then the occa¬ 
sional bowling of Lt Andrew 
Ainsley changed the match as he 
wrapped up the innings, taking five 
wickets for five runs to leave his 
side with a modest 125-run target. 


Drake got revenge when Ainsley 
was out second ball for nought* 
and CPO George Appleton 
received only two halls before his 
finger was broken in three places. 
But with POWTR Gan' 
Braithwaite scoring an unbeaten 
68, Nelson moved a mi fort ably on 
to 126 for 2 in the 23rd over to win 
the cup, sponsored by Lambs Navy 
Rum, for the first time. 
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alive in the Kursk, 


THE ROYAL Navy is a world 
leader in the field of subma¬ 
rine escape and rescue - and 
the Service's expertise has 
been evolving for more than 
80 years, writes Dominic Make. 

The first real breakthrough in 
escape technology came with the 
invention of the Davis Submerged 
Escape Apparatus (DSEA) in 
1929 - a rebreather which gave the 
wearer a 30-minutc supply of oxy¬ 
gen. 

Simple but effective, DSEA 
remained in Service for many 
years, and every RN submariner 
was trained in its use at the 
Submarine Escape Training Tank 
(SETT) at the former HMS 
Dolphin. 

But the deficiencies of DSEA 
were highlighted with the toss of 
HMS Truculent after a collision in 
the Thames estuary in I*>50, 
Although many men escaped, 
almost all of them perished from 
exposure before they could be res¬ 
cue! L 

Soon afterwards, an immersion 
suit was added to create the fore¬ 
runner of the sophisticated sub¬ 
marine escape suits which are in 
use today. 

These'allow the wearer to climb 
into an escape lower where the 
suit and the compartment he is in 


are charged with high-pressure air 
until the pressure inside the tower 
matches the water pressure out¬ 
side the submarine. 

The hatch then pops open and 
the escapee breathes normally all 
the way to the surface, with excess 
air purging itself under his hoixl 
and the suit's increasing buoyancy' 
driving him to the surface. 

A personal life raft is built into 
each suit and this, together with 
the immersion suit, gives him an 
excellent chance of survival even 
in the harshest conditions. 

Every RN submariner 
goes through this drill with 
a 100ft free ascent in the 
SETT at Gosport, and the 
staff there have set records 
for free ascents of over 180 
metres (600ft) during exer¬ 
cises off the coast of 
Scotland. 

While Britain forged ahead 
with escape technology, the US 
put its resources into the develop¬ 
ment of Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vehicles (DSRVs) - far 
superior to earlier diving hells 
which were severely limited by the 
weather and the ability of their 
mother ships to stay exactly in 
position. 

America's success with DSRVs 
prompted Britain and many other 


NATO nations to fit submarine 
hatches which could he opened by 
the rescue vehicles, giving Royal 
Navy submariners the option of 
escaping or waiting for rescue. 

Cdr Tall said: “We have a ‘belt 
and braces' approach. Escape 
teams have successfully demon¬ 
strated that escape suits can be 
used from over 600ft, which is the 
depth of the continental shelf 
where the danger of submarine 
collision is theoretically highest 

“But rescue is the preferred 
option, using technology driven by 
America's DSRV programme, anti 
the introduction of special hatches 
on our submarines allows rescue 
vehicles to dock/' 

A unique experiment between 
the Royal and the United Stales 
Navies proved the technology 
would work more than 20 years 
ago. 

In E/79, a simulated subsunk' 
distress call was sent from the 
diesel-electrie submarine HMS 
Odin 400ft deep on t he sea lied off 
the Isle of Arran, 

In response, the USN in San 
Diego 11 ew' their DSRV Avalon to 
Glasgow where Royal Navy 
experts transported it to the Clyde 
and secured it to the casing of the 
nuclear-powered Polaris subma- 


HjH 33 


• The US Navy DSRV escape vehicle on the casing of HMS Repulse for a complex and 
unique submarine escape exercise in 1979. 
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RFA industrial 
action on hold 


INDUSTRIAL action by RIA mem¬ 
bers of the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Union (RMTj has been 
suspended indefinitely. 

As Navy News went to press new 
talks aimed at settling the dispute 
over pay and leave tor ratings were 
taking place at the London head¬ 
quarters of ACAS, (he Advisory. 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
Service. 


FOUR former members of the 
Armed Services whose sacking tor 
being homosexual started a process 
which changed the Ministry of 
Defence’s policy on the issue have 
been awarded a total of almost 
£325,000 damages. 

The four are Duncan Lustig- 
Prcan. a former Lieutenant comman¬ 
der. former RAF nurse Jeanette 
Smith. cx-Navy rating John Beckett 
and former RAF officer Graeme 
Grady. Apart from non-pec uni ary 
damages they received vurying sums 
for loss of earnings. 

Death charge 
driver cleared 


A NAVAL pilot whose sports-car 
passenger died when the vehicle 
crashed during an unauthorised trip 
on Silverstone motor circuit was 
found not guilty of manslaughter at 
Northampton Crown Court. 

Lt John Brothertoo was at the 
wheel when the ear turned over on a 
sharp bend, killing POACMN lan 
Chambers. The accident happened 
shortly before last year's British 
Grand Prix* 


Fearless back 
in business 

HMS FEARLESS is hack in busi¬ 
ness after undergoing operational 
sea training at the end of July. Her 
return to the Fleet after six months in 
Portsmouth dockyard was also 
marked by a visit to Scarborough at 
the end of August, 


Tireless safety 
case ‘proved’ 


FOLLOWING concerns expressed 
in Gibraltar over the plan to repair 
the nuclear submarine HMS Tireless 
in the colony, the Royal Navy has 
said that the vessel's safety case has 
been proved. 

The tdefence Nuclear Safety 
Committee, which includes indepen¬ 
dent experts, said it was side to carry 
out repairs Hi the boat in Gibraltar. 
She has been docked there since 
May 19 when she developed a leak 
in her reactor cooling system. 

Gay four win 
damages 


Final job for 
our oldest 


support ship 

REA OLNA, (he oldest Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary vessel has com¬ 
pleted her final task after 34 
years in service. 

The tanker's last job was to refuel 
HMS Coventry off the coast of 
Devon, then she spent a week in 
Plymouth Sound before entering 
Devonpon Naval Base to await dis¬ 
posal. 


Kursk crew were 
beyond the help 
of RN know-how 

SUBMARINERS of alt nations are sharing Russia's 
shock at the loss of the Kursk and the 118 men 
who sailed with her on the final, fatal voyage. 


When news of the disas¬ 
ter reached the Royal 
Navy, the Service did not 
wait to be asked before 
preparing its own subma¬ 
rine rescue teams for 
action. 

Submersibles LR5 and ROV 
Scorpio were immediately 
prepared for deployment at 
Renfrew, near Glasgow, and 
the Submarine Parachute 
Assistance Group at Fort 
Blockhouse, Gosport, was 
told it could be called upon at 
any time. 

As Naval and civilian spe¬ 
cialists gathered at Prestwick 
Airport the submersibles, 
compression chambers and 
support equipment were 
toaded on to an Antonov 
transport plane and three 
RAF Hercules. 

And when Russia finally 
called for outside assistance 
the rescue team was airborne 
and on its way to Norway 
within the hour. 

During an 800-mile sea voy¬ 


age from Trondheim on board 
the Normand Pioneer, Cdr 
Alan Hoskins and his team 
remained quietly determined 
to save anyone who was left 
alive in the submarine, 
stranded 108 metres below 
the surface of the Barents 
Sea. 

Meanwhile, repeated efforts 
by Russia to save the crew 
revealed massive damage to 
the Kursk, and It looked 
increasingly likely that many 
if not all of the submariners 
would already be dead. 

When the British team 
reached the scene, 
Commodore David Russell 
took charge and the ROV 
Scorpio was used to assist a 
team of Norwegian divers in 
clearing debris and investi¬ 
gating the condition of the 
submarine and Its hatches. 

But all hope was lost on the 
ninth day when divers 
released the outer aft escape 
hatch of the Kursk and found 
that the submarine was com¬ 
pletely flooded. 


ny i 

Commodore David Russell, discusses the plan of action with RN divers who would have 
helped in the launch and recovery of the LBS rescue craft . Commodore Russell, desig¬ 
nated Scene of Action Commander UK Forces f was on board the Norwegian mother ship 
Normand Pioneer with (hr) Diver Richard Walken CPO(D) Pete Younger and L$(D) Taft 
Rees . in the background is the LR5 , 


Despite the best efforts of 
Russia, Britain and Norway, 
and some of the world's most 
sophisticated underwater 
technology, the crew of the 
Kursk were already far 
beyond help. 

Cdr Jeff Tall was the cap¬ 


tain of the nuclear sub¬ 
marines HMS Churchill and 
HMS Repulse and is now 
Director of the Royal Navy 
Sumarine Museum at 
Gosport. 

He said: “This Is a sad day 
for all submariners, regard¬ 


less of nationality, I think that 
submariners will see this as a 
reminder of the essentially 
hostile environment in which 
we operate and there is, of 
course, enormous sympathy 
with the families of the men 
who have been lost/' 


Britain a world leader in submarine escape 


fine HMS Repulse. 

Repulse sailed to the scene, 
dived, and released the Avalon 
which then located HMS Odin 
and attached itself to the escape 
hatch. Men were then successfully 
transferred from Odin to Repulse, 
where sailors in the larger vessel 
climbed on board for a return trip 
to Odin. 

Today, the Royal Navy holds 
regular exercises with the USN, 


and NATO allies and has done so 
recently with a Polish submarine 
which lias almost identical hatches 
to those of Russian submarines. 

Cdr 'la 11 said: “I have total con¬ 
fidence that (be LR5 would have 
been able to reach any survivors if 
(here had been any. Once the 
divers had established the angle of 
the Kursk and the fact that a 
water-tight mate or seal could be 
made, there was never any doubt,” 
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Sailor faces 
murder trial 

A 20-year-old sailor. Lee Taylor, w as 
due to stand Inal at Plymouth Crown 
Court on September 1 charged with 
the murder of Simon Edward Fuat. 
He was committed on conditional 
bait by Plymouth magistrates. Mr 
Ford's btxly was found in a fiat in 
Keyham on February K. 

--- —- . 
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WHEN TECHNOLOGY 
JUST ISN’T ENOUGH 
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RALEIGH 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


“Avast ye 
landlubbers! 

It be back to school 
with ye! Hope ye had a 
rip roaring holiday and 
are ready to meet up 
with ye school friends 
again. 

I used me holiday to 
learn a new skill, I be 
learning to do that 
there cycling thing. 
Jack has shown me how 
to ride round that 
deck. Look ye too - 
don't forget to look me 
and me crew up on 
that there web! 
www. navynews .co.uk 
/gangplank 


It's bock to school time and 
soon the evenings will start to 
get a bit darker SO if you're 
out on your bike don’t forget to 
BE SEEN. 

There are loads of really great 
products around for you to 
wear to let everyone know 
you're there! 

Most of the really top 
backpacks have those luminous 
strips and you can get smart 
neon bands to wear across the 
body. 

POWER UP 


H£R£Af>£tZ Tins TO HELP YOU STAYSAfB iN THE SADDLE. MAKE SU&WKMTM THE CXX&i 


K£Ef YClfK EiKE 


AU AKDUNQ AliP 
Ai ftf FO’.L toAfcWG 

' L- 


TAKE A COURSE 


Make sure your 
bicycle lights are nice and 
bright! 

LOOK AFTER YOUR HEAD! - 
Your brains are precious and 
your head is fragile SO Don't 
forget your helmet, it’s a must! 
SET WISE - If you are just 
taking your bike for the f irst 
time then make sure you know 
all about road safety. If not 
ask your teacher or at your 
local police station. 


Just name 3 tips for Safer Cycling and send your answers with your 
Name, Age and Membership Number to: The Gangplank Club' Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

Closing Date for Entries - 12th October 2000 

The Editor's decision is final. Relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligible 


Here's regular writer Paul 
Kitching with his sister 
Amanda - oh and that's 
HMS Invincible behind them 


What a great photo, here's Louise 
and James Williams in Guess Where? 

Well it's Red Square in Moscow 
-WOW! Good luck on your move back 
to Helensborough. 


Hello to Matthew Miller, what amazing handwriting you have. Bet your 

Mum had a hand in it!! 

Hey James Garrity - we love your poem, look out on our Web site, you 

might just find it there! 

Megan Cox - glad to hear your sunflowers are growing, wonder how the 
other Gang Plank members are doing with theirs? 


wmi - YOU COULD WIN A 


THE MESS DECK 


Birthday Congratulations! 


Joseph Revill 
li$B Roberts 
Michael Roberts 
Joshua Roberts 
Eddie Robinson 
Me it Rooney 
Jennifer Ryan-Fessitt 
Joel Sc raft oil 
Craig Searfe 
Karen Shaw 
Christopher Short 
Sarah Stater 
Adam Smith 
Jack Smith 
Charlotte Spark 
Autumn Spayee 
Joseph Spiliane 
Sophie Squibb 
Nicole Stevens 
Stuart Sfirton 
Oliver Strong 
Leyton Thomas 
da mes Th omps o n 
Connor Thores 
Holly Thorogood 
Benjamin Trevett 
Dominic Tucker 
Lauren Twist 
Jack Tyler 
Samuel Vause 
Daniel Wall 
Samantha We etch 
Lewis Wells 
Samuel Whale 
Rhiannon Wilkin 
Alexander Wilkins 
Sen Williams 
Joshua Williams 
Owen Will i a ms-Power 
Joshua Wit man 
AmieWingrove 
Emily Wynn-Wemi nek 
Patricia Yau 


Aaron Harris 
Douglas Hards 
Sam Harris 
Thomas Hawkes 
Laurence Hawnt 
Simon Hetherington 
Simon Hewitt 
Christopher Hide 
Jessica Hull 
Gemma Ingram 
Euan Kennedy 
Keaton Kemdge 
Josh King 
Abbi Lambert 
dae Lambert 
Rebecca Langley 
Victoria Lowry 
Alexander Luff 
Gavin MacKenzie 
Katyn MatKenzie 
Joshua Marks 
Shannon Marks 
Timothy Marlin 
Stephen McGunnigie 
Beatrice Merrett 
Michael Mimrm 
Christopher Moore 
Sethan-Ceri Morris 
Emma Murray-Jones 
Jordan Musker 
James Newport 
Ross Norm 
Lucy Oftrey 
Damon O'Kane 
Matthew Olive 
Nicholas Quid 
Christopher Paddison 
George Palmer 
Alice Pardoe 
Jessica Patterson 
Andrew Perry 
Dean Pomeroy 
Robbie Rands 
Brian Banner 


James Abbott 
Naomi Archer 
Jordan Attis 
Christopher Ay don 
Hannah Bailey 
Jacob Banks 
Katie Baoman 
Robert Bateman 
Alexandra Bird 
Nicholas Btagden 
Luke B1 amp led 
Jack Booth 
Richard Bowen 
Scott Bull 
Luke Burch am 
Mark Carter 
Galium Carvell 
Shannon Chit vers 
David C Tripp 
Hannah Clark 
Matthew Golfer 
Gillian Cotter 
Lee Crucetix 
Benjamin Dance 
Marc Dancer 
Jake Denton 
Georgia Didymus 
Liam Dillon 
Kelly Donovan 
Christopher Dyson 
Richard Eldridye 
Laura Fletcher 
Liam Ford 
Robin Francis 
Steven Game 
Danielle Gatenby 
Cameron Geddes 
Robyn Gray 
Joseph Greig 
Hannah Griffiths 
Sam Griffiths 
Shevaun Grocott 
David Harding 
Andrew Harmer 


Hello from all the crew! Thanks for all your great 
letters. You all sound like you had a top holiday! 
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The Royal Navy 
has often been 
described by 
some of its peo¬ 
ple as the only 
family they have 
ever known. 
Commodore 
Roger Parker 
tells Jim Ailaway 
why today many 
youngsters are 
still more at 
home with the 
Sea Cadet Corps 
than anywhere 
else. 


atery welcome 
for the Duke 
at Malvern 


saw them snugly installed in a converted 
factory building. 

The Duke - who is the Admiral SCC ~ 
arrived in driving rain to cheers from a wait¬ 
ing crowd, inspected the Guard and 
unveiled a plaque marking the occasion. 

Later he presented the Unit CO Lt Tony 
Barber with his Cadet Forces Medal and Lt 
Cdr Shelagh Packwood with the first clasp 
to hers. 


MALVERN unit TS Duke of York cele¬ 
brated their official rebirth following 
the fire that completely destroyed their 
HQ by inviting the Duke to open the 
new premises. 

It was in February 1998 that flames tore 
through the old Dukes Meadow building, 
consuming everything they owned. 

Just two years, £200,000 and a lot of hard 
work by everyone connected with the unit 


T HE UKs 16*000 
Sea Cadets have 
everything in 
common but 
their back¬ 
ground, In an area north of 
Birmingham it is said that 
70 per cent of cadets come 
from single parent families. 
And the CO of one London 
unit reports that most of his 
cannot read or write to an 
acceptable standard. 

In sharp contrast other units 
are well-endowed, with obvi¬ 
ously high levels of financial 
support from their families and 
local communities. 

Yet when they gather en masse* 
on parade at high-profile public 
events or at the various RS estab¬ 
lishments where they meet for 
competition and training, you 
wouldn't know the difference - a 
fact that still fills their 
Commodore* Roger Parker (him¬ 
self a former Sea Cadet) with won¬ 
der and a personal sense of grati¬ 
tude. 

“When I joined Kingston unit 
over 40 years ago* it was the best 
thing that happened to me in my 
whole life. The present CO and 
hirst Lieutenant were with me 
then - and they arc there still. 
They taught me what life was all 
about - because up until then I 
had been cosseted at my grammar 
school. 

"Now when I see a w hole bunch 
of cadets from units with very dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds, J find they all 
work together wonderfully, I hey 
all march together and paddle the 
same canoes * and they all look 
the same, which fits in with the old 
adage that wearing school uniform 
meant that everybody got treated 
the same. too. 

“So it's a very levelling experi¬ 
ence - and we always try', of 
course* to take that level upwards, 
to keep standards high and make 
sure they all feel they've really 
achieved something. So they wifi 
go away, hopefully* saying that 
was the best thing that s happened 
to me in my life/ 

“Levelling in this country 
always seems to mean levelling 
down - not in the Sea Cadets, it 
doesn't. A lot of people who have 
made it to the hip had their start 
with the Sea Cadets. Like the 
Archbishop of Canterbury - and 
John Prescott* the Deputy Prime 
Minister, who often mentions the 
fact/' 

In its current form, the Sea 
Cadet Corps dates from just after 
World War 11. when existing units 
were addressed by a memoran¬ 
dum which determined what the 
Navy would offer in terms of train¬ 
ing and what the Navy League 
could provide by w ay of sports and 
the other fun elements that go into 
any youth movement. 

It goes much further back than 
that, though. Just over a century 
ago Queen Victoria sponsored a 
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WESTERN Australia Naval Reserve Cadets conducted their first International Sea Cadet 
Exchange by hosting 25 staff and cadets from the UK* USA* Canada, Netherlands and South 
Korea. 

The British contingent seen here was drawn from the Northwest. Eastern and Southwest 
areas and led b y Lt Cdr Steve Coles and Lt Michelle Welsh, assisted by PO D. Knowles. 

During their 13-day visit they visited Perth. Fremantle* Albany and HMAS Stirling, the major 
West Coast naval base. 

This was the venue for the WARC annual continuous training. Some 200 units took part in 
qualifying courses in cookery* adventure training* music, ceremonial, marine engineering* 
Leading Seaman Qualifications and rescue boat endorsement, winding up with a barbecue on 
Garden Island where the group hosted 50 young cancer patients. 

In between they managed plenty of sightseeing and shopping and were introduced to plen¬ 
ty of the local fauna - including kangaroos and koalas* of course. 




























































"The strength of our position is 
that if for any reason - and there's 
no suggestion that there is - the 
Navy should withdraw the mea¬ 
sure of financial support it dries 
afford us* we have an indepen¬ 
dence which the AC Farid ATC do 
not. 

"The Navy often says I want it 
both ways - I want everything I 
can gel from them hut \ also want 
to be independent. I riposte - but 
not too strongly! - that the Navy 
also wants it both ways. TTicy want 
everything we are providing, 
because they benefit from it - they 
th benefit from recruiting, on the 
basis that those who join the Navy 
from us tend to stay. Which is a 
very important point - our people 
know what they re going into from 
the outset. 

"But the Navy also has, with us. 
41K) points of contact all around 
the country where Naval uniform 
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Not any mope, 
we're not... 


sea cadet unit at Windsor, TS 
Windsor Castle “ and even before 
that it may br said to have its ori¬ 
gins in the Naval “Lads Brigades*’ 
set up by salors returning from 
the Crimean War w j ho were 
appalled hy he poverty of chil¬ 
dren in the Kent coastal towns 
around Chatham. 

'Unlay it renains a curiously dis¬ 
parate organisation, with individ¬ 
ual units left to plough their own 
furrows undo what has always 
been a fairly loose system of con¬ 
trol It is a stunt ion that charms 
and maddcnsCdre Parker in equal 
measure. 

“When 1 tr to explain to people 
what the SCC is, 1 find it's easier 
to say what its not. We re not Sea 
Scouts - the; belong to the Boy 
Scouts nUHurumt. Nor arc wc 
Combined Odet Force (CCF) in 
any shape or orm And we are not 
a recruiting oganisation, although 


‘Levelling in this country 
always seems to mean 
levelling down . Not in the 
Sea Cadets, it doesn f t f 


we obviously >rovide an ideal start 
for a Naval creer, 

"The aim if the SCC is to pro¬ 
duce young gople who wc hope 
will be the rsponsible adults of 
the future, did we use the cus¬ 
toms and trailions - and some of 
the discipline- of the Royal Navy 
to that end. 

"We are imost hamstrung by 
our history - but there arc 
strengths an weaknesses in the 
arrangementve work under. The 
autonomy of he individual units is 
actually fmulmcntal to the make¬ 
up of the Orps, which I often 
describe as 1 federation. They 
agree to able In a set of regula¬ 
tions appreed by the SCC 
Council (rimot a member of it, 
they direct re on how the Corps 
should opera) and by so doing, 
and by reachtg certain levels anti 
standards dung the year, follow¬ 
ing an tnspetiun by a serving RN 
officer, theyoontmue to receive 
the benefits 1 membership. 

"But the nits themselves are 
charities in itir own right, run by 
their own linage merit commit¬ 
tees who aftftsponsible for rais¬ 
ing their ow money and provi¬ 
sioning ant maintaining their 
p re mise s i ndse nd e n 11y. 

"And that'the really big differ¬ 
ence bet wee ns and the Army 
Cadet Force nd the Air Training 
Corps, who >lh gel their money 
for their presses and the running 
of their unit through the MOD, 
We do not, ad there are pluses 
and minusesor us here, TTic fuel 
is, the RoyuNavy could not now 
afford to lukon units in the same 
way. So wc*rstuck with that and 
have to makihe best of it. 


is shown off. maintaining the 
'footprint' of the Navy in a way it 
ea n' t 01 h e rw i se ma n age, 

"71iey use that in every possible 
way - and quite rightly. I've 
absolutely no problem with that. If 
you go to Plymouth Navy Days, 
say. you will find the Guard is 
always a Sea Cadet Guard these 
days. And the Plymouth Guard 
last year was one of the best I've 
ever seen, serving Navy included. 

“On the other hand, this visibil¬ 
ity of ours right in the heart of the 
community works against us in a 
way ^ because people assume that 
because wc arc in uniform and 
look like sailors, male and female, 
that wc arc fully supported and 
covered by the Navy, So our fund¬ 
raising efforts have to work 
against that perception. 

W ell, at present wc 
are losing money 
at the rate of 
about £l/4 million 
a vear - and we 
can't afford to do that for too long 
because our assets are less than £3 
million. 

"The Navy provides, either in 
direct grant or by providing Naval 
officers or retired officers For jobs 
in the Areas or at Headquarters, 
some facilities in Naval establish¬ 
ments and a lot of help in kind, in 
round t c rm s £ 61 2 mill h m . 

"We believe ii costs at least that 
U> run the units - alxiul £ $ 5,tKK> 
for each of them purely in running 
costs like insurance or maintaining 
a minibus." 

Cash was only part of the num¬ 
bers game. All the staff and 


instructors were volunteers - and 
together they added up to a formi¬ 
dable force, 

"These people give their time 
over many, many years - over 45 
years is not unusual. We're talking 
about 16.000 cadets backed by 
5,000 adult instructors and anoth¬ 
er 5,<HX) people who are responsi¬ 
ble for units around the count rv. 
Altogether that's 25-26.1HMJ people 
- not including parents and sup¬ 
porters associations - who are 
directly concerned with the Sea 
Cadets, 

“That's an enormous number 
when you consider that the serving 
strength of the RN is only a bit 
over 40.1HMF 

"Over all, the number of cadets 
has staved pretty level in recent 
years. But the number of 12-17 
year olds is declining while the 
number of juniors, IB-12 years old, 
is increasing. Hi at is for two rea¬ 
sons. so far ns I can make out. To 
begin with, it is that lower age 
group which more and more wants 
10 do more of the things it sees the 
older one doing. And we have in 
any case increased the number of 
junior sections. 

" We are working hard to keep 
ourselves up to date with young 
people's expectations. We have a 
strategic review' of our own going 
on - and one of the points it has 
thrown up is the fact that in some 
parts we are still in the Nelson era. 
We know this - but not only do w-e 
think that some of those traditions 
are important, wc also know’ that 
our young people enjoy following 
them. 

"It is absolutely my policy to 
pursue any form of nationally 
recognised qualifications that my 
cadets can obtain - but 1 also have 
10 overcome a certain amount of 
resistance to change. The Navy 
thinks I can issue an edict 10 my 
commanding officers in the units 
and then it will happen. But it 
doesn't happen that way - 1 have 
to cajole and encourage to pro¬ 
duce change and persuade people 
that this is the best way for thcr 
future. 

“We're getting there, though - 
many units now have their own 
websites, for instance." 

Behind all this, wasn't there an 
underlying difficulty that the tradi¬ 
tion of voluntary service was in 
decline? 

"There is an enormous problem 
in getting volunteers. The most 
crucial element in any unit's 
organisation is the adult volun¬ 
teer. It's not that difficult to 
recruit the cadets - but if you 
haven’t got the people to instruct 
them, to make the training pro¬ 
gramme sound, practical and 
above all fun, then you're getting 
nowhere, 

"As part of the package, the 
Navy provides us with the premis¬ 
es from which we conduct a num¬ 
ber of training courses and travel 
expenses and Reserve Forces pay 
is available for some of them if 
people can spare the time to get 
away for them, 

"But the pressures on people 


these days, whether in the domes¬ 
tic situation or with pressures at 
work - if 1 take a week off will my 
job be there when l gel back?' and 
so on - mean that we have as 
much difficulty in attracting volun¬ 
teers as any other organisation, 

"So we have to grow from with¬ 
in - to encourage our younger 
people at IS and upwards to keep 
an interest, to keep in touch and 
hopefully return to be the unit 
COs and First Lieutenants of the 
future. 

"And we must continue to 
attract support from Schools and 
the local communities. Often 
when head teachers attend our 
annual inspections, they are sur¬ 
prised ter find some of their biggest 


• ''We are working hard to keep ourselves up to date with young 
people’s expectations" - Cdre Roger Parker 


scamps in the ranks and they say 
Mow- on earth did you manage to 
get him in here - at school he's a 
com pie tc t caraway? * 

“bo we believe we can offer 
something which the schools and 
society at large are not providing - 
something to which a particular 
young person can respond, take 
responsibility and give himself or 


herself the chance to shine. 

"In some instances, it must lie 
said, we provide young people 
with a home environment they 
don't otherwise have. That’s no 
way our function - but its a fact of 
life and we're happy to do it. I 
hope they will always remember us 
- and come back 10 help us with 
the next generation one day," 
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Torrents pence dives sreeply ro pass below the other aircraft 
but tr receives a direct hit and plunges into the sea. Pilot 
Bay fey and his observer Slaughter are never seen again. 


The attack is over and the pilots look back at a harbour full 
of blazing ships. The water is covered In burning oil 


As the aircraft return to the carrier HHS Illustrious, their 
crews are amazed to find them riddled with holes. 


Their mission has been a huge success. Three battleships, two 
cruisers and several destroyers have been sunk or badly 
damaged. 


And the kalian High Command orders all the other major 
warships to retire to Naples - too far away to pose much of a 
threat to British convoys to Malta. 


From now on, sea power will depend heavily on Naval air 
power -thanks to the efforts of a few old biplanes. 


watch out for 


The crew has picked out some sportspeople they | 
think wilt do well in Sydney. Look out for them on TV* 
and cheer them on during the Games... 

In Sailing keep a good look out for 


tp P/ease enroff me as a member of Tbe Gang Plank Ciub. 
1 / enetose a PO/cheque (payable to Xavy Mews) for: 

£4 m 2S / year OX - £7.SO 2 year OX (saving £J) 

t Name ..*........ 

1 Address.......... 


1 The Summer Olympics 
are being held in 
Sydney in Australia, 
They will start on the 15 
September and finish on 1 
October, 

There are a total of 180 
Gold Medals to be won. 
Captain Plank and his crew 
have taken a good look at 
what wlit be happening tit 
Sydney. 

Here are some of their 
top sports facts for you. 
w Australia has attended 
every single Summer 
Olympics since 1896! Only 
one other country has done 
this - Greece!. 

50,000 volunteers will 
help at the Games. 
or it is believed there will 
be 1.32 million visitors to 
Sydney because of the 
Olympics - that*s an awful 
lot of people, hope there's 
room! 

+* One of the new sports at 
Sydney will be synchronised 
swimming. Actually there 


has been women's swimming 
at the Olympics since 1912. 

Football was the f irst 
team sport to be 
introduced to the Olympics. 
It was first played in 1900. 

In 1996 Women's 
football became an Olympic 
sport. 

*•" Great Britain is pretty 
good at the Horse events. 
We have won 5 Gold 
medals, 7 silver and 9 
Bronze, Guess what? The 
horses must come from the 
same country as their 
riders. 

Gymnastics is an 
Olympic sport that dates 
back before the Ancient 
Olympic games. At the 
Sydney Games a new 
discipline will be introduced 
- trampoliningl. 

^ In 1992 Linford Christie 
became the oldest person 
to win the 100m running 
race in history. He won 
Gold in 1992 - even though 
he was a Record Breaker!!! 


mmmmm 


Ben is ranked No 1 in the l 

H world in his sport, sailing a 

Laser dinghy. He is 23 years ( 
old and lives in Hampshire. He i 
has been sailing since he was 8 j 
years old. He won a Silver , 
medal in the 1996 Olympics, i 

And in Gymnastics; j 

She is a Gymnast. Her best j. f 

apparatus is the Vault and the HT ^ 

Floor. She is 21 years old and jj^RI 
lives in Essex. She was 1 

Weetabtx Young Gymnast of r 

the Year in 1991. In 1998 she T-- ^ 

was British Champion on Floor, « . It iL ;; |i 
Vault and Beam. ■!#' \';vV "®*§Pj|j 

In Athletics look out for; 

Jabiie Baulch 

Jamie is an athlete. He runs the 400m and is 
part of the GB relay team. He is 27 and lives in 


Joined by: Parent 1 Grandparent TT Other ‘1 

Do you have any Brothers n Sisters ~1 Ages "I 

Special Interests: Sport “I Music “I Film/TV H 

ju*u Friends H Reading "1 

^*uL k tt.tb Sond y° ur completed form, together with a 
Mg PtfWNr postal ordef/chequo lor £4,25 or £7.50 to; 

Uftjjf ( ‘The Gang Plank Club’ 

IiluiJikuc ftfr* Nav V News, HMS Nelson, 
™ Portsmouth POI 3HH 

If you would tike any further information before applying, 
i call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 

We will also accepl payment byVisa, Delta. Access. Mastercard 
or Switch on orders of €5.00 or over 


Wales. He was part of the GB 
team that won a Silver medal 
in the World Championships at 
1997. In 1999 Jamie took the 
Gold Medal in the World 
Indoor championships. 


The White Ensign Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 


Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finano 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club 1 is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 


As the attack on the Italian Fleet comes 
to a shattering crescendo, luck runs out 
for one of the Swordfish bombers... 


THE BATTLE OF TARANTO 
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'Groundforce' gets to a new High 



9?ase$&J//ff 

Sc£oof 


Providing 
Quality Education 
in a 

Demanding World 
Children agtd 
6 - 13 yrs. 


H appmcu, academic rigour anti keener of spirit are real Rose Hi If 
virtues. Rose Hill is not a hoarding school.., it h an E-xlurational 
Hotel and wc have hosts of happy and successful hoarders to 
prove it. We haw more under Ten Year Old Service Boarders than any other 
1APS Prep School of comparable site in the UK! 

At Rose Hill School we helicfs j c strongly in the individual and strive to 
develop every child's potential to the limit. 68% of our Sbth Form won 
Scholarship or Inhibition Awards to ihcif chosen Public Schools Iasi year. 
100% First Choice success at Common Fntrance for over a decade, 

Please don't make a decision you might live to regret. Nothing is more 
precious than your child's education. We could he exactly what you have 
been looking lor. Being a Roschillian isn't simply great... it’s marvellous! 

Please give us a ring and come and see for yourselves:- 01453 843196 


AlAerley, Wot ton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire GLI2 7QT 
Telephone: (01453) 843/96 and 521524 Fax: (01453) 842765 
Headmaster: ft C, CL Lyne^Pirkis Cm Ed., MB1M 


This Independent Day and Boarding School 
with a strong interdenominational and 
international dimension provides 
an excellent education for boys and girls aged 2 to IS. 

Scholarships available 
Separate sciences laugh! 

34 acres of playing fields 

Full use of upper School facilities 
French rang hi throughout 
Input from special is i 
subject teachers 

Open between Ham to 6pm, 

51 weeks per yean Interesting 
cu rhodium which includes 
French. 

Please ("all for A Prospect as 


A HUGE modernisation and refurbishment 
programme is currently underway at 
Portsmouth High School 

As soon as the summer term ended removal lorries 
swept tn to pack and store school equipment and the front 
car park was converted into a building site overnight. 

Parts of the school are being emptied to allow development of 
a brand new Sixth Form Centre, Music House and Library. 

The Sixth Form will say goodbye to their common room, which 
will become the new Library and also house the comprehensive 
Careers Centre. The Library has seen major changes in its 
structure since its inception in 1926. Methods of teaching have 
changed, as have sources of information with the largest impact 
being felt by the introduction of information technology. 

Libraries are now no longer restricted to print-based sources of 
Information and at Portsmouth High School they are entering the 
new millennium confident that they will be offering the very best 
in information resources. 

Also on the move is Music House, where the larger, more 
conveniently located music room will be offering students the 
opportunity to experience small-scale recitals as well as the 
excitement of performing to much larger audiences in one of the 
two halls available. A lot of time has been spent In researching 
computer-generated music and the extra-curricular programme 
has continued to expand into the new arena of jazz. 

The Sixth Form Centre will reflect the progressive and visionary 


expansion of the school. The vision of modernisation - building 
upon the traditional values and translating them into the present 
era and beyond - thus ensures that Portsmouth High School 
offers the best in 21st century education. 

As well as major changes being made to the fabric of the 
school; a project is under way which will help create a stimulating 
and reflective outdoor environment tor the school community. The 
"Groundforce committee", consisting of staff, pupils and parents, 
has been enthusiastically drawing plans and consulting 
extensively in an endeavour to create an inspirational and 
innovative work environment at the Senior School. 

The Junior School is fortunate to have extensive grounds and 
these provide learning opportunities that enhance the curriculum. 
One subject area in particular that has benefited from this 
excellent resource is Art and Design. 

A group of Year 5 girls, with their art teacher Mandy Glllard, has 
created four felt wall hangings to depict life in the school grounds 
in each of the four seasons. They have learnt the traditional skill 
of felt making, processing natural wool and then producing a wide 
range of coloured felt which has been used for the vibrant pieces 
of art. 

This work has recently inspired visitors who have been 
attending the McDonalds "Our Town' story at the City Museum & 
Records office in Portsmouth. Said Junior School Head Penelope 
Kirk: U really has been the most fascinating experience for the 
girls to explore their environment and we are all very excited 
about visiting the exhibition when it moves to the Dome later on 
this year.'" 


UPPER SCHQOi 
& 

SIXTH FORM 


,OWER SCHOOL 


NURSERY 


compare the results 
contrast the fees 
consider . 


TRINITY 


SCHOOL 


Wellington School 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS PREPARATORY J*l1 SENIOR l M9 

Trinity School is thriving: 

We hare increasing pupil numbers and firft rate exam and sports results. 

The School i% foe used on the need* of in.dividiuk jnd helps to huitd 
confidence, thui helping them to realise their full potential. 

Cnutvcv can be tailored to minute individual ability 
Htatrmcfu from a recent School leaver: 

"The teachers help us become more mature, ami in respect others 
opinions. They are all so eery helpful here " 

Over £2 million has been spent over the last 5 years 
on a structured development programme Including boarding 
accommodation with en-suite facilities. 

You feiit he uarmly welcomed uben risil the School 
Pleuse nmtaet tester t untiinginim. 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDGF. ROAD * TEIGN MOUTH • DEVON *TQ 14 8I.Y 
Tel (01626} 774138 Fax(01626) 771541 

c-matl: trittiCl23@9of.com www.triniivAthfjoLco.uk 

Innity School is * thjifuhk tiwiiiufc fof the rdut/imm ul Lhihlfcn 
Member of ISA Re*. Chanty No - AiUeditcd bv ISC 


OUR COMMITMENT IS THBlk FUTURE 


A LEADING INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS (4-18) 


Consistently high examination results and much more,....,, including 
emphasis on pastoral care, structured careers advice strong ICT 
provision, opportunities to participate in the performing arts and sport 
and to pursue a wide range of extracurricular interests. 

For further information and a school prospectus, please contact the 
Admissions Secretary: telephone 023 9282 6714: 
fax 023 9281 4814/ 
email: admissions@porgdst.nei 
www.gdsi.net/poitsmoiidihjgh 


for further details, please contact the Bursar 
Cdr. R 0 Coupe QBE RN 

Wellington School , Wellington. Somerset TA2f 8NT 

01823 668800 

Email: admin@weUmgtomschQol.org.uk 

Chanty Ho 310268 to provxJo t^alrty education Nx cfrtoieft 


Girls* Day Sormh, Trust 


St. John's College 


Tel: 023 92 815118 Fox: 023 92 873603 

E*mail:sjeso uthiea@lineone.net 
www, $t johnsco llegexo.uk 


Portsmouth 
High School 


SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES AVAILABLE 
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CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 


Parents willing to invest £271 (+BSA) per term in 
their child's future. 

Chilton Cantelo. a smalt ‘family school 
(Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18 

Further information, please contact us today on 
(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


FROM 


At Wykebam House we offer 

! • si tradii inn t>f *inglf SCJt t tlucjliun 

'■*. * u happy yet stinuilutinj* wivlnKtmt’nl 

• a broad siiifl Iwtaitcrtl curriculum 

rr » Niiutlt cUvn vi/p\ In ensurr penmmtl u((cutinn 

• a pyrltti-rNhip hciwccu home ;md urtirml 

* * a commUme&t lo c\iru-curricular activities 

• modern In for nut lion lechmilnpv suites 

• New Schell Dull :iml Music Room 

• excellent (»t'SK result* 

.16 « (wo Nursery Classes 


NEWLANDS 


"Choo v 

CS V DAY SCHOOL 
FOR CARLS AGKII 2\ 


Co-educational day & boarding school 
for pupils aged 2 ) ? 7 - 18 years 

Quality Education 


FOH VtOKK INFORMATION CONTACT: TDK HEADMISTRESS AT, 
Last StnxU I'archam, HantsA'iJki 08W Tel: (IT329 - 2&H7* or ¥u\: 01329 - 82.1W4 
Lrruil W l (S 4* W> Lchjfii m >f ,4c im»n .c o. u V WcftTitc; hi I (v//* * w.wy Veh j m i ml ik mi m co. ul 


Co-educational IAPS Day & Boarding 2-13 
. \LOUNo ^ 


V Y 1 


Registered Charity 
existing to educate children 


Kelly College 


The Headmaster, Kelly College, Tavistock, 
Devon, PL19 OHZ Tel/Fax: 01822 612050 
entail: ll\l@keIlycollcge.com 
www.kellycollege.co m 
• Values added for life - 


Embley Park 
School 


Romsey, Hampshire, SOS1 6ZE 


W HILST now fully co-educational and open to 

children from all backgrounds, the Royal Hospital 
School, Holbrook, is proud of its long seafaring 
traditions and holds 12 ceremonial parades during the 
academic year. 

There is a particularly strong musical tradition and the Choir 
and Band are much in demand both locally and nationally. 

Founded at Greenwich in 1712 to educate the sons of 
seafarers, the school moved to its present superb 200 acre site 
on the banks of the River Stour in 1933 and is the largest HMC 
full boarding school in East Anglia with some 680 full boarders. 

Children and grandchildren of seafarers are eligible for the 
school's own Assisted Places Scheme, based on parental 
income. 

The school is fortunate to have the financial backing of the 
Crown Charity, Greenwich Hospital. Over £8 million has been 
spent over the past six years in refurbishing alt boarding 
accommodation and in building new design technology and 
computer facilities. 

A floodlit artificial hockey pitch is the most recent addition to 
the campus. 


THE RIGHT STEP 
for the FUTURE 

SOYS Sr GIRLS 3 - 18 

day. weekly, full boarding 


Teh (01794) 512206 Fax: (01794) 51B737 
e-mail: embley,park.school©virgin.net 


Saturday morning 
lessons years 
7 & 8 only. 

Specialist small 
group teaching. 

Flexible boarding 
arrangements. 


For further details, please contact: 
Great Ballard School, Eartham 
(between Chichester & Arundel) 

on 01243 814236 _ ^ 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham. P017 5BL 

www.hnunilaryoak.co.uk 
Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS' BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere + Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 

For full doioils ot Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 

Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside 

♦ Stable and uninterrupted coeducational boarding lor 11-18 year olds: 

4 Quality education including school clothing at low cost - 

termly charges below £250; ♦ School hospital and resident Sister; 

+ Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total school roll 270; 

♦ Eligibility includes children of Service personnel, serving or 

have served In Scotland; ♦ Easily accessible by road, rail or air; 

♦ Warm, friendly, lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes high priority; 

♦ Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

+ Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time* 

For prospectus mut further it\fnrmation «r «n appoinmatit. 

TUB HEADMASTER, QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL 
1HNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE. FKI5 (MV 
Tel: 01.11 310 2901 or 01786 822288 Fax: 01.11 .110 2 V 26 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL HAMPSTEAD 

Principal: Mrs C.A. Siibsun B.A, (OxoiO 

|S|S INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7-18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent education 
whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure environment. We provide: 

* A bnud based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes. 

■ Flourishing activities including Sport, Drama, Dance and Music. 

* Modem aceommodaiion with gtxxl facilities. 

* Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

* Escort f or young girls to tra vel termini, 

* Very competitive fees closely related to Boarding School Allowance. 

Applications ore also invited from ex-scrviccmen in need, for whose 
daughters significant fee reductions amid be available, if suitably qualified. 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School. 
Hampstead, 65 Rosslyn Hill, London NW3 5UD. 

Tel: 0171 794 7707 

■\ Reiihtenrd chtuity fimmtnt for thr ethtt aliwt tft ltn r tkmxhteh nf xrrrh rntett 


Academic, Cultural & Sporting Excellence 
Fees in line with BSA 
High percentage of Forces boarders 
Accelerated Learning Centre 
Theatre Arts Course 

Tel. 01323 490000 

Ncwknds School, East borne Road, Scaford, Hast Sussex RN25 4NP 

Fax: 01323 898420 e-mail: ncwIands I @msn.com 

wrn new! ands - schoo I .tom 
Charity No 297606 
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The 


Wellington 

E mphasis on practical education has always been a 
key feature of Wellington School’s development. So, 
in addition to achieving individual academic success, 
pupils are encouraged to take part in music, drama, sport 
and a wide variety of activities, clubs and societies - 
many cf which revolve around the Great Outdoors. 

Both the Combined Cadet Force and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme are designed to devetop self-reliance, leadership 
ability arid a spirit of adventure. 

Led b/ an enthusiastic and committed core of teaching staff, 
approxiinateiy 150 pupils each year take part In the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme at silver and gold level. 

Much time and perseverance are spent on fulfilling the skills, 
service and physical activity sections, but the real fun is to be 
had on Ihe expeditions which have taken place as far North as 
the Hebrides and as far West as the Brecon Beacons, 

In order to encourage as many pupils as possible to participate 
in the C£F activities, no formal teaching lakes place on Friday 
afternoons for Years 10, tt and Lower Sixth. Those not in the 
CCF held with local community projects whilst those in the Army 
and Nav^i sections learn campcraft and survival, navigation and 
Naval topics, Engineering and Infantry skills. 

For ibe keener cadets, there are many opportunities for greater 
challences. Being fully co-educational, there is no discrimination 
in the various teams where selection is made on merit alone. 

This year, the school entered three teams in the arduous Ten 
Tors ev*nt on Dartmoor, undertook the gruelling 50 mile RAF 
Benson March in Gloucestershire (non-stop singing and 
marching over two days) and will enter a 14-strong team in the 
Nijmegen Marches in Holland where Jast year the Wellington team 
won the Best Army Cadet Team Trophy. 

Other successes for the CCF this last year have included 
winning the National Cadet Signals Field Competition and the 
Somerset Cadet Orienteering Competition, 


• "Your team was cheerful but 
disciplined .,. a credit to your 
school and British youth T '- 
from a ietter received by the 
Headmaster of Wellington 
School after fast year's 
Nijmegen Marches . 


& THE LICENSED VICTUALLERS’ SCHOOL 

700 pupils aged 5-18, non-elective, co~educattonal, day & boarding 


Education fur thv whole family on nnc site. Separate 
sdf contained juumr School 


Hit’ll investment in Technology in both Junior 
and Senior Schools. 


Mayville High School 

‘ m a k ? y o u r m » r k' 

Drop in Day Scholarships and 

' ' Trustee assisted 

Friday 6th October 2000 places available 


35-37 St. Simons Road SOUTHSEA Tel; 023 9273 4847 


Choosing 

a 

School? 


EISIS 

Independent Schools 
Information Service 


The independent Schools information 
Service (ISIS) provides you with up 
to date information about 
independent lee paying schools 
Phone lor a free regional ISIS 
handbook giving details of schools 
in the South and West 


Tel:01736 799250 

(quoting ret (NNt»94)0) W write 10; 
ISIS (South and WtesO, 

Treva track House. Lei ant, St lves r 
Cornwall TR26 3HA 


outdoor life suits 



We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If you'd like ro find out more about why we are in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 


LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 


10 Stafford Street, 
i lelemburgh, 
Dunbartonshire 
c;«4 9jX. 
Telephone: 
(01436)672476. 


Robert McDonald, Junior One pupil. 


A wide range tif academic options In GCSL *AS\ 

4 A' liCvd uml GNVQ, Excellent results at all levels. 
Ptirpuse built complex set in 26 acres excellent 
facilities fur music, drama and spurt* (including an 
indoor swimming pool). 


Extensive range of extra Curricular activities. 
Academic, music and spurts scholarship* available fur 
entrv into many year groups, including Sixth Form, 

A 1ft'20% reduction in fees Is available to all HM 
Forces personnel 


If you would like to visit nr require further details, please telephone or write to: 

The Headmaster, Mr f Mullins London Road, Ascot , Berkshire SL5 SDR 

Tel: 01344 882770 Fax: 01344 890648 *.■ tmi 



Kingswood School 

Lansdown Bath Somerset BA t 5RG 
Tel: 01225 734200 Fax: 01225 734205 

Regislcrcd Charily Nu. .VMI4X 



ARE YOU CONSIDERING BOARDING? 


Our pastoral care has been judged ‘exceptional’, catering for boys and girls 
of ages 7-18. Flexible, Weekly and Full Boarding with Day places also 
available - please come and meet our staff. 

OPEN DAY - 14th October 2000 


Scholarships * Bursaries * Special Talent Awards * HM Forces Remissions for entry in September 2001 

A Christian based school with a happy ami caring environment where children thrive 
High Academic Standard* with excellent Examination Results - Extensive Extra Curricular Activities 

E-mail; registrar® kings wood-bath^ch.uk www.kingswiMid.sch.uk 



Entrance Examination - Saturday 22~* January 


Royal Hospital School Holbrook, Suffolk IP9 2RX TcL 01473 326200 Fax. 01473 326213 


Royal Hospital School 

Celebrating Britain *s seafaring heritage through the education of children 

> Excellent all-round education 

> High academic standards 

> Magnificent 200 acre site on the banks of the River Stour 

> First class sports facilities 

> A particular tradition in sailing 

> A 'traditional* approach to good manners and behaviour 

> All eleven luiarding hou$CS have been extensively modernised 

> Excellent lX*xign and Technology faculty 

> A networked computer system serving all departments 
) Internationally renowned Music School; including Marching Band, 

Chapel Choir, Concert [Lind and School Orchestra 

> ChJQdren and grandchildren of seafarers pay a fee based upon 
family income 

























































!V NAVY NEWS. SEPTEMBER 2000 


vvvf h'. na v\ne vv.v. co. uk 



A Navy News Advertising Feature 



TWO sixth formers at St John's College, South sea, were 
presented with a cheque for over £1,000 by headmistress 
Suzanne Bell, to enable them to undertake life-changing trips 
to support third world projects. 

The money has been collected through various fundraising 
activities undertaken by pupils during the past few months. 
As part of the global De La Salle network of schools, St 
John’s is involved in its chariUable arm, providing education 
and teaching facilities to deprived children in areas of poverty 
around the world, 

William Blades and Jonathan Hildrew will be travelling to 
the Philippines and Africa where they will join project workers 
for six weeks, gaining Invaluable experience whilst helping to 
build classrooms and provide support for local children. 

William, one of the sixth formers chosen to help build two 
classrooms at a small school In Neiri, said: “Just seeing 
pictures of the projects, with children smiling where before 
they were crying, is inspirational. 

“f am not always conscious of how privileged we are at St 
John’s and other schools like it. Being made aware of the 
plight of others really brings it home. 

“Our school ethos is that we are tomorrow’s leaders and we 
should make a difference in the world, 1 look forward to 
putting this into practice in Africa/’ 



Lomond head 
a ‘Naval ct 
himself. . . 

L OCATED in picturesque Helensburgh, close by Faslane, Lomond School is much 
sought after by Naval families who are well aware of the school’s reputation for 
academic excellence and alt-round development. 


Catering for bo ardors and 
day pupils, coeducational, and 
accepting pupils from nursery 
age to 18 , Lomond follows the 
See 11 ish cd uca X iq n a f pa 11 e rn to 
the end of Scottish Highers 
and rounds off with 7 Y levels 


taken after a one-year course 
in Sixth Form. 

Ninety per cent of leavers go on 
to university, with a significant 
minority obtaining places at 
Oxbridge. 

Academic aims arc to encourage 
every pupil to achieve then 


"This is an outstanding school 


* A voluntary aided* mixed i j-ttf Grammar School 

* No tuition costs, boarding fees £2,050 per term 

* A/B grades at A level. 90% of students go on to 
University 

* 400 seat theatre, sports hall, astroturf and a new 
technology centre 

* Weekend programmes with a wide range of outdoor 
pursuits 

* Art, design, music and drama thrive 

* 75 acres of grounds 

Contact the Registrar at: 

C ran brook School, Cranbrook, Kent, TNI 7 3 JD 
Tel: 01580 712554 Fax: 01580 715365 
E-mail: registrar^ cranbrook.kcnt.sch.uk 


c 


RANBROO 

SCHOOL 


TA 

JS, 


One of the most successful schools in Britain 


potential ami the school goes to a 
great deal of trouble to ensure that 
this is achieved. 

Smalt class sizes, setting, 
detailed monitoring and deport 
systems, a quality teaching staff, 
superb facilities and integrated 
le taming systems are all part of the 
process, and Headmaster Angus 
Macdonald pays tribute to a work 
ethic that is fashioned by example 
and encouragement. 

The school serves 
families In the local area and 
also accepts students from 
abroad which adds an 
international dimension - 
one of its many strengths. 

Among unusual features are a 
Traditional Music Scholarship, a 
teamwork and teadership course at 
Outward Bound, the use of 
Success maker, brand new facilities 
in the si ate-of-the-art main block, 
compulsory Duke of Edinburgh 
Award participation, entry in me 
Scottish Island Peaks Race, use of 
secondary teachers in the Upper 
Primary (transit us) and a superb 
computer network. 

Special Service bursaries are 
available and Naval personnel are 
especially welcomed, I lead master 
Macdonald himself being a “Naval 
child" and all too familiar with the 
dislocation that is part and pared 
of life in the Senior Service. 


Service Children’s Education 
(United Kingdom) 

Do you have concerns about 
your child’s education? 

Contact SCE(UK) for advice, 
support & information. 

HQ Services Children’s Education (UK) 
Trenchard Lines, U pa von, Pewsey 
Wiltshire SN9 6BE 

Telephone Helpline: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 


























